Welcome to First Christian Reformed Church!
Pastor John Knoester
December 28, 2025 ¢ 10:30am Service

* Please stand in body or in spirit

“UWito God Almighty, sitting on the throve,”
Prelude
Welcome

* Sung Call to Worship: LUYH #775 v. 1-3 “Across the Lands”
1. You're the Word of God the Father
from before the world began;
every star and every planet
has been fashioned by your hand.
All creation holds together
by the power of your voice.
Let the skies declare your glory;
let the land and seas rejoice.

Refrain

You’re the author of creation,

you’re the Lord of everyone,

and your cry of love rings out across the lands.

2. Yetyou left the gaze of angels,
came to seek and save the lost
and exchanged the joy of heaven
for the anguish of a cross.

With a prayer you fed the hungry,
with a word you calmed the sea;
yet how silently you suffered,
that the guilty may go free.

Refrain



3. With a shout you rose victorious,
wresting victory from the grave,
and ascended into heaven,
leading captives in your way.
Now you stand before the Father,
interceding for your own;
from each tribe and tongue and nation
you are leading sinners home.

Refrain
Words and Music: Keith Getty and Stuart Townend © 2002 Thankyou Music
(PRS), admin. worldwide at EMICMGPublishing.com except Europe which is
admin. by Kingswaysongs. CCLI #678905

*Opening Prayer

*Call to Worship:
Leader: Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God.
People: All things have been created through him
and for him.

Leader: He himself is before all things.
People: In him all things hold together.

Leader: He is the head of the body, the church,
People: so that he might come
to have first place in everything.

* Opening Hymn of Praise: LUYH #15 v. 1-2 “The First Place”
1. lJesus, the perfect picture of the unseen God.
Maker of things we cannot comprehend.
Wisdom, the earth displays your strength and beauty.
Sovereign, yes, every throne knows you are God.

Refrain X2
Every inch of this universe belongs to you, O Christ.
For through you and for you it was made.
Your creation endures by the order of your hand.
So you must have in all things the first place.

2. Victor, over sin and death you triumphed.
Firstborn, you’ve shown us life beyond the grave.
Bridegroom, we long for you in expectation.
Jesus, your church rejoices to proclaim.



Refrain X2
Words and Music: Matthew Westerholm © 1999 Matthew Westerholm;
arr. Greg Scheer © 1999 Matthew Westerholm; CCLI# 678905

* God'’s Greeting

* We Greet Each Other

“And the Lamb, victorious, be the praise alone.”

Announcements

Invitation to Transformed Living:

Call to Confession
When we come into the holy presence of God,
our own humanity is laid bare.
When we stand in the living presence of truth,
our own falsehood is revealed.
People of God, let us acknowledge who we are
and ask our ever-present God to forgive us.

Song of Confession: LUYH #405 v. 1-3 “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”

1.

O God, our help in ages past,

our hope for years to come,

our shelter from the stormy blast,
and our eternal home:

Under the shadow of your throne
your saints have dwelt secure;
sufficient is your arm alone,

and our defense is sure.

Before the hills in order stood

or earth received its frame,

from everlasting you are God,

to endless years the same.
PSALM 90; Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), 1719, alt., P.D.; Music: William Croft,
1708, P.D.; CCLI #678905



Words of Assurance
Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God,
the firstborn of all creation;
for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created,
things visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—
all things have been created through him and for him.
He himself is before all things,
and in him all things hold together.
He is the head of the body, the church;
he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,
so that he might come to have first place in everything.
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself
all things, whether on earth or in heaven,
by making peace through the blood of his cross.
—from Colossians 1:15-20, NRSV

God’s Law:
Reader #1: As we are to walk humbly with our God
in lives of gratitude, let us hear again his Word:

Reader #2: God commands us to serve him alone as God,
to serve him according to his Word,
to speak of him only with deep respect and love,

Reader #1: to attend faithfully the assembly of God’s people
on the day of rest, and every day
to let the Lord work in us through his Spirit;

Reader #2: to respect and cooperate with all God-given
authority, to live purely and joyfully
with the gift of sex,

Reader #1: to nurture human life as God’s precious gift,
to use the resources of this earth
as stewards of God’s creation,

Reader #2: to use the gift of speech for promoting the truth
in love, and to exercise purity of heart in all of life.

