
Welcome to First Christian Reformed Church! 
Pastor John Knoester 

November 23, 2025   10:30AM Service 
 
* Please stand in body or in spirit 
 

“Glorious things of thee are spoken,  

Zion, city of our God.”  
 

 Prelude  
 

 Welcome  
 

* Sung Call to Worship: LUYH #286 v. 1-4  
 “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken”  

1. Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
 Zion, city of our God. 
 He, whose word cannot be broken 
 formed thee for his own abode. 
 On the Rock of Ages founded, 
 what can shake thy sure repose? 
 With salvation’s walls surrounded, 
 thou may’st smile at all thy foes. 
 

2. See, the streams of living waters, 
 springing from eternal love, 
 well supply thy sons and daughters 

 and all fear of want remove. 
 Who can faint while such a river 
 ever flows their thirst to_assuage? 
 Grace, which like the Lord, the giver, 
 never fails from age to age. 
 

3. Round each habitation hovering, 
 see the cloud and fire appear 
 for a glory and a covering, 
 showing that the Lord is near. 
 Thus deriving from their banner 
 light by night and shade by day, 
 safe they feed upon the manna 
 which God gives them on their way. 
 



4. Savior, since of Zion’s city 
 I through grace a member am, 
 let the world deride or pity, 
 I will glory in your name. 
 Fading are the world’s best pleasures, 
 all its boasted pomp and show; 
 solid joys and lasting treasures 
 none but Zion’s children know. 

 PSALM 87; Words: John Newton, 1779, alt., P.D.; Music:  Franz Joseph  Haydn 

 (1732-1809), 1797, P.D.; CCLI #678905  
 

* Opening Prayer  
 

* Call to Worship: 
  Leader:   Praise the Lord. 
  People:  The Lord’s name be praised!  
 

  Leader:   We will give thanks to you, O Lord,  
     with our whole heart;  
  People:  We will tell of all your wonderful deeds! 
 

  Leader:   We will be glad and exult in you; 
  People:  We will sing praise to your name, O Most High. 
      — Based on Psalm 9:1-2 
  

* Opening Song of Praise: LUYH #296 v. 1-3  “We Are Called”  
1. Come! Live in the light! 
 Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! 
 We are called to be light for the kingdom, 
 to live in the freedom of the city of God. 
 

Refrain 
 We are called to act with justice, 
 we are called to love tenderly; 
 we are called to serve one another, 
 to walk humbly with God. 
 

2. Come! Open your heart! 
 Show your mercy to all those in fear! 
 We are called to be hope for the hopeless 
 so hatred and blindness will be no more. 
 

Refrain 
 



3. Sing! Sing a new song! 
 Sing of that great day when all will be one! 
 God will reign, and we’ll walk with each other 
 as sisters and brothers united in love. 
 

Refrain 
 We are called to act with justice, 
 we are called to love tenderly; 
 we are called to serve one another, 
 to walk humbly with God. 
 Words and Music: David Haas (b. 1957) © 1988 GIA Publications, Inc.; All rights 

reserved.  OneLicense.net License #A-711218 
 

* God’s Greeting and Greeting of One Another 
 

“He whose word cannot be broken  

formed thee for his own abode.”  
 

 Announcements 
 

 Call to Confession:  
  Christ calls us to share the heavenly banquet of his love  
  with all the saints in earth and heaven.  
  Knowing our unworthiness and sin,  
  Let us ask from him both mercy and forgiveness. 
 

 Prayer of Confession 
 

 Words of Assurance:   
  You are no longer strangers and aliens,  
  but you are citizens with the saints  
  and also members of the household of God,  
  built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,  
  with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.  
  In him the whole structure is joined together  
  and grows into a holy temple in the Lord;  
  in whom you also are built together spiritually  
  into a dwelling place for God.  —Ephesians 2:19-22, NRSV 
 

  
 
 



 The Law of God:  
  9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.  
  10 Be devoted to one another in love.  
  Honor one another above yourselves.  
  11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, 
  serving the Lord.  
  12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.  
  13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need.  
  Practice hospitality. 
     14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.  
  15 Rejoice with those who rejoice;  
  mourn with those who mourn.  
  16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud,  
     but be willing to associate with people of low position.  
  Do not be conceited. 
     17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do  
  what is right in the eyes of everyone.  
  18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, 
  live at peace with everyone.  
  19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends,  
  but leave room for God’s wrath,  
  for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,”  
  says the Lord.  
  20 On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 
  if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 
  In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 
     21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
  

