
Welcome to First Christian Reformed Church! 
Pastor John Knoester 

November 2, 2025   10:30AM Service 
 

* Please stand in body or in spirit 
 

“Though with a scornful wonder  

the world sees her oppressed”  
 

 Prelude  
 

 Welcome  
 
* Sung Call to Worship: LUYH #254 v. 1-5 “For All the Saints”  

1. For all the saints who from their labors rest, 
 who thee by faith before the world confessed, 
 thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

2. Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might; 
 thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight; 
 thou in the darkness drear their one true light. 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

 3.  O blest communion, fellowship divine! 
 We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 
 yet all are one in thee, for all are thine. 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

 4.  And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long, 
 steals on the ear the distant triumph song, 
 and hearts are brave again, and arms are strong. 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

5. From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 
 through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 
 singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 

  Words: William W. How, 1864, alt., P.D. CCLI #678905  
 

* Opening Prayer  



* Call to Worship  
  Leader:   Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;  
     there is no end to his greatness.  
  People:  One generation shall praise your works  
     to another and shall declare your power.  
 

  Leader:   All your works praise you, Lord,  
     and your faithful servants bless you.  
  People:   They make known the glory of your kingdom  
     and speak of your power.  
  

  Leader:   My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord:  
  People:   Let all flesh bless his holy name for ever and ever.  
         —based on Psalm 145:3-4, 10-11, 21 
  

* Opening Hymn of Praise: LUYH #540 v. 1-4   
 “Holy God, We Praise Your Name”  

1. Holy God, we praise your name; 
 Lord of all, we bow before you. 
 Saints on earth your rule acclaim; 
 all in heaven above adore you. 
 Infinite your vast domain; 
 everlasting is your reign. 
 

2. Hark, the glad celestial hymn 
 angel choirs above are raising; 
 cherubim and seraphim, 
 in unceasing chorus praising, 
 fill the heavens with sweet accord: 
 “Holy, holy, holy Lord!” 
 

3. Lo, the apostolic train 
 joins your sacred name to hallow; 
 prophets swell the glad refrain, 
 and the white-robed martyrs follow; 
 and from morn to set of sun, 
 through the church the song goes on. 
 

 
 
 
 



4. Holy Father, holy Son, 
 Holy Spirit, three we name you, 
 though in essence only one; 
 undivided God, we claim you, 
 and, adoring, bend the knee 
 while we own the mystery. 
 Words: Te Deum, 4th c.; vers. Ignaz Franz, ca. 1774; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 

1853, alt., P.D. Music: Katholisches Gesangbuch, Vienna, 1774; desc. Emily R. 
Brink, 1986, ©1987 Faith Alive Christian Resources, CCLI # 678905 

 

* God’s Greeting and Greeting of One Another 
 

“By schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed,” 
 

 Announcements  
 

 Call to Confession:   
  Christ calls us to share the heavenly banquet of his love  
  with all the saints in earth and heaven.  
  Knowing our unworthiness and sin,  
  let us ask from him both mercy and forgiveness. 
 

 Prayer of Confession 
 

 Words of Assurance:  
  You are no longer strangers and aliens,  
  but you are citizens with the saints  
  and also members of the household of God,  
  built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,  
  with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.  
  In him the whole structure is joined together  
  and grows into a holy temple in the Lord;  
  in whom you also are built together spiritually  
  into a dwelling place for God.    —Ephesians 2:19-22, NRSV 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 The Law of God: 
  Leader:   As we are to walk humbly with our God  
     in lives of gratitude, let us hear again his Word:  
     God commands us to serve him alone as God,  
     to serve him according to his Word,  
     to speak of him only with deep respect and love,  
     to attend faithfully the assembly of God’s people 
     on the day of rest, and every day to let the Lord 
     work in us through his Spirit;  
     to respect and cooperate with all  
     God-given authority,  
     to live purely and joyfully with the gift of sex,  
     to nurture human life as God’s precious gift,  
     to use the resources of this earth  
     as stewards of God’s creation,  
     to use the gift of speech for promoting the truth 
     in love, and to exercise purity of heart in all of life. 
 

  People:  May the Spirit of God guide us to be obedient  
     to this Word. Amen! 
 

* Song of Response: LUYH #861 v. 1-4 “In Our Lives, Lord, Be Glorified”  
1. In our lives Lord, be glorified, be glorified;  

in our lives, Lord, be glorified today.   
 

