
Welcome to First Christian Reformed Church! 
Pastor John Knoester 

December 21, 2025   Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 
* Please stand in body or in spirit 
 

“Let all mortal flesh keep silence,  

and with fear and trembling stand;” 
 

 Prelude  
 

 Welcome (WT Member) 
 

* Sung Call to Worship: LUYH #105 v. 1-3, 5   
 “As With Gladness Men of Old”  (WT, Piano) 

1. As with gladness men of old 
 did the guiding star behold, 
 as with joy they hailed its light, 
 leading onward, beaming bright; 
 so, most gracious Lord, may we 
 evermore your splendor see. 
 

2. As with joyful steps they sped 
 to that lowly manger bed, 
 there to bend the knee before 
 Christ, whom heaven and earth adore; 
 so may we with willing feet 
 ever seek your mercy seat. 
 

3. As they offered gifts most rare 
 at that manger plain and bare, 
 so may we with holy joy, 
 pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
 all our costliest treasures bring, 
 Christ, to you, our heavenly King. 
 

 
 
 
 



5. In that glorious city bright 
 none shall need created light; 
 you its light, its joy, its crown, 
 you its sun which goes not down; 
 there forever may we sing 
 alleluias to our King! 
 Words: William C. Dix, 1860, alt., P.D.; Music Conrad Kocher, 1838; adpt. William 

H. Monk, 1861; desc Sydney H. Nicholson, 1944, ©The Royal School of Church 
Music; OneLicense.net License #A-711218 

 

* Opening Prayer (WT Member) 
         God, our Father,  
  the One who comes in your name comes again  
  with grace and power, with forgiveness and strength,  
  with truth and imagination, with gentleness and love.  
  May the coming One enter the hearts of those  
  who wait with quiet expectation  
  for all that is good and holy and just. Amen. 
 

* Call to Worship: (Based on Romans 13:11-12) (WT  Member) 
  Leader:  Let us praise our Lord Jesus Christ.  
      At Christmas Jesus came as a baby.  
  People:   Alleluia! Jesus is coming!  
 

  Leader:   He came to be like us because he loves us.  
      He came to save us from our sin.  
  People:   Alleluia! Jesus is coming!  
 

  Leader:   He died, rose from the dead, and lives in heaven.  
      He will come again because he loves us.  
  People:   Alleluia! Jesus is coming!  
 

  Leader:   We praise Jesus, who came as a baby  
     and will come again at the end of time.  
  People:   Alleluia! Jesus is coming! 
 
* Opening Song of Praise: LUYH #88 v. 1-4  
 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (WT, Piano)   

1. O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 
 Yet in the dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 
 the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee 

tonight. 



 2. For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, 
 while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
 their watch of wondering love. 
 O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 
 and praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth. 
  

3. How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given! 
 So God imparts to human hearts  
 the blessings of his heaven. 
 No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 
 where meek souls will receive him still  
 the dear Christ enters in. 
  

4. O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray. 
 Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 
 We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
 O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel. 
 Words:  Phillips Brooks (1835-1893) P.D.;  Music: Lewis H. Redner (1831-1908) 

P.D. 
 

* God’s Greeting 
 

* We Greet Each Other 
       (During the mutual greeting those lighting the Advent candle  

are invited to make their way forward) 
 

“Set your mind on things eternal,” 
 

 Announcements (Pastor John) 
 

 Lighting of the Advent Candle    (2 readers and Congr)   
 (Bulletin and screen) 
  Reader #1: We light these candles as a sign  
     of the coming light of Christ. 
   

  People:  Advent means coming;  
     We are preparing for the full coming  
     of God’s kingdom. 
 

  Reader #2:  The nations shall beat their swords  
      
            nation shall not lift up sword against nations, 
                           neither shall they learn war anymore. 
       — Isaiah 2:4, NRSV 



  Reader #1: The wolf shall live with the lamb,  
     the leopard shall lie down with the kid,  
            the calf and the lion and the fatling together,  
     and a little child shall lead them.  
       — Isaiah 11:6, NRSV 
  

  Reader #2:  The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,  
     the desert shall rejoice and blossom;  
            like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly,  
                 and rejoice with joy and singing.  
       —Isaiah 35:1-2, NRSV 
  

  Reader #1:  The Lord will give you a sign.  
        Look, the young woman is with child  
     and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel 
     (“God is with us”).       —from Isaiah 7:14, NRSV 
 

  Reader #2:  Prepare the way of the Lord.  
           We light this candle in peace,  
           the peace that Jesus, our Savior,  
     gives to the world. 
 

