Welcome to First Christian Reformed Church!

Pastor John Knoester
October 12, 2025 ¢ 10:30AM Service

* Please stand in body or in spirit

“We are one in the Spirit, we are ove v the Lord,”

Prelude

Welcome

* Sung Call to Worship: LUYH #2 v. 1-5 “O Worship the King”

1.

O worship the King all glorious above,

O gratefully sing his power and his love:

our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days,
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise.

O tell of his might and sing of his grace,

whose robe is the light, whose canopy space.

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm.

Your bountiful care, what tongue can recite?

It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;

it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain.

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,

in you do we trust, nor find you to fail.

Your mercies, how tender, how firm to the end,
our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend!

O measureless Might, unchangeable Love,
whom angels delight to worship above!
Your ransomed creation, with glory ablaze,

in true adoration shall sing to your praise!
PSALM 104; Words: Robert Grant, 1833, alt, P.D.; Music: W. Gardiner’s Sacred
Melodies, 1815; attr. Johann Michael Haydn, P.D.; CCLI# 678905

* Opening Prayer



* Call to Worship
Leader: God is King: Let the earth be glad!
People: Christ is victor: his rule has begun!

Leader: The Spirit is at work: creation is renewed!
People: Hallelujah! Praise the Lord!
—from Our World Belongs to God, st. 2

* Opening Hymn of Praise: LUYH #565 v. 1-3
“God Himself is With Us”

1. God himself is with us; let us now adore him,
and with awe appear before him.
God is in his temple; all within keep silence,
prostrate lie with deepest reverence.
Him alone do we own as our God and Savior;
praise his name forever.

2. God himself is with us; hear the harps resounding!
See the crowds the throne surrounding!
“Holy, holy, holy,” hear the hymn ascending,
angels, saints, their voices blending!
Bow your ear to us here; hear, O Christ, the praises
that your church now raises.

3. Fount of every blessing, purify my spirit,
trusting only in your merit.
Like the holy angels who behold your glory,
may | ceaselessly adore you,
and in all, great and small, seek to do most nearly

what you love so dearly.
Words: Gerhardt Tersteegen (1729); tr. composite, P.D.;
Music: Joachim Neander, 1680, P.D.; CCLI #678905

* God’s Greeting and Greeting of One Another
“And we pray that all unity may ove day be restored,”

Announcements



Call to Confession:
Our Lord Jesus said:
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart,
and with all your soul,
and with all your mind.’
This is the greatest and first commandment.
And a second is like it:
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
On these two commandments
hang all the law and the prophets.”
As God has instructed us in these great commandments,
and because we have not lived in full obedience,
let us now confess our sins to God,
trusting Christ as our Savior and Lord.
—based on Matthew 22:37-40, NRSV

Prayer of Confession

Words of Assurance:
God demonstrates his own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Since we have now been justified by his blood,
how much more shall we be saved
from God’s wrath through him!
—Romans 5:8-9, NIV

The Law of God:
As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom he loves,
you are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion,
in generosity and humility, gentleness and patience.
Bear with one another; forgive each other
if one of you has a complaint against another.
The Lord has forgiven you; now you must do the same.
Over all these clothes, put on love, the perfect bond.
And may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts,
because it is for this that you were called together in one body.
Always be thankful.
—Colossians 3:12-15, NJB



* Song of Thanksgiving: LUYH #299 v. 1-4
“Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love”
Refrain
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,
show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you.

1. Kneels at the feet of his friends,
silently washes their feet,
Master who acts as a slave to them.

Refrain

2. Neighbors are rich folk and poor,
neighbors are black, brown, and white,
neighbors are nearby and far away.

Refrain

3. These are the ones we should serve,
these are the ones we should love;
all these are neighbors to us and you.

Refrain

4. Loving puts us on our knees,
serving as though we are slaves:
this is the way we should live with you.

Refrain
Words: Tom Colvin, 1963, © 1969 Hope Publishing Company

Offering: General Fund
Offertory Video: “There Is One Gospel” - CityAlight

(Following the offertory video children ages 3-3" grade are invited
to make their way to Children in Worship in the Fellowship Hall)

* Song of Preparation: LUYH #309 v. 1-5 “The Servant Song”
1. Will you let me be your servant,
let me be as Christ to you?
Pray that | may have the grace to
let you be my servant too.



2. We are pilgrims on a journey;
we are travelers on the road.
We are here to help each other
walk the mile and bear the load.
3. 1 will hold the Christ-light for you
in the nighttime of your fear.
| will hold my hand out to you,
speak the peace you long to hear.

4. | will weep when you are weeping;
when you laugh, I'll laugh with you.
| will share your joy and sorrow
till we’ve seen this journey through.

