
Welcome to First Christian Reformed Church! 
Pastor John Knoester 

January 4, 2026   10:30am Service 
* Please stand in body or in spirit 

 

“All people that on earth do dwell,” 
 

Prelude  
 

Welcome  
 

* Sung Call to Worship: LUYH #1 v. 1-4 
 “All People That on Earth Do Dwell”   

1. All people that on earth do dwell, 
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice. 
Serve him with joy, his praises tell, 
Come now before him and rejoice! 
 

2. Know that the Lord is God indeed; 
 he formed us all without our aid. 
 We are the flock he comes to feed, 
 the sheep who by his hand were made. 
 

3. O enter then his gates with joy, 
within his courts his praise proclaim. 

 Let thankful songs your tongues employ, 
 O bless and magnify his name. 
 

4. Because the Lord our God is good, 
 his mercy is forever sure. 

His faithfulness at all times stood 
 and shall from age to age endure. 
 Words: William Kethe, 1561 at., P.D.; Music: Louis Bourgeois, 1551, P.D.;   
 CCLI# 678905  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



* Opening Prayer 

 

* Call to Worship:  
  Leader: God makes the sun rise and set. 
  People: He is faithful from generation to generation. 
 

  Leader: God makes summer and winter come and go. 
  People: He is faithful from generation to generation. 
 

  Leader: God helps plants grow and flowers bloom. 
  People: He is faithful from generation to generation. 
 

  Leader: God gives us food to eat, places to live,  
    and people to love us. 
  People: He is faithful from generation to generation. 
 

  Leader: God is always with us. 
  People: He is faithful from generation to generation. 
 

  Leader: God keeps his promises to us. 
  People: He is faithful from generation to generation. 
 

  Leader: Let us praise our faithful God. 
 
* Opening Hymn of Praise: LUYH #521 v. 1-3  
 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  

1. Come, thou Fount of every blessing, 
 tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
 streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
 call for songs of loudest praise. 
 Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
 sung by flaming tongues above. 
 Praise the mount— I’m fixed upon it— 
 mount of God’s unchanging love. 
 

2. Here I raise my Ebenezer; 
 hither by thy help I’ve come; 
 and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
 safely to arrive at home. 
 Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
 wandering from the fold of God; 
 he, to rescue me from danger, 
 interposed his precious blood. 
 



3. Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
 daily I’m constrained to be! 
 Let that grace now like a fetter, 
 bind my wandering heart to thee: 
 prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
 prone to leave the God I love; 
 here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; 
 seal it for thy courts above. 

 Words: Robert Robinson, 1758, alt., P.D.; Music: J. Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred 
 Music, Part II, 1813, P.D.; CCLI # 678905  
 

* God’s Greeting 
 

* We Greet Each Other 
 

“Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice.” 

Announcements  
 

 We Celebrate the Profession of Faith of Devin Van Zanten  
 – GH pg. 964 
 

* Song of Thanksgiving: LUYH #348 v. 1-3  “Great is Thy Faithfulness” 
1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
 there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
 thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
 as thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 
 

Refrain 
 Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
 Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
 all I have needed thy hand hath provided. 
 Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

2. Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
 sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
 join with all nature in manifold witness 
 to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 
 

Refrain 
 

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
 thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 
 strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow— 
 blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
 



Refrain 
 LAMENTATIONS 3:22-23: Words: Thomas O Chisholm, 1923, © 1923, ren. 1951 

Hope Publishing Company; Music: William M. Runyan, 1923 , © 1923, ren. 1951 
Hope Publishing Company, CCLI #678905 

 

 Offering: General Fund 
  

 Offertory 
(Following the offertory children ages 3-3rd grade are invited  

 to make their way to Children in Worship in the Fellowship Hall) 
 

* Song of Preparation: “Every Promise of Your Word” v. 1-3   
 1. From the breaking of the dawn 
  to the setting of the sun, 
  I will stand on ev'ry promise of Your word. 
  Words of power, strong to save, 
  that will never pass away; 
  I will stand on ev'ry promise of Your word. 
  For Your covenant is sure, 
  and on this I am secure: 
  I can stand on ev'ry promise from Your word. 
 

 2. When I stumble and I sin, condemnation pressing in, 
  I will stand on every promise of Your word. 
  You are faithful to forgive, 
  that in freedom I might live. 
  So I stand on every promise of Your word. 
  Guilt to innocence restored; 
  You remember sins no more. 
  So I'll stand on every promise of Your word. 
 