  People:  Prepare, then, the way of the Lord. 
 

(The 4th Advent candle is lit) 
 

 Ministry of Music: “King of Heaven, Come Down”  
 – Kevin and Glenda Kok 
 

 Offering: General Fund 
 

 Offertory: Franchesca Bill 

(Following the offertory the children are invited forward  
for the Children’s Message) 

 

 Children’s Message – Mrs. Marjo Rouw 
  

(Following the children’s message children ages 3-3rd grade are invited 
to make their way to Children in Worship in the Fellowship Hall) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



* Hymn of Preparation: LUYH #821 v. 1-4 
 “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” (WT, Organ) 

1. Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
 and with fear and trembling stand; 
 set your minds on things eternal, 
 for with blessing in his hand 
 Christ our Lord to earth descended, 
 came our homage to command. 
 

2. King of kings, yet born of Mary, 
 once upon the earth he stood; 
 Lord of lords we now perceive him 
 in the body and the blood. 
 He has given to all the faithful 
 his own self for heavenly food. 
 

3. Rank on rank, the host of heaven 
 stream before him on the way, 
 as the Light of Light, descending 
 from the realms of endless day, 
 comes, the powers of hell to vanquish, 
 clears the gloom of hell away. 
 

4. At his feet the six-winged seraph, 
 cherubim with sleepless eye 
 veil their faces to his presence, 
 as with ceaseless voice they cry: 
 “Alleluia, alleluia!  Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 
 Words: Liturgy of St. James; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1864, P.D.; Music:   
 French 17th c.  CCLI #678905 

 

“For with blessing in his hand,  

Christ our Lord to earth descended” 
 

 Scripture Readings: Micah 5:2, Revelation 21:1-5  
 (Read by Randy and Peggy B.) 
 

 Prayer of Illumination: (Pastor John, Leader’s Guide Only) 
  Creator God, you remind us that the darkness of ignorance  
  and doubt cannot overcome your life-giving Word.  
  May your Holy Spirit, who first inspired these words  
  of Scripture, shine your light and once again awaken us  
  to the hearing and living of this radiant truth.  
  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 



 Message: “Advent Then and Now – Where is He Coming?” 
 

 Time of Prayer 
 

“Came our homage to command.” 

 
* Song of Application: LUYH #796 v. 1-3 
 “Oh, the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus”  (WT, Piano)  

1. Oh, the deep, deep love of Jesus, 
 vast, unmeasured, boundless, free! 
 Rolling as a mighty ocean 
 in its fullness over me! 
 Underneath me, all around me, 
 is the current of thy love— 
 leading onward, leading homeward, 
 to thy glorious rest above! 
 

2. Oh, the deep, deep love of Jesus— 
 spread his praise from shore to shore! 
 How he loves us, ever loves us, 
 changes never, nevermore! 
 How he watches o’er his loved ones, 
 died to call them all his own; 
 how for them he’s interceding, 
 watching o’er them from the throne! 
 

3. Oh, the deep, deep love of Jesus, 
 love of every love the best! 
 ’Tis an ocean vast of blessing, 
 ’tis a haven sweet of rest! 
 Oh, the deep, deep love of Jesus— 
 ’tis a heaven of heavens to me; 
 and it lifts me up to glory, 
 for it lifts me up to thee! 
 Words: Samuel Trevor Francis, ca. 1890, alt., P.D.; Music: Ebenezer; Thomas J. 

Williams, 1890, P.D.; CCLI #678905 

 
 
 
 
 



* Advent Acclamation:  (Pastor John & Congregation)     
 (Bulletin & Screen) 
  Leader:  In love you came to a stable in Bethlehem  
     to become one with us.  
  People:    In love you walked the plains and hills of Galilee 
     and Judea to teach us how to live.  
 

  Leader:   In love you were nailed on a cross on Calvary  
     to bear away our sin.  
  People:   In love you rose from a tomb in Joseph’s garden 
     to defeat death’s power over us.  
 

  Leader:   In love you ascended beyond the clouds  
     to be our reigning Lord.  
  All:    You came to love us so that we need never  
     feel unloved, deserted, alone, condemned. 
 