* Song of Response: LUYH #682 “There is One Gospel” v. 1-4  
- CityAlight   

1. There is one Gospel on which I stand 
For all eternity 
It is my story, my Father’s plan 
The Son has rescued me 
Oh what a Gospel, Oh what a peace 
My highest joy and my deepest need 
Now and forever He is my light 
I stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
 



2. There is one Gospel to which I cling 
All else I count as loss 
For there where justice and mercy meet 
He saved me on the cross 
No more I boast in what I can bring 
No more I carry the weight of sin 
For He has brought me from death to life 
I stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

3. There is one Gospel where hope is found 
The empty tomb still speaks 
For death could not keep my Saviour down 
He lives and I am free 
Now on my Saviour I fix my eyes 
My life is His and His hope is mine 
For he has promised I too will rise 
I stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

4. And in this Gospel the church is one 
We do not walk alone 
We have His Spirit as we press on 
To lead us safely home 
And when in glory still I will sing 
Of this old story that rescued me 
Praise to my Savior the King of life 
I stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

 Ending 
And when in glory still I will sing 
Of this old story that rescued me 
Praise to my Saviour the King of life 
I stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
Praise to my Saviour the King of life 
I stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
I stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
CCLI Song # 7199817© 2022 CityAlight MusicFor use solely with the SongSelect® 
Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.comCCLI License # 678905 

 

 Offering: General Fund 
 

 Offertory 
(Following the offertory children ages 3-3rd grade are invited  

 to make their way to Children in Worship in the Fellowship Hall) 



* Song of Preparation: LUYH #899 v. 1-3  “Seek Ye First”  
1. Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
 and his righteousness, 
 and all these things shall be added unto you. 
 Allelu, alleluia. 
  

2. Ask and it shall be given unto you; 
 seek and you shall find; 
 knock and the door shall be opened unto you. 
 Allelu, alleluia. 
  

Sing acapella 
3. We do not live by bread alone, 
 but by every word 
 that proceeds from the mouth of God. 
 Allelu, alleluia. 
 Words and Music: Matthew 6:33, 7:7, 4:4; para. Karen Lafferty, 1972,  

© 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin  Music  Services; CCLI #678905 
 

“On the Rock of Ages founded,  

what can shake thy sure repose?” 
 

 Scripture Readings: Psalm 87, Ephesians 2:11-22, Matthew 28:16-20  
 

 Prayer of Illumination 
 

 Message: “Global Communion”  
 

 Time of Prayer 
 

“With salvation’s walls surrounded,  

thou may’st smile at all thy foes.”  
 

* Hymn of Application: Sing! #123 v. 1-3   
 “Bring Forth the Kingdom”  
 1. You are salt for the earth, O people:   
  salt for the kingdom of God! 
  Share the flavor of life, O people: 
  Life in the kingdom of God! 
 

  
 
 



 Refrain 
  Bring forth the kingdom of mercy; 
  pray for the kingdom of peace; 
  work for the kingdom of justice; 
  hope for the city of God! 
 

 2. You are a light on a hill, O people: 
  light for the city of God! 
  Shine so holy and bright, O people; 
  shine for the kingdom of God! 
 

 Refrain 
 

 3. You are a seed of the Word, O people: 
  live for the kingdom of God! 
  Seeds of mercy and seeds of justice, 
  grow in the kingdom of God! 
 

 Refrain 
 “Bring Forth the Kingdom” Words and Music: Mary Haugen; based on Matt. 5:13-16, 
 © 1986, G.I.A. Publications.  Use by permission.  All rights reserved.  
 OneLicense.netLicense #A-711218 
 

* We Proclaim our Faith: Belgic Confession Article 27 
   We believe and confess one single catholic  
  or universal church— a holy congregation and gathering  
  of true Christian believers,  
  awaiting their entire salvation in Jesus Christ,  
  being washed by his blood and sanctified and sealed  
  by the Holy Spirit.  
  This church has existed from the beginning of the world  
  and will last until the end, as appears from the fact  
  that Christ is eternal King who cannot be without subjects.  
  And this holy church is preserved by God  
  against the rage of the whole world,  
  even though for a time it may appear very small,  
  as though it were snuffed out.  
  And so this holy church is not confined, bound,  
  or limited to a certain place or certain persons.  
  But it is spread and dispersed throughout the entire world,  
  though still joined and united in heart and will,  
  in one and the same Spirit, by the power of faith.  
      —from Belgic Confession, Art. 27 



 

* God’s Blessing 
 

* Parting Praise: LUYH #489 v. 1-3 “By the Sea of Crystal”  
1. By the sea of crystal saints in glory stand,  
 myriads in number, drawn from every land. 
 Robed in white apparel, washed in Jesus’ blood, 
 they now reign in heaven with the Lamb of God. 
 