People: May the Spirit of God guide us to be obedient
to this Word. Amen.



We Celebrate the Profession of Faith of Hannah Van Hofwegen
and Kayla Van Hofwegen: GH p.964

Song of Response: LUYH #405 v. 4-6 “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”
4. Athousand ages in your sight
are like an evening gone,
short as the watch that ends the night
before the rising sun.

5. Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
soon bears us all away;
we fly forgotten, as a dream
dies at the opening day.

6. O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
still be our guard while troubles last,
and our eternal home!

Offering: General Fund

Offertory
(Following the offertory children ages 3-3™ grade are invited
to make their way to Children in Worship in the Fellowship Hall)

* Song of Preparation: “Christ our Wisdom” v. 1-4

1. Christ our wisdom we are humbled
When You hide Your ways from us
You have purposes unnumbered
Each one good and glorious
Help us trust when we grow weary
Free us from our anxious thoughts
Give us grace to see more clearly
You are God and we are not

2. Christ our wisdom be our gladness
When we fail to understand
You ordain all joy and sadness
To fulfill Your perfect plan
Help us know You rule with power
Over every raging flood
In our most uncertain hour
You are God and we are loved



3. Christ our wisdom we will follow
Though the way ahead is veiled
As we journey through the shadows
Grant us faith where sight has failed
Help us cling to Your commandments
Strengthened by Your faithful Word
We will never be abandoned
You are God and we are Yours

4. Christ our wisdom we adore You
For the beauty of the cross
Once in foolishness we scorned You
But Your blood has ransomed us
Help us sing the endless mercies
Of Your humble heart to save
Christ our wisdom Christ our glory
You are God forever praised

Tag
Help us sing the endless mercies
Of Your humble heart to save
Christ our wisdom Christ our glory

You are God forever praised

CCLI Song # 7235315, Bob Kauflin | Jonathan Althoff | Nathan Stiff, © 2024
Sovereign Grace Praise; Sovereign Grace Worship, For use solely with the
SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com, CCLI License
# 678905

"God has wronght salvatiow;
he did wovdrous things.”

Scripture Readings: Revelation 21:1-8
Prayer of lllumination

Message: “All Things New!”

Time of Prayer

“Who shall not extol thee, holy King of kings!”


https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
https://www.ccli.com/

* Hymn of Application: LUYH #489 “By the Sea of Crystal” v. 1-3
1. By the sea of crystal saints in glory stand,
myriads in number, drawn from every land.
Robed in white apparel, washed in Jesus’ blood,
they now reign in heaven with the Lamb of God.

2. Out of tribulation, death, and Satan’s hand,
they have been translated at the Lord’s command.
In their hands they’re holding palms of victory.
Hark! the jubilant chorus shouts triumphantly:

3. “Unto God Almighty, sitting on the throne,
and the Lamb, victorious, be the praise alone.”
God has wrought salvation; he did wondrous things.

Who shall not extol thee, holy King of kings!

Words: William Kuipers, 1933, based on Revelation 4-5, © 1976 Faith Alive
Christian Resources; Music: John Vanderhoven, 1933, © 1976 Faith Alive
Resources; CCLI #678905

* We Profess our Faith (Our World Belongs to God)
Leader: Our world, broken and scarred, still belongs to God,
who holds it together and gives us hope.
With the whole creation we join the song:

People: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom
and strength and honor and glory and praise
Leader: He has made us a kingdom of priests to serve our God,
and we will reign on earth.

»
!

People: God will be all in all, righteousness
and peace will flourish, everything will be made new,
and every eye will see at last that our world
belongs to God. Hallelujah! Come, Lord Jesus!
—from Our World Belongs to God, st. 17, 58

* God’s Blessing

* Parting Praise: PH #195 “Our God Reigns”
How lovely on the mountains are the feet
of Him who brings good news, good news.
Announcing peace, proclaiming news of happiness,
our God reigns, our God reigns.



Our God reigns, our God reigns,

our God reigns, our God reigns!