2. In our homes Lord, be glorified, be glorified;  
in our homes, Lord, be glorified today.   

 

3. In your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified;  
 in your church, Lord, be glorified today.   
 

4. In your world, Lord, be glorified, be glorified;  
 in your world, Lord, be glorified today.   

“Lord, Be Glorified” Words and Music: Bob Kilpatrick (b. 1952), ©1978,  
Bob Kilpatrick Music, admin. Lorenz Publishing Co.  CCLI# 678905   

 

 Offering: General Fund 
 

 Offertory  
 

(Following the offertory children ages 3-3rd grade are invited  
 to make their way to Children in Worship in the Fellowship Hall) 

 
 



* Hymn of Preparation: LUYH #247 v. 1-3  “I Love Your Church, O Lord”  
1. I love your church, O Lord! 
 Her saints before you stand, 
 dear as the apple of your eye 
 and graven on your hand. 
 

2. Beyond my highest joy 
 I prize her heavenly ways, 
 her sweet communion, solemn vows, 
 her hymns of love and praise. 
 

3. I love your church, O God, 
 the people you have called, 
 the church our blest Redeemer saved 
 with his own precious blood. 
 Words: Timothy Dwight, 1800, alt., P.D.; Music: Aaron Williams, 1770, P.D. CCLI 

#678905 
 

“Yet saints their watch are keeping;  

their cry goes up: “How long?” 

 

 Scripture Readings: I Corinthians 12:1-11, 27-31, Ephesians 4:7-16, 
        Galatians 5:22-26  
 

 Prayer of Illumination 
 

 Message: “Serving Others in the Name of Christ” 
 

 Time of Prayer 
 

“And soon the night of weeping  

shall be the morn of song.” 
 

* Song of Application: LUYH #309 v. 1-5 “The Servant Song”  
1. Will you let me be your servant,  
 let me be as Christ to you?   
 Pray that I may have the grace to 
  let you be my servant too.  
 

2. We are pilgrims on a journey;   
 we are travelers on the road.   
 We are here to help each other  
 walk the mile and bear the load.  



3. I will hold the Christ-light for you 
 in the nighttime of your fear.   
 I will hold my hand out to you,   
 speak the peace you long to hear.  
 

4. I will weep when you are weeping;  
 when you laugh, I’ll laugh with you.  
 I will share your joy and sorrow  
 till we’ve seen this journey through.  
 

5. Will you let me be your servant,  
 let me be as Christ to you?  
 Pray that I may have the grace to  
 let you be my servant too.  
 Words: Richard Gillard (b. 1953) © 1977 Scripture in Song, a div. of Integrity 

Music/Maranatha Music, admin. Music Services CCLI #678905  

 

* We Proclaim our Faith:  
  All saints—who are united to Jesus Christ their head  
  by his Spirit and by faith—have fellowship with him  
  in his graces, sufferings, death, resurrection, and glory. 
  And, being united to one another in love,  
  they participate in each other’s gifts and graces  
  and are obligated to perform those public and private duties  
  that lead to their mutual good, both inwardly and outwardly.  
 

  It is the duty of professing saints to maintain  
  a holy fellowship and communion in the worship of God  
  and in performing such other spiritual services  
  as help them to edify one another.  
  It is their duty also to come to the aid of one another  
  in material things according to their various abilities  
  and necessities.  
  As God affords opportunity, this communion  
  is to be extended to all those in every place  
  who call on the name of the Lord Jesus.  
  —from Westminster Confession (MESV), Chap. XXVI, Sec. 1-2 
 

* God’s Blessing 
 
 
 



* Parting Praise: LUYH #251 v. 1-5  “The Church’s One Foundation”  
 1. The church’s one foundation 
 is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
 she is his new creation 
 by water and the Word. 
 From heaven he came and sought her 
 to be his holy bride; 
 with his own blood he bought her, 
 and for her life he died. 
  

2. Elect from every nation, 
 yet one o’er all the earth; 
 her charter of salvation: 
 one Lord, one faith, one birth. 
 One holy name she blesses, 
 partakes one holy food, 
 and to one hope she presses, 
 with every grace endued. 
 

3.  Though with a scornful wonder 
The world sees her oppressed 
By schisms rent asunder 
By heresies distressed 
Yet saints their watch are keeping 
Their cry goes up how long 
And soon the night of weeping 
Shall be the morn of song 

 

4. 'Mid toil and tribulation 
And tumult of her war 
She waits the consummation 
Of peace forevermore 
Till with the vision glorious 
Her longing eyes are blest 
And the great Church victorious 
Shall be the Church at rest 

 

 
 
 
 
 



5. Yet she on earth has union 
 with God the Three in One, 
 and mystic sweet communion 
 with those whose rest is won: 
 O happy ones and holy! 
 Lord, give us grace that we, 
 like them, the meek and lowly, 
 may live eternally. 