5. Will you let me be your servant,
let me be as Christ to you?
Pray that | may have the grace to

let you be my servant too.
Words: Richard Gillard (b. 1953) © 1977 Scripture in Song, a div. of Integrity
Music/Maranatha Music, admin. Music Services CCLI #678905

“And they'll know we are Christians by our love,
by our love,”

Scripture Readings: Exodus 24:1-11, Acts 2:42-47, Ephesians 4:1-2,
Ephesians 4:23-5:2

Prayer of lllumination
Message: “Called to Love and Worship”

Time of Prayer

“Nes, they'll know we are Christians by our love.”

*Hymn of Application: LUYH #256 v. 1-4
“They’ll Know We Are Christians”

1. We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord.
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord,
and we pray that all unity may one day be restored.
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love,
by our love.
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.



2. We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand.
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand,
and together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land.
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love,
by our love.

Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.

3. We will work with each other, we will work side by side.
We will work with each other, we will work side by side,
and we'll guard each one’s dignity and save each one’s pride.
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love,
by our love.

Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.

4. All praise to the Father, from whom all things come,
and all praise to Christ Jesus, his only Son,
and all praise to the Spirit, who makes us all one.
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love,
by our love.

Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.
Words: Peter Scholtes (b. 1938) © 1966, 1967 F.E.L . Church Publications, Ltd.,
assigned 1991 to Lorenz Corporation CCLI #678905

* We Proclaim our Faith:
All saints—who are united to Jesus Christ their head
by his Spirit and by faith—
have fellowship with him in his graces,
sufferings, death, resurrection, and glory.
And, being united to one another in love,
they participate in each other’s gifts and graces
and are obligated to perform those public and private duties
that lead to their mutual good, both inwardly and outwardly.

It is the duty of professing saints to maintain

a holy fellowship and communion in the worship of God

and in performing such other spiritual services

as help them to edify one another.

It is their duty also to come to the aid of one another

in material things according to their various abilities

and necessities.

As God affords opportunity, this communion is to be extended
to all those in every place who call on

the name of the Lord Jesus.

—from Westminster Confession (MESV), Chap. XXVI, Sec. 1-2



* God’s Blessing

* Parting Praise: LUYH #254 v. 1-5 “For All the Saints”

1. For all the saints who from their labors rest,
who thee by faith before the world confessed,
thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.

Alleluia, alleluia!

2. Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;
thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;
thou in the darkness drear their one true light.
Alleluia, alleluia!

3. O blest communion, fellowship divine!
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
yet all are one in thee, for all are thine.
Alleluia, alleluia!

4. And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long,
steals on the ear the distant triumph song,
and hearts are brave again, and arms are strong.
Alleluia, alleluia!

5. From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:

Alleluia, alleluia!
Words: William W. How, 1864, alt., P.D. CCLI #678905

Postlude

Welcome! We cordially welcome all who worship with us today. With
joyful hearts let us approach God and share kindness toward one

another. After joining us in worship, join us in the fellowship hall next
to the sanctuary for a cup of coffee or juice and continued fellowship.

Tech Team Today: Next Week:
October 12 October 19
Sound: Mardy S. Henry VZ.
Projection: Tim H. Beth B.
Video: Isaac D. Brandon S.
Offering: General Fund 1st: General Fund;
2nd: Benevolence




Next Week is Communion Sunday!

God meets us in the sacraments,

holy acts that call for our response...

In the supper our Lord offers
the bread and cup to believers to
guarantee our share in his
death and resurrection,

and unite us to him and to each other.

We take this food gladly,
announcing as we eat
that Jesus is our life
and that He shall come again
to call us to the Supper of the Lamb.
From: Our World Belongs to God (PH — pg. 1031)
Come share the fellowship

of the forgiven!



First CRC

Bulletin Avvouncements
October 12, 2025

The deadline for announcements this next week is Thursday, 9:00 A.M.

Deep Thoughts with PB & .
If you could have God respond to one question today, what would it
be?

OUR CHURCH FAMILY:
There is Choir practice this morning after church.

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study meets every other Tuesday morning and is
currently working through the books of Samuel. They will be meeting
this Tues. at IHOP at 7:00am.

There are sign-up sheets for the Youth Group’s annual Chili Cookoff
and Pumpkin Carving Contest. If you plan to attend, or if you need a
pumpkin, please sign up before the event!

Save the Date! On Thursday, November 20 (7:00-8:30 PM) representa-
tives from Thrive (Congregational support agency of the CRC) will be
here at First CRC to host a listening session with all parents of school
aged children. The purpose of the listening session is to hear how the
denomination can better support your family’'s faith formation. Thrive
wants to hear what has been beneficial, what has been hard, and what
future resources you might like to see from the denomination.

