Welcome to First Christian Reformed Church!
Pastor John Knoester
December 7, 2025 ¢ Second Sunday in Advent

* Please stand in body or in spirit

“Wy soul cries out with a joyful shout
that the God of my heart is great,”

Prelude
Welcome

* Sung Call to Worship: LUYH #56 v. 1-4
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us,
let us find our rest in thee.

2. lIsrael’s strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art:
dear desire of every nation,
joy of every longing heart.

3. Born thy people to deliver,
born a child and yet a king,
born to reign in us forever,
now thy gracious kingdom bring.

4. By thine own eternal Spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all-sufficient merit

raise us to thy glorious throne.

Words: Charles Wesley (1744), P.D.; Music: Christian F. Witt’s Psalmodia Sacra,
1715; adapt. Henry J. Gauntlett, 1861; desc. John W. Wilson © 1983 Hope
Publishing Company; CCLI# 678905

* Opening Prayer



*Call to Worship: (Based on Joel 2:1)
Blow the trumpet in Zion;
sound the alarm on my holy hill.
Let all who live in the land tremble,
for the day of the Lord is coming.
It is close at hand.
Come, let us worship God. —based on Joel 2:1, NIV

* Opening Hymn of Praise: LUYH #60v. 1,3,4
“Hark, the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes”
1. Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes,
the Savior promised long!
Let every heart prepare a throne,
and every voice a song.

3. He comes the broken heart to bind,
the wounded soul to cure,
and with the treasures of his grace to
enrich the humbled poor.

4. Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
your welcome shall proclaim,
and heaven’s eternal arches ring

with your beloved name.
Words: Philip Doddridge (1735); based on Isaiah 61:1-2, P.D. CCLI #678905

* God’s Greeting

* We Greet Each Other
(During the mutual greeting those lighting the Advent candle are
invited to make their way forward)

“And wmy spirit sings of the wondrous things
that you bring +o the ones who wait”

Announcements

Lighting of the Advent Candle
Reader #1: We light these candles as a sign
of the coming light of Christ

People: Advent means coming;
We are preparing for the full coming
of God’s kingdom.



Reader #2:

Reader #1:

Reader #2:

People:

The nations shall beat their swords
into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nations,
neither shall they learn war anymore.

— lIsaiah 2:4, NRSV

The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.
— Isaiah 11:6, NRSV

Prepare the way of the Lord.

We light this candle in love,

the love that Jesus, our Savior, has for us.
Prepare, then, the way of the Lord.

(The 2nd Advent candle is lit)

* Hymn of Response: LUYH #59 v. 1-3
“Comfort, Comfort Now My People”
1. Comfort, comfort now my people;
speak of peace: so says our God.
Comfort those who sit in darkness,
mourning under sorrow’s load.
Cry out to Jerusalem
of the peace that waits for them;
tell her that her sins | cover
and her warfare now is over.

2. Forthe herald’s voice is crying
in the desert far and near,
calling all to true repentance,
since the kingdom now is here.
Oh, that warning cry obey!
Now prepare for God a way!
Let the valleys rise to meet him
and the hills bow down to greet him.



3. Then make straight what long was crooked;
make the rougher places plain.
Let your hearts be true and humble,
as befits his holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord
now on earth is shed abroad,
and all flesh shall see the token

that God’s word is never broken.

ISAIAH 40:1-5: Words: Isaiah 40:1-5; vers. Johannes G. Olearius, 1671; tr.
Catherine Winkworth, 1863, alt., P.D.; Music: Louis Bourgeois (ca. 1510-1561),
1551; harm. Johann Criiger (1592-1662), 1658, P.D.

Offering: General Fund
Offertory Video: “Exile” — The Bible Project

(Following the offertory video the children are invited forward
for the Children’s Message)

Children’s Message — Mrs. Marjo Rouw
(Following the children’s message children ages 3-3" grade are
invited to make their way to Children in Worship in the Fellowship Hall)

* Song of Preparation: LUYH #67 v. 1-3
“Blessed Be the God of Israel”
1. Blessed be the God of Israel,
who comes to set us free
and raises up new hope for us:
a Branch from David’s tree.
So have the prophets long declared
that with a mighty arm
God would turn back our enemies
and all who wish us harm.