*God’s Blessing:   (Pastor John ) (Leader’s Guide Only) 
  May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely;  
  and may your spirit and soul and body  
  be kept sound and blameless  
  at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
  The one who calls you is faithful,  
  and he will do this. —1 Thessalonians 5:23-24, NRSV 
 

* Parting Praise:  “Alleluia He is Coming” v. 1-4  (WT, Piano)   
 *Last chorus acapella!  
 1. I looked up and I saw my Lord a-coming.   
  I looked up and I saw my Lord a-coming  
  down the road. 
  

 Chorus 
  Alleluia; He is coming.  Alleluia He is here.   
  Alleluia, He is coming.  Alleluia, He is here. 
 

 2. I looked up and I saw my Lord a-weepin’.  
  I looked up and I saw my Lord a-weepin’ for my sins. 
   

 Chorus 
 

 3. I looked up and saw my Lord a-dying 
  I looked up and saw my Lord a-dying on the cross. 
 



 Chorus 
  Alleluia; He is coming.  Alleluia He is here.   
  Alleluia, He is coming.  Alleluia, He is here. 
  

 Acapella 

 4. I looked up and I saw my Lord a-rising.  
  I looked up and I saw my Lord a-rising from the grave. 
 

 Chorus 
     

 “Alleluia, He Is Coming” Words and Music by Martha Butler, ©1992 Mercy  
 Publishing, All Rights Reserved. International Copyright Secured.   
 Used by permission.  CCLI# 678905 

 

 Postlude 
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First CRC Bulletin 

Announcements 

December 21, 2025 
THE DEADLINE FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS THIS NEXT 

WEEK IS TUESDAY, 9:00 A.M. 

 

Deep Thoughts with PB & J:  
What is a difficult experience you went through that you initially 
resented but now feel grateful for? 
 
OUR CHURCH FAMILY: 
Beth will be out of the office from Dec. 26 to Jan. 2. Angela S. will be 
filling in, but please get any announcements to Beth for the week of 
Christmas by the 23rd (Tuesday of this coming week).  
 
There is Choir practice this morning after church. 
 
2026 Family Visiting Schedule:  In your church mailbox today is a 
communication from the elders and a 'family visiting schedule' for 2026. 
Please take the time to read through the communication carefully and 
reach out to an elder accordingly if you have any questions and/or 
concerns. If for some reason your name was accidentally left off the 
schedule - please contact the church office immediately so that we can 
schedule you accordingly. Thank you! 
 
Dear congregation of Mount Vernon 1st CRC, 
    Jeanne and I want to express our gratitude and appreciation to you 
for the prayers, cards, love, and expressions of emotional and financial 
support during Jeanne's recovery from her stroke. Even though we 
don't know the full extent of her recovery, we are assured that God is 
sovereign in all things, whether good or challenging times and his 
presence we always be with us. 
 
     It is truly a blessing for us to be part of the family of God thru 



friendships, churches and Christian school. We are reminded of the 
verses of Matthew 5: 13-16 were it reads in one part of this passage, " 
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl . Instead they 
put it on a stand and it gives light to everyone in the house". This 
verse is certainly true of Mount Vernon 1st CRC. Thank you for being 
such a blessing to Jeanne and I in the many ways you have let your 
light shine for the glory of God our Father in Heaven. 
                               In Christ, Hank and Jeanne Annema 
 
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study meets every other Tuesday morning and is 
currently working through the books of Samuel. They will be meeting 
on Tuesday, Dec. 23. 
 
 
 
Worship Service YouTube Links:  
AM, December 14 Service: https://youtube.com/live/fJ0es0o5O-A?
feature=share 
 
First CRC’s Worship Services are now being livestreamed! Go to our 
YouTube Channel at: https://www.youtube.com/@1stcrcmv841 
You will see the option for the worship service Livestream there. 
 