Words: Samuel J. Stone, 1866, P.D.; Music: Samuel S. Wesley, 1864, P.D.  
CCLI #67895 

 

 Postlude 
 

Welcome!  Let us be glad and rejoice in God's salvation, poured out for 
us in Jesus Christ. Welcome, one and all!  After joining us in worship, 
join us in the fellowship hall next to the sanctuary for a cup of coffee or 
juice and continued fellowship. 

 

 

 

 

Tech Team Today: 

November 2 

Next Week: 

November 9 

Sound: Mardick S. Mardy S. 

Projection: France B. Tim H. 

Video: Tim H. Brandon S. 

Offering: General Fund General Fund 



First CRC  

Bulletin Announcements 
November 2, 2025 

The deadline for announcements this next week is Thursday, 9:00 A.M. 
 
Deep Thoughts with PB & J:  
What is a word, phrase, or metaphor from Scripture that is guiding you 
through this season of your life? 
 
OUR CHURCH FAMILY: 
There is a meal train available for Greg and Tish Ackermann while Tish 
is recuperating from blood clots in her leg. Please sign up! https://
mealtrain.com/gz659m 
 
There is Choir practice this morning after church. 
  

Dear First CRC Parents, On Thursday, November 20 (7:00-8:30 
PM) representatives from Thrive (Congregational support agency of 
the CRC) will be here at First CRC to host a listening session with all 
parents of school-aged children (K to recent college graduates), church 
leaders, and teachers. The purpose of the listening session is to hear 
how the denomination can better support your family’s faith formation. 
Thrive wants to hear what has been beneficial, what has been hard, and 
what future resources you might like to see from the denomination. The 
elders highly encourage at least one parent (hopefully both!) from each 
household to attend this event! More details and background regarding 
this event can be found on the Parent Listening Survey below. 
 

In preparation for this event, First CRC parents are asked to do 3 things: 
1) All parents, church leaders, and teachers (even those who can’t 
attend on Nov. 20)  are asked to fill out the following electronic 
survey: Thrive Parent Listening Survey 
2) Those able to attend on Nov. 20 are asked to read through and reflect 
on the various questions that will be asked that evening in advance so 
that you can be prepared to respond. These questions are attached to 
this email. 
3)  Finally, for those attending in person, Thrive is also asking that you 

https://mealtrain.com/gz659m
https://mealtrain.com/gz659m
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSfyIPY8K2-0nwIbHG6sj08okBbLgnisL1Nq4EpL99LozRPRgQ%2Fviewform&data=05%7C02%7Csecretary%40firstcrcmv.com%7Cca011bb007d04ced0fe908de16658798%7Ca1434b7807a4


fill out the following waiver electronically in advance: Listening Session 
Waiver 
First CRC is one of approximately 15 congregations in our denomination 
participating in such a listening session. Ideally, we would like to have a 
minimum of 15 participants and no more than 30 committed to the 
event on November 20. There is a sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall 
as well as an opportunity to provide cookies/refreshments that evening 
as well.   
Thanks in advance for your willingness to take both the survey and 
potentially participate in the listening session!            In His Grace, - 
Pastor John  
 
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study meets every other Tuesday morning and is 
currently working through the books of Samuel. They will be meeting 
next on Tuesday, Nov. 11. 
 
Post High School Pizza Party! This year's yearly pizza party for post-high 
school students has been scheduled for Tuesday, Dec. 30 at 6pm at 
Coconut Kenny’s in Burlington. Please pass the word and then RSVP to 
Pastor John (jknoes0812@gmail.com) or to Beth at 
(secretary@firstcrcmv.com) sometime before Christmas!     
 
Pre-Profession of Faith/New Members Class: In case you missed the 
opportunity this past summer - a new Pre-Profession of Faith and/or 
New Members class will be available on various Sundays and/or other 
days over the Christmas Break (Dec. 21-Jan. 18). If interested in 
participating - please reach out to Pastor John no later than December 
1. The dates are flexible and so are the study materials to be used 
depending on what would work best for those participating. 
 
Dear Friends, 

    One of the things we confess every time we say the Apostles Creed is 
that we believe in “the communion of saints.”  In other words, 
Christianity is not a solitary belief system. An isolated faith not only 
weakens the church within but also hinders its witness to the world.  