2. With promised mercy will God still
the covenant recall,
the oath once sworn to Abraham,
from foes to save us all,
that we might worship without fear
and offer lives of praise,
in holiness and righteousness
to serve God all our days.



My child, as prophet of the Lord,
you will prepare the way,

to tell God’s people they are saved
from sin’s eternal sway.

Then shall God’s mercy from on high
shine forth and never cease

to drive away the gloom of death

and lead us into peace.
Words: Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944) © 1989 Hope Publishing Company CCLI #678905

“Jou fixed your sight o vour servant’s plight,

and my weakviess ou did vot spurn,”

Scripture Readings: Daniel 9:20-27, | Thessalonians 4:13-5:11

Prayer of lllumination

Message: “Advent Then and Now — When is He Coming?”

Time of Prayer

“So from east to west shall my name be blest.

Could the world be about +o +turn?”

* Hymn of Application: LUYH #69 v. 1-4
“My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout”

1.

My soul cries out with a joyful shout

that the God of my heart is great,

and my spirit sings of the wondrous things
that you bring to the ones who wait.

You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight,
and my weakness you did not spurn,

so from east to west shall my name be blest.
Could the world be about to turn?

Refrain

My heart shall sing of the day you bring.

Let the fires of your justice burn.

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,
and the world is about to turn!



Though | am small, my God, my all,

you work great things in me,

and your mercy will last from the depths of the past
to the end of the age to be.

Your very name puts the proud to shame,

and to those who would for you yearn,

you will show your might, put the strong to flight,
for the world is about to turn.

Refrain

3.

From the halls of power to the fortress tower,
not a stone will be left on stone.

Let the king beware for your justice tears
every tyrant from his throne.

The hungry poor shall weep no more

for the food they can never earn;

there are tables spread, every mouth be fed,
for the world is about to turn.

Refrain

4.

Though the nations rage from age to age,
we remember who holds us fast:

God’s mercy must deliver us

from the conqueror’s crushing grasp.

This saving word that our forebears heard

is the promise which holds us bound,

till the spear and rod can be crushed by God,
who is turning the world around.

Refrain

Luke 1:45-55:Words: Rory Cooney (b. 1952), based on the Magnificat,

© 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.; Music: Irish traditional; arr. Rory Cooney
©1990 GIA Publications, Inc.; All rights reserved. OnelLicense.net License #A-
711218



* Advent Acclamation:
Leader: God holds this world in sovereign love.
He kept his promise, sending Jesus into the world.
He poured out his Spirit and broadcast his news
that sinners who repent and believe in Jesus
can live and breathe and move again
as members of the family of God.

People: We rejoice in the goodness of God,
renounce the works of darkness,
and dedicate ourselves to holy living.

Leader: As covenant partners, called to faithful obedience,
and set free for joyful praise,
we offer our hearts and lives
to do God’s work in his world.
With tempered impatience,
eager to see injustice ended,
we expect the Day of the Lord.

People: And we are confident
that the light that shines in the present darkness
will fill the earth when Christ appears.
Come, Lord Jesus! Our world belongs to you.
—Our World Belongs to God, st. 5-6

* God’s Blessing

* Parting Praise: “Alleluia He is Coming” v. 1-4
1. Ilooked up and|saw my Lord a-coming.
| looked up and | saw my Lord a-coming
down the road.

Chorus
Alleluia; He is coming. Alleluia He is here.
Alleluia, He is coming. Alleluia, He is here.

2. |looked up and | saw my Lord a-weepin’.
| looked up and | saw my Lord a-weepin’ for my sins.

Chorus



3. |looked up and saw my Lord a-dying
| looked up and saw my Lord a-dying on the cross.

Chorus

Acapella
4. |looked up and | saw my Lord a-rising.
| looked up and | saw my Lord a-rising from the grave.

Chorus
Alleluia; He is coming. Alleluia He is here.
Alleluia, He is coming. Alleluia, He is here.
“Alleluia, He Is Coming” Words and Music by Martha Butler, ©1992 Mercy

Publishing, All Rights Reserved. International Copyright Secured.
Used by permission. CCLI# 678905

Postlude

Welcome! A hearty welcome to all who have come to worship. We
gather in gratitude before our loving Creator and Sustainer. Let us
approach God with purity of heart and reach out to each other with
care and joy. After the morning service all are invited to the fellowship
hall next to the sanctuary for a cup of coffee or juice and continued
fellowship.