There is an extended meal train available for Greg and Tish 
Ackermann while Tish is recuperating from blood clots in her leg. 
Please sign up! https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mealtrain.com%2Ftrains%2Fgz659m%
2Fupdates%2F9lw40v&data=05%7C02%7Csecretary%
40firstcrcmv.com%7Caf1660284ab843b13a8d08de2dbd1e03%
7Ca1434b7807a4459d8013a569e2488c52%7C0%7C0%
7C638998487438701392%7CUnknown%
7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCI
sIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%
7C&sdata=YQZq6tCiBVplRhiqSIdSbrD0bMQ2R8rOOJ5sB6dph3U%
3D&reserved=0 
 
Post High School Pizza Party! This year's yearly pizza party for post-high 
school students has been scheduled for Tuesday, Dec. 30 at 6pm at 
Coconut Kenny’s in Burlington. Please pass the word and then RSVP to 
Pastor John (jknoes0812@gmail.com) or to Beth at 
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(secretary@firstcrcmv.com) sometime before Christmas!     
 
Pre-Profession of Faith/New Members Class: In case you missed the 
opportunity this past summer - a new Pre-Profession of Faith and/or 
New Members class will be available on various Sundays and/or other 
days over the Christmas Break (Dec. 21-Jan. 18). If interested in 
participating - please reach out to Pastor John no later than December 
1. The dates are flexible and so are the study materials to be used 
depending on what would work best for those participating. 
Dear Friends, 
      The word “Advent” literally means ‘coming’ or ‘arrival’ – usually of 
some noble person, or king. The early church was looking ahead to 
Christ’s return as King. However, sometime in the middle ages, the 
church started to use Advent as a time to look back at Christ’s first 
coming. 
      During this Advent season we are going to do both. We certainly 
want to remember and celebrate the first coming of Christ, but we also 
want to anticipate his coming again. We are, after all, a people of both 
memory and hope. 
     In the weeks to come we are going to ask the who, when, how, 
where, and why questions of both the first coming of Jesus Christ and 
also his future second coming. The purpose is to provide biblical 
encouragement for the present and then also biblical hope for the 
future. May God bless us in our Advent journey!    In His Grace, Pastor 
John 
 
4.     Dec. 21 – “Where is He Coming?” (Micah 5:2, Revelation 21:1-5) 
5.     Dec. 25 – “Why is He Coming?”  (Luke 2:1-20, Romans 8:18-39) 
 
CALENDAR:  
Greeters/Coffee Hosts: December 21am: Terry & Mandi D., Marjo R. 
December 21pm: Cody & Amy S., Karen J. 
Next Week, December Christmas Day: Larry & Margaret VP, Brooke K. 
December 28: Jeremy & Shanna V., Clarence K. 

 
Worship Team December 21am: Kevin & Glenda K., Emma S., Ella VH 
December 21pm: Eliot B., Julie S., Adriana & Tessa S. 
Next Week, December 25: Greg & Beth B. 
December 28: ?? 
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Nursery: December 21: Catherine VK & Noah VK 
Next Week, December 28: Mandi D. & Riley VV 
 

December 21: Heidi B., Nolan B.
Next Week, December 28: Tim VH, Tess VDH 
 
TODAY:  
Sunday, December 21: 
9:30am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship Service, Choir Practice 
6:30pm: Candlelight Service 
After Candlelight Youth Group Christmas Party 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Tues, Dec. 23, 7:00am: Men’s Bible Study 

Thurs., Dec. 25, 10am: Christmas Day Service 

Sun., Jan. 4: Potluck to send off Brad to Iowa. 

Weds., Jan. 7, 6:30-8:30pm: GEMS 

 

CRC ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Kids Corner Devotions: Advent at Home: Away in a Manger - Check 
out this week’s kids’ devotion, “Advent at Home: Away in the Manger” 
at www.kidscorner.net. Jesus knows what it feels like to be human, 
just like you. This means He understands when you’re tired, hurt, or 
having a hard day. He loves you so much and always knows how to 
comfort and care for you! Explore all the great content at 
kidscorner.net, including the Kids Corner Christmas Collection of 
devotions, Bible stories, crafts, and activities. 
 
Groundwork: The Light of the World Among Us - Together, let’s 
explore the moment Isaiah’s anticipation of light turns to the reality of 
the light of the world among us. Join Groundwork as we study Isaiah 
9:2-7, Luke 2:1-20, John 8:12, Ephesians 5:8-9, and Revelation 22:5 to 
discuss Jesus Christ’s birth, life, and the hope he brings, uncovering the 
profound meaning of Christ’s light shining in our world and how we 



live as children of light. GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to 
Groundwork's weekly emails for future episodes. 
 