“Our God Reigns” Text: Isaiah 52:7-10, Tune: Leonard E. Smith, Jr.; 1974; harm.
Dale Grotenhuis, 1984 Text & Music Copyright © 1974, 1978, L.E. Smith Jr., New
Jerusalem Music. CCLI# 678905

Postlude

Welcome! The psalmist prayed: “Restore us, O Lord God Almighty;
make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved" (Psalm 80:19).
May all who have come to worship find restoration, inner peace and
spiritual strength. After the morning service all are invited to the
fellowship hall next to the sanctuary for a cup of coffee or juice and
continued fellowship.

Tech Team Today: Next Week:
December 28 January 4
Sound: Mardy S. Mardick S.
Projection: Isaac D. Maddie D.
Video: Tim H. France B.
Offering: General Fund General Fund

First CRC

Bulletin Avmouncements
December 28, 2025

The Deadline for Announcements this next week is Thursday, 9:00 a.m.

Deep Thoughts with P & J;
Reflecting on the past year, where did you see God acting in your life? Take
some time to share it with another person.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY:
Beth will be out of the office this week. Angela S. will be filling in in the
office.

There is No Sunday School this morning. Sunday School will resume on
January 25.



Dear congregation of Mount Vernon 1st CRC,

Jeanne and | want to express our gratitude and appreciation to you for
the prayers, cards, love, and expressions of emotional and financial support
during Jeanne's recovery from her stroke. Even though we don't know the full
extent of her recovery, we are assured that God is sovereign in all things,
whether good or challenging times and his presence we always

It is truly a blessing for us to be part of the family of God thru friendships,
churches and Christian school. We are reminded of the verses of Matthew 5:
13-16 were it reads in one part of this passage, " Neither do people light a
lamp and put it under a bowl . Instead they put it on a stand and it gives light
to everyone in the house". This verse is certainly true of Mount Vernon 1st
CRC. Thank you for being such a blessing to Jeanne and | in the many ways
you have let your light shine for the glory of God our Father in Heaven.

In Christ, Hank and Jeanne Annema

First CRC’s Worship Services are now being livestreamed! Go to our YouTube
Channel at: https://www.youtube.com/@1stcrcmv841

You will see the option for the worship service Livestream there.

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study meets every other Tuesday morning and is
currently working through the books of Samuel. They will be meeting on
Tuesday, Jan. 6.

Don’t forget! Next week Sunday is our Goodbye Potluck for Pastor Brad,
before he heads off to Prairie City, lowa. Please bring a main dish and salad/
dessert to share!

Worship Service YouTube Links:

AM, December 21 Service: https://youtube.com/live/gfPKBcbLsbk?
feature=share

December 21 pm Candlelight Svc.:
https://youtube.com/live/AOhvX4cLnlg?feature=share

There is an extended meal train available for Greg and Tish Ackermann while
Tish is recuperating from blood clots in her leg. Please sign up! https://
nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%
2Fwww.mealtrain.com%2Ftrains%2Fgz659m%2Fupdates%2F9lw40v&data=05%
7C02%7Csecretary%40firstcrcmv.com%
7Caf1660284ab843b13a8d08de2dbd1e03%
7Cal1434b7807a4459d8013a569e2488c52%7C0%7C0%
7C638998487438701392%7CUnknown%
7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUslYiOilwLjAuMDAwMCIsIIAiIOi)
XaW4zMilslkFOljoiTWFpbClslldUljoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%
7C&sdata=YQZqg6tCiBVpIRhigSIdSbrDObMQ2R8r00J5sB6dph3U%
3D&reserved=0