Tech Team Today: Next Week:
December 7 December 14
Sound: Henry H. Mardy S.
Projection: Tim H. Maddie D.
Video: Isaac D. Brandon S.

Offering:

General Fund

General Fund




First CRC

Bulletin Avuvouncements
December 7, 2025

The deadline for announcements this next week is Thursday, 9:00 A.M.

Deep Thoughts with PB & J:
If your week were a candle, is the flame burning bright, low, or
somewhere in between? Why?

OUR CHURCH FAMILY:

There is an extended meal train available for Greg and Tish Ackermann
while Tish is recuperating from blood clots in her leg. Please sign up!
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%
2Fwww.mealtrain.com%2Ftrains%2Fgz659m%2Fupdates%
2F9lw40v&data=05%7C02%7Csecretary%40firstcrcmv.com%
7Caf1660284ab843b13a8d08de2dbd1e03%
7Cal434b780724459d8013a569e2488c52%7C0%7C0%
7C638998487438701392%7CUnknown%
7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUslIYiQilwLjAuMDAwWMCIs
IIAiQiJXaW4zMilslkFOIljoiTWFpbClsIldUljoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%
7C&sdata=YQZq6tCiBVplRhiqSIdSbrDObMQ2R8r00J5sB6dph3U%
3D&reserved=0

There is Choir practice this morning after church.

There is a sign-up sheet for volunteers to bring some Christmas
cookies for after the Candlelight Service.

Christmas Gift Baskets for Shut-ins: Are you interested in making a
Christmas gift basket for one of our many shut-ins? If so, there is a sign-
up sheet waiting for you on the table in the fellowship hall. The baskets
need not be elaborate - just fill it with your love! Please bring them to
church no later than Sunday, Dec. 21 as they will most likely be
delivered on Monday, Dec. 22. Thank you!


https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mealtrain.com%2Ftrains%2Fgz659m%2Fupdates%2F9lw40v&data=05%7C02%7Csecretary%40firstcrcmv.com%7Caf1660284ab843b13a8d08de2dbd1e03%7Ca1434b7807a4459d8013a569e2488c52%7C0%7C0%7C6389984874387013
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https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mealtrain.com%2Ftrains%2Fgz659m%2Fupdates%2F9lw40v&data=05%7C02%7Csecretary%40firstcrcmv.com%7Caf1660284ab843b13a8d08de2dbd1e03%7Ca1434b7807a4459d8013a569e2488c52%7C0%7C0%7C6389984874387013
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https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mealtrain.com%2Ftrains%2Fgz659m%2Fupdates%2F9lw40v&data=05%7C02%7Csecretary%40firstcrcmv.com%7Caf1660284ab843b13a8d08de2dbd1e03%7Ca1434b7807a4459d8013a569e2488c52%7C0%7C0%7C6389984874387013
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Thank you to all those who signed up for Angel Tree to bless a child
with a gift for Christmas! Please have your gift wrapped, with the Angel
tree label on it, and returned to church by December 14. An open house
will be held December 15 for the families to come and pick up their
gifts. Thank you again for your generosity!

Dear Friends,

The word “Advent” literally means ‘coming’ or ‘arrival’ — usually of
some noble person, or king. The early church was looking ahead to
Christ’s return as King. However, sometime in the middle ages, the
church started to use Advent as a time to look back at Christ’s first
coming.

During this Advent season we are going to do both. We certainly
want to remember and celebrate the first coming of Christ, but we also
want to anticipate his coming again. We are, after all, a people of both
memory and hope.

In the weeks to come we are going to ask the who, when, how,
where, and why questions of both the first coming of Jesus Christ and
also his future second coming. The purpose is to provide biblical
encouragement for the present and then also biblical hope for the
future. May God bless us in our Advent journey!