Help Families Affected by the Pacific Northwest Flooding - Beginning 
December 8, heavy nonstop rains have led to record flooding in 
western and central parts of Washington state, killing at least one 
person and forcing tens of thousands of people to evacuate due to 
profound damage to homes and communities. World Renew Disaster 
Response Services (DRS) is preparing a response to help flood 
survivors, including in communities already recovering from severe 
flooding in 2021. Please join us in prayer and donate to help flood 
survivors at worldrenew.net/northwest, by calling 1-800-552-7972, or 
by mailing a check made out to World Renew, with "Pacific Northwest 
Floods 2025" in the memo line, to: World Renew, 8970 Byron 
Commerce Dr SW, Byron Center, MI 49315.  
 

 

People to be remembered with 
prayers, cards, letters & words of 
encouragement.  Email the office at 
secretary@firstcrcmv.com or call the 
church office at (336-2405) by 9:00 
am Thursday of each week with your 
prayer items.  
 

CONTINUING REQUESTS: 
Please pray for all those in our area who have been affected by the 
recent flooding! 
 

Amy Stiles got encouraging results from her heart test. Her heart is 
stable with a bit of improvement. Please pray her heart continues to 
grow stronger with each day. 
 

Please pray for the Spencer and Janelle Donaldson family. Pray for 
Spirit-filled wisdom, guidance, patience and peace for all those 
involved in Kyle’s accident, and that God’s grace and love will permeate 
all areas of the journey ahead. 
 

Please keep Tish Ackermann in prayers. She is currently receiving 
physical therapy on a regular basis for her knee. Please pray for swift 
healing. 
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SHUT INS: Nell Annema and Shirley Boonstra at Birchview Memory 
Care in Sedro-Woolley; Marjean DeGroot at Mountain Glen in Mount 
Vernon; Martha Haarsma at home in Mount Vernon, Clarence Vander 
Griend at Home Place in Burlington; Sally Reehorn at Creekside in 
Burlington. 
 

OTHER REQUESTS: (CRC Communications) 
Monday December 15 - World Renew: Flooding, food security 
Pray for families in Bangladesh whose homes and farms have been 
damaged by heavy flooding. Many fields remain flooded, and people 
struggle to grow food and earn income. Ask God to keep families safe 
and provide what they need. Pray that our partners can help 
communities rebuild and find long-term ways to grow food and stay 
strong. 
 
Tuesday December 16- Resonate: Campus ministries 
Resonate partner campus ministers throughout Canada and the United 
States ask for prayer for students, faculty, and staff on their campuses 
as they wrap up courses for this semester. Ask God to ease anxiety and 
stress as students work on final projects, papers, and exams. 
 

Wednesday December 17 - Dordt University: Students 
Please pray for students as they grow in faith, learning, and 
community. Ask that they may live out their faith in every area of life, 
form purposeful relationships, and discern God’s calling—becoming all 
that God has created them to be and doing all that he has prepared for 
them to do. 
 

Thursday December 18 - ReFrame: Japanese ministry 
Rev. Masao asks for prayers for outreach to young people. Evangelizing 
the younger generation can be challenging, and Japan is no exception. 
The team aims to create short videos for young viewers, releasing 
about two per week. Please ask God to provide the resources, 
creativity, and connections needed for this initiative, and may young 
people be inspired to seek Christ. 
 

Friday December 19 - Candidacy Committee: Gathering 
Please ask that Classis Ministerial Leadership teams across our 
denomination may be stirred to attend a CMLT Gathering in Phoenix, 
Ariz., in February so that they can spend time in focused prayer, 
discussion, and planning for leadership development in their classes. 



Join us in asking the Spirit to work through this gathering to guide, 
inspire, and empower. 
 

Saturday December 20 - Resonate: Japan 
“Lift up the Japanese people as many silently struggle with loneliness, 
pressure, depression, and one of the highest suicide rates among 
developed nations. Pray for healing, hope, and the light of Christ to 
break through,” ask missionaries Charles and Hensel Oh, who serve in 
Japan. 
 

Sunday December 21 - Calvin Theological Seminary: Christmas break 
Many of our students, especially from outside North America, are not 
able to travel home to be with family for the holidays. Pray for all who 
travel as well as for those who are apart from family during this season, 
that tidings of comfort and joy may overflow in their homes this year. 