    Throughout the fall season we are going to spend some time digging 
deep into what Scripture says about living in fellowship with the people 
of God. In other words, what it really means for us to be united to 
Christ, baptized into communion, and called to live with Christlike love 
for one another. 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fna4.documents.adobe.com%2Fpublic%2FesignWidget%3Fwid%3DCBFCIBAA3AAABLblqZhCvesWSunhS0KbVAnqZCDwpQBGmRRsgnB3vTc2R7NA1SHuB9-b42aB5xA0Z3Mr1XAo&data=05%7C02%7Csecretary%40firstcrcmv.com%7Cca011bb00
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fna4.documents.adobe.com%2Fpublic%2FesignWidget%3Fwid%3DCBFCIBAA3AAABLblqZhCvesWSunhS0KbVAnqZCDwpQBGmRRsgnB3vTc2R7NA1SHuB9-b42aB5xA0Z3Mr1XAo&data=05%7C02%7Csecretary%40firstcrcmv.com%7Cca011bb00
mailto:jknoes0812@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@firstcrcmv.com


   The outline below is a ‘tentative schedule’ for the weeks to come. 
May God bless us as we engage in this study together! In His Grace, 
Pastor John 
 1. Sept. 14 - “I Believe in the Communion of Saints” 
2. Sept. 21 - “Our Union with Christ”  
3. Sept. 28 – “Baptized into Communion”  
4. Oct. 5 - “The Church – The Family of God and the Bride of Christ” 
5. Oct. 12 - “Called to Love and Worship” 
6. Oct. 19 -  “The Lord’s Supper – the Table of Grace” 
7. Nov. 2 – “Serving Others in the Name of Christ” 
8. Nov. 9 – “Building Up the Body” 
9. Nov. 16 – “All One in Christ Jesus” 
10. Nov. 23 – “Global Communion” 
11. Nov. 26 – “For All the Saints” 
 
Worship Service YouTube Links:  
AM, October 26 Service: https://youtube.com/live/EpBiVOkSBYY?
feature=share 
PM, Joint Reformation Service: https://youtube.com/
live/4I8TVw8zi4Y?feature=share 
 
First CRC’s Worship Services are now being livestreamed! Go to our 
YouTube Channel at: https://www.youtube.com/@1stcrcmv841 
You will see the option for the worship service Livestream there. 
 
CALENDAR:  
Greeters/Coffee Hosts: November 2: Fred. F., Dave & Nancy V. 
Next Week, November 9: Weibe & Johnna VDH, Darrel & Sunee L. 

Worship Team November 2: Greg B., Mandi D., Emma S., Jennaya K. 
Next Week, November 9: Eliot B., Heidi B., France B., Emma S. 
 
Nursery: November 2: Juliana H., Emma S. 
Next Week, November 9: Jeannette F. Myra VDB 
 
Children in Worship: November 2: Heidi B., Nellie VDH 
Next Week, November 9: Angela S., Myra VDB 
 
THIS WEEK:  
Sunday, Nov. 2: 
9:30 am Sunday School 

https://youtube.com/live/EpBiVOkSBYY?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/EpBiVOkSBYY?feature=share
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2F%401stcrcmv841&data=05%7C02%7Csecretary%40firstcrcmv.com%7C7849f255b17f45c310bd08ddb99e3615%7Ca1434b7807a4459d8013a569e2488c52%7C0%7C0%7C638870811355975266%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ


10:30am Worship Service, Choir 
6:30 pm Youth Group 
Weds., Nov. 5, 6:30-8:30pm: GEMS 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Weds., Nov. 12, 7:00-9:00: Cadets 
Thurs., Nov. 20, 7:00pm – 8:30pm: Denomination Faith Formation 
Event 
Weds., Nov. 26, 7:00pm: Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Sun., Dec. 21, 6:30pm: Candlelight Service 
Thurs., Dec. 25, 10am: Christmas Day Service 
 
CRC ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Let’s Answer God’s Call to Feed the Hungry - Around the world, 
conflict and disasters are pushing more families into a food crisis. 
There is an urgency to answer God’s call to feed the hungry, now more 
than ever. With your support, we can walk alongside communities and 
equip them with the training and tools to achieve lasting food security. 
Please give generously to today’s World Hunger Sunday offering. To 
learn more, go to worldrenew.net/worldhunger 
 
Kids Corner Devotions: Praying with Our Whole Selves - Check out 
this week’s kids’ devotion, “Praying with Our Whole Selves” at 
www.kidscorner.net. There are so many fun and special ways to talk to 
God—like dancing, clapping, kneeling, or folding your hands. You can 
worship God with your whole body through quiet prayers, joyful songs, 
kind actions, and big movements! Check out all the great content at 
kidscorner.net, like the KC video series, “Kids in Action”, telling stories 
of kids who serve God right now! 
 