In His Grace, Pastor John

1. Nov.30-“Who is Coming?” (Psalm 2, Matthew 25:31-34)

2. Dec.7 - “When is He Coming?” (Daniel 9:20-27, | Thess. 4:13-5:11)
3. Dec. 14— “How is He Coming?” (Matthew 1:18-25 and various
texts)

4. Dec. 21 - “Where is He Coming?” (Micah 5:2, Revelation 21:1-5)

5. Dec. 25— “Why is He Coming?” (Luke 2:1-20, Romans 8:18-39)

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study meets every other Tuesday morning and is
currently working through the books of Samuel. They will be meeting
next on Tuesday, Dec. 9.

Post High School Pizza Party! This year's yearly pizza party for post-high
school students has been scheduled for Tuesday, Dec. 30 at 6pm at
Coconut Kenny’s in Burlington. Please pass the word and then RSVP to
Pastor John (jknoes0812 @gmail.com) or to Beth at
(secretary@firstcrcmv.com) sometime before Christmas!



mailto:jknoes0812@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@firstcrcmv.com

Pre-Profession of Faith/New Members Class: In case you missed the
opportunity this past summer - a new Pre-Profession of Faith and/or
New Members class will be available on various Sundays and/or other
days over the Christmas Break (Dec. 21-Jan. 18). If interested in
participating - please reach out to Pastor John no later than December
1. The dates are flexible and so are the study materials to be used
depending on what would work best for those participating.

Worship Service YouTube Links:

Thanksgiving Eve Service:

https://youtube.com/live/WN82FbcbZ4E ?feature=share

AM, November 30 Service: https://youtube.com/live/ItMz6tGoRCE?
feature=share

First CRC’s Worship Services are now being livestreamed! Go to our
YouTube Channel at: https://www.youtube.com/@ 1stcrcmv841
You will see the option for the worship service Livestream there.

CALENDAR:
Greeters/Coffee Hosts: December 7: Cody & Angela S., Bob DG
Next Week, December 14: Derek & Heidi B., Erik & Theresa VK

Worship Team December 7: Men’s Group
Next Week, December 14: Greg B., Heidi B., Adriana & Tessa S.

Nursery: December 7: Jennie VDV, Emily VH
Next Week, December 14: Glenda K & Tessa S

Children in Worship: December 7: Julie S., Ella VH
Next Week, December 14: Angela S., Riley VV

THIS WEEK:

Sunday, December 7:

9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship Service, Choir Practice
6:30 pm Youth Group

Weds., Dec. 10, 7:00-9:00pm: Cadets

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Sun., Dec. 21, 6:30pm: Candlelight Service
Thurs., Dec. 25, 10am: Christmas Day Service
Sun., Jan. 4: Potluck to send off Brad to lowa.



https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2F%401stcrcmv841&data=05%7C02%7Csecretary%40firstcrcmv.com%7C7849f255b17f45c310bd08ddb99e3615%7Ca1434b7807a4459d8013a569e2488c52%7C0%7C0%7C638870811355975266%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ

REQUESTED ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Come join residents of Heather Village on Tuesday, December 9 from
1pm-2pm for a good old-fashioned Christmas Carol Hymn Sing!
Refreshments will be provided after the singing!

CRC ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Kids Corner Devotions: Advent at Home: Silent Night - Check out this
week’s kids’ devotion, “Advent at Home: Silent Night” at
www.kidscorner.net. Do your worries ever feel really loud? You can
tell them, “Shhhhhh! Jesus is here,” and remember that He loves you
and gives you peace. Explore all the great content at kidscorner.net,
including the Kids Corner Christmas Collection of devotions, Bible
stories, crafts, and activities.

Thrive Faith Formation Tip - Advent is a season of waiting for Jesus.
This week bring awareness to moments in your daily life when you are
waiting. Instead of pulling out your phone or passing time with another
distraction, use that time to connect with God in prayer. For example,
if you're in a doctor’s office waiting room, try praying with your eyes
open, talking to God about the people who work there and those who
come for care. If you have children, invite them to point out things you
can pray for as you are waiting and then pray for them together.
Whether you are in the school pick-up line, sitting in traffic, or waiting
for vegetables to roast, embrace the opportunity to spend time with
God. Brought to you by Thrive: crcna.org/Thrive

World Renew Nicaragua Young Adults Trip- Young adults (18-30),
join us in Nicaragua from February 13-22, 2026! Experience God in
another culture, while you explore poverty, international development
and the global church through the lens of faith. Discover the impact of
World Renew's work, witnessing how Nicaraguans are transforming
their lives through faith and resilience. To learn more about this trip
and to register, visit: https://bit.ly/nicaragua2026info



prayers, cards, letters & words of

i‘ U e encouragement. Email the office
' PMY at secretary@firstcrcmv.com or call
the church office at (336-2405) by

for -you? 9:00 am Thursday of each week

with your prayer items.