All parents and caregivers of infants, toddlers, and school-aged chil-
dren (through grade 12) are encouraged to participate. The various
guestions that will be asked that evening will be given out in advance
and there will also be an opportunity to ask Thrive questions as well.
Ideally, we would like to have a minimum of 15 participants and no
more than 30 sometime before Sunday, November 9. There is a sign-
up sheet in the Fellowship Hall as well as an opportunity to provide
cookies/refreshments that evening as well. Thank you!



Trunk or Treat Update: At its recent meeting the Evangelism Com-
mittee decided to hold off on hosting the potential Oct. 31 trunk or
treat event. However, for those still interested - our friends at Emmanu-
el Baptist Church are holding their event on Saturday, Oct. 25 from 2-4
PM. We encourage you to spread the details of that event to your
neighbors and friends!

Combined Reformation Day Service! Come and bring your family and
friends to the Reformation Day Service at the First CRC of Mount
Vernon on Sunday, October 26, at 6:30 PM. Rev. Michael Kooy, the for-
mer pastor of First CRC will be proclaiming God’s Word to us this year.
The offering that evening will be for Northwest Hispanic Ministries.
There will also be a Reformation Choir that will be singing during the
offertory. Those interested in being a part of the choir are asked to ar-
rive at 5:30 PM that evening to practice ahead of time. Coffee and re-
freshments will be served following the service.

Dear Friends,

One of the things we confess every time we say the Apostles Creed is
that we believe in “the communion of saints.” In other words, Christian-
ity is not a solitary belief system. An isolated faith not only weakens the
church within but also hinders its witness to the world.

Throughout the fall season we are going to spend some time digging
deep into what Scripture says about living in fellowship with the people
of God. In other words, what it really means for us to be united to
Christ, baptized into communion, and called to live with Christlike love
for one another.

The outline below is a ‘tentative schedule’ for the weeks to come.
May God bless us as we engage in this study together! In His Grace, Pas-
tor John

. Sept. 14 - “] Believe in the Communion of Saints”

. Sept. 21 - “Our Union with Christ”

. Sept. 28 — “Baptized into Communion”

. Oct. 5 - “The Church — The Family of God and the Bride of Christ”
. Oct. 12 - “Called to Love and Worship”

. Oct. 19 - “The Lord’s Supper — the Table of Grace”

. Nov. 2 — “Serving Others in the Name of Christ”

. Nov. 9 — “Building Up the Body”

. Nov. 16 — “For All the Saints”

O o0 NOOULLDE WN -



Worship Service YouTube Links:
AM, October 5 Service: https://youtube.com/live/koFSwwLkewg?
feature=share

First CRC’s Worship Services are now being livestreamed! Go to our
YouTube Channel at: https://www.youtube.com/@1stcrcmv841
You will see the option for the worship service Livestream there.

CALENDAR:
Greeters/Coffee Hosts: October 12: Adam & Katie F., Joe LC
Next Week, October 19: Juliana H., Keith & Jean R.

Worship Team: October 12: Greg & Beth B., France B., Emma S.
Next Week, October 19: Eliot B., Julie, Adriana & Tess S.

Nursery: October 12: France B. & Maddie D.
Next Week, October 19: Adriana S., Macy VDP

Children in Worship: October 12: Tim VH, Tessa S
Next Week, October 19: Jenny VV, Emmalyn S.

THIS WEEK:

Sunday, Oct. 12:

9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship Service, Choir

6:30 pm Youth Group

Tues., Oct. 14, 7:00am: Men’s Bible Study
Weds., Oct. 15, 6:30-8:30pm: GEMS

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Weds., Oct. 22, 7:00-9:00pm: Cadets

Sun., Oct. 19: Lord’s Supper

Fri., Oct. 24, 6:00-8:00pm: Youth Group Chili Cookoff/Pumpkin Carve
Sun., Oct. 26, 6:30pm: Combined Reformation Service

Tues., Oct. 28, 7:00am: Men’s Bible Study

Weds., Nov. 5, 6:30-8:30pm: GEMS

Thurs., Nov. 20, 7:00pm — 8:30pm: Denomination Faith Formation
Event



https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2F%401stcrcmv841&data=05%7C02%7Csecretary%40firstcrcmv.com%7C7849f255b17f45c310bd08ddb99e3615%7Ca1434b7807a4459d8013a569e2488c52%7C0%7C0%7C638870811355975266%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ

REQUESTED ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Liberty Quartet will be in concert at Faith Community Church, 586
Birch Bay Lynden Road, Lynden, WA. 98264 on Saturday, October 18,
2025 at 6:00PM.

Admission is free with a freewill offering taken. Refresh-
ments following. Bring the most first time guests and receive a free CD.
For more information call Mary Ann at 360-224-4815. We have en-
joyed the ministry and testimony of Liberty Quartet over the years and
look forward to an evening of worship and blessing. Hope to see you
there.