2. Out of tribulation, death, and Satan’s hand, 
 they have been translated at the Lord’s command. 
 In their hands they’re holding palms of victory. 
 Hark! the jubilant chorus shouts triumphantly: 
 

3. “Unto God Almighty, sitting on the throne, 
 and the Lamb, victorious, be the praise alone.” 
 God has wrought salvation; he did wondrous things. 
 Who shall not extol thee, holy King of kings! 
 Words: William Kuipers, 1933, based on Revelation 4-5, © 1976 Faith Alive 

Christian Resources; Music: John Vanderhoven, 1933, © 1976 Faith Alive 
Resources; CCLI #678905 

 

 Postlude 
 
 
Welcome to a time of praise and worship of the Lord our God.  Let us 
fill His house with songs of praise and feast upon His word. We 
especially welcome every visitor today. We are very glad you came.  
May the peace and joy of the Lord be yours.  After the morning service 
all are invited to the fellowship hall next to the sanctuary for a cup of 
coffee or juice and continued fellowship. 

 

 

 

 

Tech Team Today: 

November 23 

Thanksgiving 

November 26 

Next Week: 
November 30 

Sound: Henry H. Tim H.. Mardick S. 

Projection: Tim H. Beth B. Maddie D. 

Video: Brandon S. Isaac D. Tim H. 

Offering: General Fund Designated General Fund 



 First CRC  

Bulletin Announcements 
November 23, 2025 

The deadline for announcements this coming Thanksgiving week is 
Wednesday, 9:00 A.M. 

 
 

Deep Thoughts with PB & J:  
What are 1-2 areas of your life where you feel the largest gap between 
who you are and who Jesus is inviting you to become? 
 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY: 
There is a meal train available for Greg and Tish Ackermann while Tish 
is recuperating from blood clots in her leg. Please sign up! https://
mealtrain.com/gz659m 
 

There is Choir practice this morning after church. 
 

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study meets every other Tuesday morning and is 
currently working through the books of Samuel. They will be meeting 
next on Tuesday, Nov. 25. 
 

Angel Tree: Today after the service you will have the opportunity to pick 
up an Angel Tree tag in the Fellowship Hall. Please sign your name on 
the sheet on the table by the name of the child on the Angel Tree tag 
that you chose. Each child receives a gift valued at around $35. After 
purchasing your gift, please wrap and put the Angel Tree sticker on the 
outside of the gift. Please bring your gift back to the Fellowship Hall and 
place it on the table by December 14th (or earlier). Thank you for your 
generosity and for blessing the children in our community! Any 
questions? Please reach out to Catherine Vander Kooy 360-982-8429.  
 

From the Cadets:  Thanks to all who came and supported our club by 
participating at our Pancake dinner last week.  A little more than $1300 
was donated that night that goes towards our activities throughout the 
year.  If anyone has needs for egg yolks with sugar (baking mix 
ingredient), talk to Eliot about his in-ability to read carton labels. 
 

https://mealtrain.com/gz659m
https://mealtrain.com/gz659m


From the Building Committee:  Parsonage renovations are complete 
and the ladies from New Earth Recovery are moving in!  Thanks to all 
who participated and chipped in to freshen it up on the inside as well as 
the outside! A new furnace for the Parsonage contributed to us 
exceeding our budget for this renovation.  If you feel called to donate 
specifically for the Parsonage or Sanctuary Furnaces, please make a 
special note on your check or donation as these "extra" funds will be 
coming from our CD for major expenses.  
 
There are new Today’s Christian Living Magazines in the hallway on the 
shelf. Please grab one today! 
 

Worship Service YouTube Links:  
AM, November 16 Service: 
https://youtu.be/KJQ2gob8LKw 
 

Post High School Pizza Party! This year's yearly pizza party for post-high 
school students has been scheduled for Tuesday, Dec. 30 at 6pm at 
Coconut Kenny’s in Burlington. Please pass the word and then RSVP to 
Pastor John (jknoes0812@gmail.com) or to Beth at 
(secretary@firstcrcmv.com) sometime before Christmas!     

Pre-Profession of Faith/New Members Class: In case you missed the 
opportunity this past summer - a new Pre-Profession of Faith and/or 
New Members class will be available on various Sundays and/or other 
days over the Christmas Break (Dec. 21-Jan. 18). If interested in 
participating - please reach out to Pastor John no later than December 
1. The dates are flexible and so are the study materials to be used 
depending on what would work best for those participating. 
 