/ \ HOW C Al Peorle to be remembered with

NEW REQUEST:
Amy and Cody Stiles are heading to Seattle on December 8th for a

follow up scan on Amy’s heart. Prayers are appreciated for safe travels
and peace with the entire process. Amy’s last visit to the Heart
Institute was very encouraging and she is hopeful that this test will
show stability and even more improvement towards normal heart
function. God is good, no matter what, but your prayers are blessings
too. Thank you :-)

Please pray for the Spencer and Janelle Donaldson family. Kyle was in
a very serious car accident this past week. Although he is physically
fine, they are grieving the other family’s loss. Pray for Spirit-filled
wisdom, guidance, patience and peace for all those involved, and that
God'’s grace and love will permeate all areas of the journey ahead.

CONTINUING REQUESTS:

Please keep Tish Ackermann in prayers. She is currently receiving
physical therapy on a regular basis for her knee. Please pray for swift
healing.

SHUT INS: Nell Annema and Shirley Boonstra at Birchview Memory
Care in Sedro-Woolley; Marjean DeGroot at Mountain Glen in Mount
Vernon; Martha Haarsma at home in Mount Vernon, Clarence Vander
Griend at Home Place in Burlington; Sally Reehorn at Creekside in
Burlington.

OTHER REQUESTS: (CRC Communications)

Sunday November 30 - CRC Communications: First Sunday of Advent
Today the church around the world begins a time of reflection and
anticipation as we remember the incarnation of Christ—Immanuel
(“God with us”)—and his coming return. May our hearts ever be open
to his love, grace, and peace.



mailto:secretary@firstcrcmv.com%20

Monday December 1 - Resonate Global Mission: Michigan

Give thanks with the ministry staff at the Grand Valley State University
Campus Ministry for about 600 students who attend Sunday-evening
worship gatherings. “Students show up week after week ready to
worship, dive into the Word, and connect with each other,” share the
campus ministers. May all grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ.

Tuesday December 2 - ReFrame Ministries: Prayer ministry

Marci shared through our prayer website that after quitting smoking
last year, she was diagnosed with lung cancer. She has undergone
several treatments and is thankful for God’s mercy through her ordeal.
Marci asks for prayer to overcome the temptation to smoke again and
to find strength and peace as she leans on God for healing.

Wednesday December 3 - World Renew: 16 Days of Activism

During the 16 Days of Activism against Gender-based Violence (Nov. 25
- Dec. 10), we join with partners and churches worldwide to stand for
safety and dignity for women and girls. Pray for healing for all affected
by violence and for courage among leaders working for change. May
God use these efforts to build communities of peace and respect.

Thursday December 4 - Resonate: Cambodia

Give thanks for Sarath, a pastor whom Resonate missionaries Ly Chhay
and Navy Chann-Chhay are mentoring, and for his growing church in
Phnom Penh, Cambodia. Please pray for the members of this church as
they grow in relationship with Jesus and share the good news of
salvation with friends and family.

Friday December 5 - Thrive: Advent Worship

Please lift up your congregation’s worship leaders and planners in
prayer. As Advent brings a full and busy season of preparation for
Christmas, ask God to renew their strength, fill their hearts with joy in
their calling, and provide plenty of rest amid the busyness.

Saturday December 6 - Intercultural Ministry: Cohorts

Praise God that the East Intercultural Ministry Cohorts enjoyed a
blessed gathering in November. Pray that participants will continue to
grow in understanding, friendship, and collaboration. Praise God also
that the West Cohort has now begun, and pray that their time
together will foster unity, learning, and mutual encouragement in
ministry.