CRC ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Increase Your Impact - You may be able to increase your potential im-
pact — and experience significant tax savings — by giving stock, real
estate, or other non-cash assets to your church or favorite CRCNA Min-
istry. Learn more at crcna.org/heritagefund or call Josh Remer, CRCNA
Planned Giving Advisor at 616-223-5885.

Kids Corner Devotions: Sharing God's Story- Check out this week’s
kids’ devotion, “Sharing God’s Story” at www.kidscorner.net. You're
never too young to make a big difference for God! Discover how your
talents, passions, and actions can inspire others and be part of God's
amazing plan. Check out all the great content at kidscorner.net, like
our video Bible study “God’s Big Story”.

Groundwork: God's Faithfulness from Generation to Generation-
Celebrate Groundwork’s 15th anniversary and study God’s Word to-
gether! Join Groundwork as we study Genesis 15, Matthew 26:26-29,
Deuteronomy 6:4-9, Deuteronomy 8:10-18, Joshua 4:1-9, and John 3:3
-8 to explore the biblical foundation for legacies of faith and reflect on
how God has remained faithful from generation to generation. Listen
now at GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork's weekly
emails for future episodes.

Thrive Faith Formation Tip - Clergy Appreciation Sunday - Ask your
family or friends to name one way in which God has deepened your
faith through a pastor or ministry leader. Then write a short note or
draw a picture for that pastor as a way to say thank-you for their role
in your life. Brought to you by Thrive: crcna.org/Thrive



We People to be remembered with pray-
ers, cards, letters & words of encour-
' agement. Email the office at secre-
tary@firstcrcmv.com or call the
church office at (336-2405) by 9:00

for VOU. « am Thursday of each week with your

prayer items.

CONTINUING REQUESTS:
Please keep Beth Boon’s sister, Paula DeBoard, in your prayers as she
has surgery for her breast cancer and starts her long recovery.

Please continue to pray for Hank and Jeanne Annema as she continues
with therapy. She is up and walking with a cane, but her speech is still
very affected. Pray for patience and that she may have a rapid recovery
from her stroke.

Please continue to pray for Tish Ackermann as Tish is recovering from
knee surgery and dealing with a lot of pain and blood clots in her leg.

SHUT INS: Nell Annema and Shirley Boonstra at Birchview Memory
Care in Sedro-Woolley; Marjean DeGroot at Mountain Glen in Mount
Vernon; Martha Haarsma at home in Mount Vernon, Clarence Vander
Griend at Home Place in Burlington; Sally Reehorn at Creekside in Bur-
lington.

OTHER REQUESTS: (CRC Communications)

Sunday October 5 - Thrive: All Nations Heritage Sunday

Lord, guide the people of all nations in the ways of justice and peace,
that we may honor one another and serve the common good. Bless all
whose lives are linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in
our interactions with everyone, loving as he loves us. (Adapted from
the Book of Common Prayer)

Monday October 6 - World Renew: Disaster Response Services (DRS)
We continue to respond to many recent disasters, including the 2024
flooding in northwestern lowa, Hurricane Helene, and the Los Angeles
wildfires (Jan. 2025). Please pray for wisdom and endurance for our
staff and volunteer groups as they help people facing the long-term


mailto:secretary@firstcrcmv.com%20
mailto:secretary@firstcrcmv.com%20

impacts of these tragic events. May communities experience renewed
hope through acts of generosity and support.

Tuesday October 7 - Resonate: Michigan

A Resonate partner church planter in Michigan asks for prayer for a
woman she is discipling. Please pray that this woman will come to faith
in Jesus, and that her husband will also become open to receiving the
gospel.

Wednesday October 8 - ReFrame: Portuguese ministry: Brazil

More than 1,500 people attended the seventh gathering of the Light
for the Path (Luz Para O Caminho) family event last month. Please pray
for the ministry team and all who were in attendance as they reflect on
this event, asking God to give them strength, wisdom, and joy and to
bless all who participated.

Thursday October 9 - Calvin Theological Seminary: Rhythm and rest
Pray for students, faculty, and staff as they navigate school, family, and
other commitments during this semester. Pray for healthy rhythms.
Pray that when stress levels rise, everyone will be able to take time
with the One who will give them rest (Matt. 11:28).

Friday October 10 - Thrive: Refugees and hosts

Please pray that refugees and displaced people worldwide may find
safety and peace. Pray also for host nations who have openly received
thousands of refugees; may God give them compassion and logistical
wisdom in caring for vulnerable individuals and families.

Saturday October 11 - GEMS Girls' Clubs: Day of the Girl

October 11 is the International Day of the Girl. Please pray that girls
around the globe may have a close relationship with Jesus and believe
they are LOVED.