Dear Friends, 
    One of the things we confess every time we say the Apostles Creed is 
that we believe in “the communion of saints.”  In other words, 
Christianity is not a solitary belief system. An isolated faith not only 
weakens the church within but also hinders its witness to the world.  
    Throughout the fall season we are going to spend some time digging 
deep into what Scripture says about living in fellowship with the people 
of God. In other words, what it really means for us to be united to 
Christ, baptized into communion, and called to live with Christlike love 
for one another. 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FKJQ2gob8LKw&data=05%7C02%7Csecretary%40firstcrcmv.com%7Cc10b1f2a91ab48fbc4b008de2579a177%7Ca1434b7807a4459d8013a569e2488c52%7C0%7C0%7C638989401514320290%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFb
mailto:jknoes0812@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@firstcrcmv.com


   The outline below is a ‘tentative schedule’ for the weeks to come. 
May God bless us as we engage in this study together! In His Grace, 
Pastor John 
 

8. Nov. 9 – “Building Up the Body” 
9. Nov. 16 – “All One in Christ Jesus” 
10. Nov. 23 – “Global Communion” 
11. Nov. 26 – “For All the Saints” 
 

First CRC’s Worship Services are now being livestreamed! Go to our 
YouTube Channel at: https://www.youtube.com/@1stcrcmv841 
You will see the option for the worship service Livestream there. There 
is no livestream for November 16, due to an error. 
 

CALENDAR:  
Greeters/Coffee Hosts: November 23: Bob P., Eliot & Sue B. 
Thanksgiving Eve, November 26: Greg & Tish A., Randy & Peggy B. 
Next Week, November 30: Greg & Beth B., Kera B. 

Worship Team November 23: Greg B., Julie S., Adrianna & Tessa S. 
Thanksgiving Eve: Henry & Pam VZ 
Next Week, November 30: Eliot B., Mandi D., Emma S., Ella VH 
 

Nursery: November 23: Lauren VDB & Nellie VDH 
Thanksgiving Eve: Brooke K & Reese VDV 
 
Next Week, November 30: Catherine VK 
 

Children in Worship: November 23: Heather VH, Reese VDV 

Next Week, November 30: Jeny VV, Emily VH 
 

THIS WEEK:  
Sunday, Nov. 23: 
Sunday School 
10:30am Worship Service, Choir Practice 
6:30 pm Youth Group 
Weds., Nov. 26, 7:00pm: Thanksgiving Eve Service 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Weds., Dec. 3, 6:30-8:30pm: GEMS Christmas Party 
Sun., Dec. 21, 6:30pm: Candlelight Service 
Thurs., Dec. 25, 10am: Christmas Day Service 
Sun., Jan. 4: Potluck to send off Brad to Iowa. 
 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2F%401stcrcmv841&data=05%7C02%7Csecretary%40firstcrcmv.com%7C7849f255b17f45c310bd08ddb99e3615%7Ca1434b7807a4459d8013a569e2488c52%7C0%7C0%7C638870811355975266%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ


REQUESTED ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
For the Music Lovers: 
If you are looking for some beautiful Christmas music events in the 
coming months: 

Bethany Covenant Church is having a Noel Harp Concert on 
December 5th at 7 pm, and their Christmas Musical on Dec. 12 
at 7 pm and Dec. 14 at 3 pm. 

The Liberty Quartet will be in Lynden for their “The Wonder of 
Christmas” tour. It is at Faith Community Church (586 Birch 
Bay Lynden Rd., Lynden” Friday, Dec. 5 at 6pm. 

CRC ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Wisdom in the Age of AI - Mark your calendars for the "Wisdom in the 
Age of AI" conference to be hosted at Calvin University from October 8
-10, 2026. The conference will include as keynotes Paolo Benanti 
(Artificial Intelligence (AI) advisor at the Vatican), Rosalind Picard (MIT 
Media Lab), and author and speaker Andy Crouch (Praxis), and six 
tracks exploring the role of AI in education, church, business, 
healthcare, the arts, and STEM. Learn more: calvin.edu/faith-and-
technology/faith-and-ai-conference 
 

Kids Corner Devotions: Advent: The Season of Waiting - Check out 
this week’s kids’ devotion, “Advent: The Season of Waiting” at 
www.kidscorner.net. Advent starts next week—it’s the four weeks 
before Christmas, a time to get our hearts ready for Jesus. We 
remember that He was born for us and that one day He will come 
again, so we can trust God while we wait. Check out all the great 
content at kidscorner.net, like the KC video series, “Kids in Action”, 
telling stories of kids who serve God right now! 
 