Pre-Profession of Faith/New Members Class: In case you missed the


https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2F%401stcrcmv841&data=05%7C02%7Csecretary%40firstcrcmv.com%7C7849f255b17f45c310bd08ddb99e3615%7Ca1434b7807a4459d8013a569e2488c52%7C0%7C0%7C638870811355975266%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ
https://youtube.com/live/gfPKBcbLsbk?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/gfPKBcbLsbk?feature=share
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mealtrain.com%2Ftrains%2Fgz659m%2Fupdates%2F9lw40v&data=05%7C02%7Csecretary%40firstcrcmv.com%7Caf1660284ab843b13a8d08de2dbd1e03%7Ca1434b7807a4459d8013a569e2488c52%7C0%7C0%7C6389984874387013
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https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mealtrain.com%2Ftrains%2Fgz659m%2Fupdates%2F9lw40v&data=05%7C02%7Csecretary%40firstcrcmv.com%7Caf1660284ab843b13a8d08de2dbd1e03%7Ca1434b7807a4459d8013a569e2488c52%7C0%7C0%7C6389984874387013
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mealtrain.com%2Ftrains%2Fgz659m%2Fupdates%2F9lw40v&data=05%7C02%7Csecretary%40firstcrcmv.com%7Caf1660284ab843b13a8d08de2dbd1e03%7Ca1434b7807a4459d8013a569e2488c52%7C0%7C0%7C6389984874387013
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opportunity this past summer - a new Pre-Profession of Faith and/or New
Members class will be available on various Sundays and/or other days over the
Christmas Break (Dec. 21-Jan. 18). If interested in participating - please reach
out to Pastor John no later than December 1. The dates are flexible and so are
the study materials to be used depending on what would work best for those
participating.

Movie Night - Saturday, Jan. 18! On Saturday, January 18 at 6:30 PM the
movie King of Kings will be shown in the fellowship hall. Mr. Lagerwey will
once again be providing his infamous popcorn and you are invited to bring any
additional food/drink items that you would like to consume along with any
comfortable seating arrangements. Invite your friends and enjoy a fun night of
fellowship together!

Eternal Glory

Dear Friends,

Throughout Advent we spent some time reflecting on both the first and
second coming of Jesus Christ. In the weeks to come I'd like us to think more
deeply on the final judgement, the renewal and restoration of all creation, and
the establishment of God’s eternal kingdom and what that means for us as
believers. Revelation 21-22 directly points us to the One who is the God of
truth, the God of life, and the God of justice. The God who is currently in the
process of making all things new! May He indeed lead and guide as we engage
in this study together.

In His Grace, Pastor John

Dec. 28 — “All Things New” (Revelation 21:1-8)

Jan. 11 — “The Foundations of the New Jerusalem” (Revelation 21:9-14)
Jan. 18 — “The Dimensions of the New Jerusalem” (Rev. 21:15-21)

Feb. 8 — “What is missing in the Eternal City?” (Rev. 21:22-27)

Feb. 15 — “The River of Life” (Revelation 22:1-5)

6. Apr. 12 — “Trustworthy and True” (Rev. 22:6-9)

7. Apr. 19 — “The Last Testimony of Jesus Christ” (Rev. 22:10-16)

8. Apr. 26 — “Coming Soon!” (Rev. 22:17-21)
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CALENDAR:

Greeters/Coffee Hosts: This Week, December 28: Jeremy & Shanna V.,
Clarence K.

Next Week, Jan. 4: Jill R., Dick & Linda G.

Worship Team: Today: December 28: Kevin K & Kayla VH
Next Week, Jan. 4: Henry VZ, Mandi D., Ella VH, Jennaya

Nursery: December 28: Mandi D. & Riley VV
Next Week, Jan. 4: Angela S., Emma S.



Children in Worship: December 28: Tim VH, Tess VDH
Next Week, Jan. 4: Heather VH, Toby VDB

Family Visiting: January 11:
5:45 pm: Marjean DeGroot, Elaine Hammingh, Clarence K.
7:00pm: Larry Greidanus, Brad & Crystal DeKok, Derek & Heidi Blanken

TODAY:
Sunday, December 28:
10:30am Worship Service

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Sun., Jan. 4: Potluck to send off Brad to lowa.
Tues, Jan. 6, 7:00am: Men’s Bible Study
Weds., Jan. 7, 6:30-8:30pm: GEMS

CRC ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Kids Corner Devotions: New Year. New You. - Check out this week’s
kids’ devotion, “New Year. New You.” at www.kidscorner.net. Start the
new year with more than just fresh goals—let God’s Spirit make you
new from the inside out! His gifts of love, joy, peace, kindness, and
more will help you shine like Jesus wherever you go. Check out all the
great content at kidscorner.net, like KC's The Bible in One Year Plan.