Groundwork: Your Questions about God's Care and the Life of Faith - 
The life of faith is a journey, and it’s natural to have questions along 
the way. Join Groundwork as we study Genesis 16, Psalm 146:6-9, John 
15:1-17, Micah 6:8, John 16:1-4, Luke 13:1-5, and Isaiah 55:8-9 to 
discover the Bible’s answers to our questions about God’s care for us 
as individuals, discipleship, suffering, and God’s timing. Listen now at 
GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork's weekly emails 
for future episodes. 
 



Crossroads Prison Ministries - We’re excited to invite you to one of 
two upcoming Crossroads gatherings in the PNW this November! 
Whether you’re a current mentor or simply curious, this is a great 
opportunity to connect, learn, and grow. Douglas Cupery, director of 
church engagement, will lead a training workshop for mentors and an 
introduction to Crossroads for those interested in both Portland, 
Oregon, and Olympia, Washington. Bring a friend and discover how 
you can make a difference! Learn more and register online at 
cpministries.org/events 
 
Thrive Faith Formation Tip - World Hunger Sunday - Find time this 
week to invite some friends and neighbors over for a simple meal. 
Afterward, donate what you would have spent on an evening out to 
World Renew’s efforts to help achieve food security around the world 
(worldrenew.net/world-hunger). Or commit to not eating out for a set 
number of days and donating the money you save to World Renew. 
Brought to you by Thrive: crcna.org/Thrive 
 

People to be remembered with 
prayers, cards, letters & words of 
encouragement.  Email the office at 
secretary@firstcrcmv.com or call the 
church office at (336-2405) by 9:00 
am Thursday of each week with your 
prayer items.  
 

NEW REQUEST: 
Praise the Lord! Pastor Brad has officially accepted the call to Prairie City 
CRC. Please keep Pastor Brad in your prayers over the coming weeks. 
 
CONTINUING REQUESTS: 
Beth’s sister, Paula, is recovering well and will not have to go through chemo! 
Thank you so much for all your prayers as she has gone through this time! 
 

Please continue to pray for Hank and Jeanne Annema as she continues with 
therapy. She is up and walking with a cane, but her speech is still very 
affected. Pray for patience and that she may have a rapid recovery from her 
stroke.  
 
 

mailto:secretary@firstcrcmv.com%20


Please continue to pray for Tish Ackermann as Tish is recovering from knee 
surgery and dealing with a lot of pain and blood clots in her leg. 
 
SHUT INS: Nell Annema and Shirley Boonstra at Birchview Memory Care in 
Sedro-Woolley; Marjean DeGroot at Mountain Glen in Mount Vernon; Martha 
Haarsma at home in Mount Vernon, Clarence Vander Griend at Home Place in 
Burlington; Sally Reehorn at Creekside in Burlington. 
 
OTHER REQUESTS: (CRC Communications) 
Saturday October 25 - Resonate: Spain 
Resonate missionaries Tony and Stacey Meyer, who lead Mountainview 
International Church in Spain, give thanks that the church community is 
praying for family members who do not yet believe in Jesus and that 
members are bringing their loved ones along to worship gatherings and 
events. May all of these family members experience the love of Christ. 
 
Sunday October 26 - World Renew: Maternal and child health 
The well-being of mothers, infants, and children can determine the health of 
the next generation and the future of a community. World Renew works to 
provide maternal and child health training and resources for communities 
worldwide. Please pray that every mother can access the care she needs and 
that every child can have a healthy start. 
 
Monday October 27 - ReFrame: Prayer ministry 
Mieke asks for prayer today as their team ministers to malnourished children 
needing food and medicine in Haiti. Pray for protection from harm and for 
God’s guidance as they seek to meet the needs of the people he has called 
them to serve. 
 
Tuesday October 28 - Thrive: Church leaders and volunteers 
Please pray for wisdom, discernment, and strength for pastors, leaders, and 
volunteers in congregations across the U.S. and Canada as they live out God’s 
call for renewal in their churches and communities. 
 
Wednesday October 29 - Resonate: West Africa 
Resonate missionaries in West Africa ask you to please pray that “God will 
continue to work in the hearts of the Fulbe people so that their hearts may be 
open to his truth and grace.” 
 
Thursday October 30 - World Renew: Partnerships 
Our working relationships with churches in the U.S. and Canada, alliances with 
humanitarian organizations, and connections with local denominations across 
the world help us to make a difference in the lives of the people we serve. 



Pray that these partnerships continue to be effective, mutually beneficial, and 
God-honoring. 
 
Friday October 31 - Communications: Reformation Day 
As we mark the anniversary of the beginning of the Reformation, let us praise 
God for his renewing work in his church around the world and throughout the 
ages. May the Holy Spirit continue to guide church members and leaders in 
the truth and to draw believers ever closer to God. 

 
 

 