Groundwork: Blessed are...the Merciful, the Pure in Heart, the 
Peacemakers, and those Who are Persecuted - Discover what Jesus 
taught us about the heart and mind of an ideal disciple. Study 
Matthew 5:7-12 with Groundwork as we examine the remaining 
beatitudes of Jesus as recorded in Matthew, and explore mercy, purity 
of heart, peacemaking, and the surprising blessing hidden behind 
persecution. Listen now at GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to 
Groundwork's weekly emails for future episodes. 
 
 
 



Thrive Faith Formation Tip - International Caregivers Day - Caregivers 
know what it’s like to live out Philippians 2:3–4: “In humility value 
others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of 
you to the interests of the others.” How can you support the 
caregivers in your church or community? Could you offer a break to 
someone caring for an aging family member or a family member with a 
disability? If you are a caregiver, think of one tangible way to ask for 
help this week from someone who can support you. Brought to you by 
Thrive: crcna.org/Thrive 
 

 
People to be remembered with 
prayers, cards, letters & words of 
encouragement.  Email the office at 
secretary@firstcrcmv.com or call the 
church office at (336-2405) by 9:00 am 
Thursday of each week with your 
prayer items.  
 

NEW REQUEST: 
Elaine Hammingh had a pacemaker put in on Wednesday this past 
week. The procedure went very well.  The doctors hope she will able to 
come home, after observation, very soon.  Please continue to keep 
Elaine and the entire Hammingh family in your prayers. Thank you! 
 

CONTINUING REQUESTS: 
Please continue to pray for Hank and Jeanne Annema as she continues 
with therapy. She is up and walking with a cane, but her speech is still 
very affected. Pray for patience and that she may have a rapid recovery 
from her stroke.  
 

Please keep Tish Ackermann in prayers. She is currently receiving 
physical therapy on a regular basis for her knee. Please pray for swift 
healing. 
 

SHUT INS: Nell Annema and Shirley Boonstra at Birchview Memory 
Care in Sedro-Woolley; Marjean DeGroot at Mountain Glen in Mount 
Vernon; Martha Haarsma at home in Mount Vernon, Clarence Vander 
Griend at Home Place in Burlington; Sally Reehorn at Creekside in 
Burlington. 

mailto:secretary@firstcrcmv.com%20


OTHER REQUESTS: (CRC Communications) 
Saturday November 15 - ReFrame: Groundwork podcast 
Suellen, a Groundwork listener, shared that she senses a wall of silence 
between her and the Holy Spirit. Ask God to renew her sense of 
closeness and to restore her confidence in his presence. May she be 
reminded that the Spirit is always near, and may her faith be refreshed 
through prayer, Scripture, and community. 
 
Sunday November 16 - Thrive: Chaplaincy Sunday 
Please pray for chaplains who dedicate their lives to being with others, 
often in times of crisis—in hospitals, nursing homes, hospices, 
workplaces, and military installations. May they serve in ways that 
bring the presence of Christ to others. Pray also for people discerning 
God’s leading in their lives to serve as chaplains. 
 

Monday November 17 - Resonate: Church planting 
Please pray for church planting efforts in the CRCNA. May our eyes be 
open to opportunities God is providing to reach people with the gospel 
throughout North America, especially among diaspora communities. 
Pray that as a denomination we will be united to meet those 
opportunities, raising up church planters and starting new faith 
communities. 
 

Tuesday November 18 - Kuyper College: Thanks and requests 

 

Wednesday November 19 - ReFrame: Japan 
Give thanks with us for Yoshinori, who was baptized this past Easter. He 
first began listening to our program in 2018 and later began attending a 
local church, where his faith deepened. Like many other believers in 
Japan, he is the only Christian in his family. May all these believers keep 
growing in the grace and knowledge of Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thursday November 20 - World Renew: World Children's Day 
Today we thank God for the gift of children and the joy they bring to 
families and communities. Please pray for children around the world 
who face hunger, conflict, poverty, and lack of access to education or 
health care. May we faithfully support their growth, safety, and well-
being so that children everywhere can thrive. 
 

Friday November 21 - Resonate: Germany 
Resonate missionaries Mary Buteyn and David Kromminga, who work 
with newcomers in Germany, ask for prayers that people who are 
displaced may “find a warm welcome where they have landed.” Pray 
that CRC congregations and Resonate missionaries will have 
opportunities to provide a warm welcome for newcomers everywhere. 