Groundwork: Reflecting the Light of the World- On Epiphany, we
recall the moment when the star appeared and guided the Magi to
Jesus. This event signifies the extension of God's family to include
Gentiles. Study Titus 2:11-15, Isaiah 60:1-5, Matthew 5:13-16, and 2
Corinthians 4:1-9 with Groundwork to discover what to expect when
we encounter the transformational light of Christ and how that light
affects our discipleship as members of his family. Listen now at
GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork's weekly emails
for future episodes.

Thank You for Giving! - Thank you for sharing God’s love with people
experiencing need in the World Renew offering this season. Your gift is
providing help and hope for families who are facing poverty, disaster,
and crisis today. Do you want to give to help people as we enter the
New Year? You can go to worldrenew.net/gifts Thank you for renewing
hope with us!



Thrive Faith Formation Tip- As one year ends and another begins,
pause for a time of taking spiritual inventory with your family, friends,
or on your own. Ask questions like these: Where did we see God this
year? Where did we resist growth? Where do we feel God is calling us
next? Consider writing a prayer of release and a prayer of commitment
to guide your transition into the new year. Brought to you by Thrive:
crcna.org/Thrive

I I People to be remembered with
OW CaIl prayers, cards, letters & words of
encouragement. Email the office at

secretary@firstcrcmv.com or call the
church office at (336-2405) by 9:00

am Thursday of each week with your

fOI you? prayer items.

CONTINUING REQUESTS:

Please pray for the Spencer and Janelle Donaldson family. Pray for
Spirit-filled wisdom, guidance, patience and peace for all those
involved in Kyle’s accident, and that God’s grace and love will permeate
all areas of the journey ahead.

Please keep Tish Ackermann in prayers. She is currently receiving
physical therapy on a regular basis for her knee. Please pray for swift
healing.

SHUT INS: Nell Annema and Shirley Boonstra at Birchview Memory
Care in Sedro-Woolley; Marjean DeGroot at Mountain Glen in Mount
Vernon; Martha Haarsma at home in Mount Vernon, Clarence Vander
Griend at Home Place in Burlington; Sally Reehorn at Creekside in
Burlington.

OTHER REQUESTS: (CRC Communications)

Monday December 22 - Edmonton Native Healing Centre: Growth and
awakening

We pray for continued community growth through our daily
programming, and we give thanks for prayers answered through the



mailto:secretary@firstcrcmv.com%20

reopening of our ceremonial/prayer room. Pray with us for ongoing
spiritual awakening!

Tuesday December 23 - Thrive: God's peace

Lord and God, we ask for your peace and protection as we enter a new
year. Watch over our congregations and the communities we serve.
You are our refuge and strength; help us to rest in your steadfast love.
Whatever lies ahead, may your peace surround and sustain us.

Wednesday December 24 - CRC Communications: Christmas Eve

Lord Jesus, as we mark another year since your first coming, help us to
live in joyful anticipation of your second coming, seeking your face,
serving in love, sharing the good news. Help us to be faithful witnesses,
sharing the hope and wonder of salvation.

Thursday December 25 - World Renew: Christmas

Today we celebrate the birth of Jesus, the light of the world. His
coming reminds us that even in the darkest places God's love brings
hope and renewal. Let us give thanks for the ways God works through
us and through ministry partners worldwide to share the light of Christ.
May peace, joy, and compassion fill every heart today.

Friday December 26 - Resonate: South Africa

Missionary Selena Headley in South Africa gives thanks and requests
prayers “for the creative and resilient Christian leaders who press into
ministry for the well-being of youth and vulnerable populations in their
communities.”

Saturday December 27 - ReFrame: Groundwork

Wynter, a Groundwork listener, asks for prayers for her financial
situation. She faces serious housing and financial challenges and asks
that God will provide for her needs and bring peace and stability during
this difficult time.

Sunday December 28 - Thrive: God's presence

Lord, be near to people in our congregations who find this season
heavy with loneliness or sorrow. May your presence bring comfort to
weary hearts. Remind each one that you are Emmanuel—“God with
us”— and that your light shines even in the darkest places.