 3. When I'm faced with anguished choice, 
  I will listen for Your voice, 
  and I'll stand on every promise of Your word. 
  Through this dark and troubled land, 
  You will guide me with Your hand, 
  as I stand on every promise of Your word. 
  And You've promised to complete 
  every work begun in me. 
  So I'll stand on every promise of Your word. 
 
 
 
 



 4. Hope that lifts me from despair; 
  Love that casts out every fear; 
  as I stand on every promise of Your word. 
  Not forsaken, not alone, 
  for the Comforter has come; 
  and I stand on every promise of Your word. 
  Grace sufficient, grace for me, 
  Grace for all who will believe. 
  We will stand on every promise of Your word. 
  “Every Promise”  Authors: Keith Getty & Stuart Townend; © 2005 Thankyou 
  Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing);  All rights Reserved.  
  CCLI # 678905 

   

“Serve him with joy, his praises tell,” 
 

 Scripture Reading: Luke 4:14-21  
 

 Prayer of Illumination 
 

 Message: “Encouragement for Ministry”  
 

 Time of Prayer 
 

“Come now before him and rejoice!”  
 

* Hymn of Application: LUYH #776 v. 1-4  
 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”  
 1. A mighty fortress is our God, 
  a bulwark never failing; 
  our helper he, amid the flood 
  of mortal ills prevailing. 
  For still our ancient foe 
  does seek to work us woe; 
  his craft and power are great, 
  and armed with cruel hate, 
  on earth is not his equal. 
 

  
 
 
 
 



 2. Did we in our own strength confide, 
  our striving would be losing, 
  were not the right Man on our side, 
  the Man of God’s own choosing. 
  You ask who that may be? 
  Christ Jesus, it is he; 
  Lord Sabaoth his name, 
  from age to age the same; 
  and he must win the battle. 

 

 3. And though this world, with devils filled, 
  should threaten to undo us, 
  we will not fear, for God has willed 
  his truth to triumph through us. 
  The prince of darkness grim, 
  we tremble not for him; 
  his rage we can endure, 
  for lo! his doom is sure; 
  one little word shall fell him. 
 

 4. That Word above all earthly powers— 
  no thanks to them—abideth; 
  the Spirit and the gifts are ours 
  through him who with us sideth. 
  Let goods and kindred go, 
  this mortal life also; 
  the body they may kill: 
  God’s truth abideth still; 
  his kingdom is forever! 
  Words: based on Psalm 46, Martin Luther, 1529; tr. Frederick H. Hedge, 1852, 
  P.D. CCLI #678905 
 

 Time of Encouragement and Prayer for Pastor Brad  
 – Led by Elder Eliot Blom 
 

* God’s Blessing  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



* Parting Praise: LUYH #965  
 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”   

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Words: Thomas Ken, 1709, P.D.; Music: Louis Bourgeois, 1551, P.D. CCLI #678905 

 

 Postlude 
 
On this first Sunday of the New Year, welcome to worship!  We have 
come to honor and praise the living God who makes all things new.  
Paul reminds us that it is God who enables us to “walk in newness of 
life’ (Romans 6:4).  Let us glorify God with that reality in mind.  
Blessings on one and all.  After the worship service, we invite you to 
join us in the fellowship hall next to the sanctuary for a cup of coffee or 
juice and continued fellowship.  
 

 
People to be remembered with prayers, cards, 
letters & words of encouragement.  Email the 
office at secretary@firstcrcmv.com or call the 
church office at (336-2405) by 9:00 am Thursday 
of each week with your prayer items.  

 
CONTINUING REQUESTS: 
Please pray for the Spencer and Janelle Donaldson family. Pray 
for Spirit-filled wisdom, guidance, patience and peace for all 
those involved in Kyle’s accident, and that God’s grace and love 
will permeate all areas of the journey ahead. 
 

Please keep Tish Ackermann in prayers. She is currently 
receiving physical therapy on a regular basis for her knee. Please 
pray for swift healing. 
 

SHUT INS: Nell Annema and Shirley Boonstra at Birchview 
Memory Care in Sedro-Woolley; Marjean DeGroot at Mountain 
Glen in Mount Vernon; Martha Haarsma at home in Mount 
Vernon, Clarence Vander Griend at Home Place in Burlington; 
Sally Reehorn at Creekside in Burlington. 

mailto:secretary@firstcrcmv.com%20

