
Welcome to First Christian Reformed Church! 
Pastor John Knoester 

August 24, 2025   10:30AM Service 
 

* Please stand in body or in spirit 
 

“Before the throne of God above,  

I have a strong and perfect plea” 
 

 Prelude  
 

 Welcome 
 

* Sung Call to Worship: “Yet Not I But Through Christ in Me” v. 1-4 
 1. What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer 
  There is no more for heaven now to give 
  He is my joy my righteousness and freedom 
  My steadfast love my deep and boundless peace 
  To this I hold my hope is only Jesus 
  For my life is wholly bound to his 
  Oh how strange and divine I can sing all is mine 
  Yet not I but through Christ in me 
   

 2. The night is dark but I am not forsaken 
  For by my side the Saviour he will stay 
  I labour on in weakness and rejoicing 
  For in my need his power is displayed 
  To this I hold my Shepherd will defend me 
  Through the deepest valley he will lead 
  Oh the night has been won and I shall overcome 
  Yet not I but through Christ in me 
  

 3. No fate I dread I know I am forgiven 
  The future sure the price it has been paid 
  For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon 
  And he was raised to overthrow the grave 
  To this I hold my sin has been defeated 
  Jesus now and ever is my plea 
  Oh the chains are released I can sing I am free 
  Yet not I but through Christ in me 
  



 4. With every breath I long to follow Jesus 
  For he has said that he will bring me home 
  And day by day I know he will renew me 
  Until I stand with joy before the throne 
  To this I hold my hope is only Jesus 
  All the glory evermore to him 
  When the race is complete still my lips shall repeat 
  Yet not I but through Christ in me 
  

 Ending (2X) 
  When the race is complete still my lips shall repeat 
  Yet not I but through Christ in me 
  Yet not I but through Christ in me 
  CCLI Song # 7121852 Jonny Robinson | Michael Farren | Rich Thompson 
  © 2018 CityAlight Music; Farren Love And War Publishing; Integrity's Alleluia! 
  Music For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved.  
  www.ccli.com CCLI License # 678905 
 

* Opening Prayer  
 

* Call to Worship:  
  Leader:  The Lord reigns, he is robed in majesty. 

People:  The Lord is robed in majesty  
   and is armed with strength.  
 

Leader:   The world is firmly established;  
   it cannot be moved.  
People:  Your throne was established long ago;  
   you are from all eternity. 
 

Leader:   Your statutes stand firm; 
People:  holiness adorns your house for endless days,  
   O Lord.  

—from Psalm 93:1-2, 5 NIV 
 

* Opening Song of Praise: “Ancient of Days”  (CityAlight) v. 1-3  
  1. Though the nations rage 
   Kingdoms rise and fall 
   There is still one King 
   Reigning over all 
   So I will not fear 
   For this truth remains 
   That my God is the Ancient of Days 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
https://www.ccli.com/


  Chorus 
   None above Him none before Him 
   All of time in His hands 
   For His throne it shall remain and ever stand 
   All the power all the glory 
   I will trust in His name 
   For my God is the Ancient of Days 
 

  2. Though the dread of night 
   Overwhelms my soul 
   He is here with me 
   I am not alone 
   O His love is sure 
   And He knows my name 
   For my God is the Ancient of Days 
 

  Chorus 
 

  3. Though I may not see 
   What the future brings 
   I will watch and wait 
   For the Saviour king 
   Then my joy complete 
   Standing face to face 
   In the presence of the Ancient of Days 
 

  Chorus 
 

  Tag 
   For my God is the Ancient of Days 
 

  Jesse Reeves, Jonny Robinson, Michael Farren, Rich Thompson 
  CCLI Song #7121851 © 2018 BEC Worship; WriterWrong Music; CityAlight Music; 
  Farren Love And War Publishing; Integrity's Alleluia! Music For use solely with the 
  SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI #678905 
 
* God’s Greeting and Greeting of One Another 
 

‘A great High Priest whose name is Love,  

Who ever lives and pleads for me.’  
 

 Announcements 
 



 Call to Confession:  
  The proof of God’s amazing love is this:  

While we were sinners, Christ died for us.  
Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness,  
so that we may receive mercy  
and find grace to help in time of need.  
Trusting in God’s faithfulness and compassion,  
let us confess our sin before God and one another.  

—based on Romans 5:8; Hebrews 4:16, NRSV 
 

 Prayer of Confession 
 

 Words of Assurance:  
Do not weep!  
See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David,  
has triumphed.  
With his blood he has purchased people for God  
from every tribe and language and people and nation.  
He has made them to be a kingdom  
and priests to serve our God,  
and they will reign on the earth.  

  —based on Revelation 5:5, 9-10, NIV 
 

 The Law of God: 
  Since you have been raised up to be with Christ,  

you must look for the things that are above,  
where Christ is, sitting at God’s right hand.  
Let your thoughts be on things above,  
not on things that are on the earth,  
because you have died,  
and now the life you have is hidden with Christ in God.  
But when Christ is revealed—and he is your life—  
you, too, will be revealed with him in glory.  

—Colossians 3:1-4, NJB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Song of Thanksgiving:  LUYH #682 v. 1-3  
 “Before the Throne of God Above” 

1. Before the throne of God above 
 I have a strong and perfect plea, 
 a great High Priest whose name is Love, 
 who ever lives and pleads for me. 
 My name is graven on his hands, 
 my name is written on his heart; 
 I know that while in heaven he stands 
 no tongue can bid me thence depart, 
 no tongue can bid me thence depart. 
  

2. When Satan tempts me to despair 
 and tells me of the guilt within, 
 upward I look and see him there 
 who made an end of all my sin. 
 Because the sinless Savior died, 
 my sinful soul is counted free; 
 for God the Just is satisfied 
 to look on him and pardon me, 
 to look on him and pardon me. 
  
  3. Behold him there! The risen Lamb, 
 my perfect, spotless righteousness; 
 the great unchangeable “I AM,” 
 the King of glory and of grace! 
 One with himself I cannot die, 
 my soul is purchased by his blood; 
 my life is hid with Christ on high, 
 with Christ, my Savior and my God, 
 with Christ, my Savior and my God. 
 Words: Charitie Lees DeCheney Bancroft (1841-1923), P.D.; Music: Vikki Cook, 

1997, ©1997 Sovereign Grace Worship, admin. EMICMGPublishing,com; CCLI 
#678905 

 

 Mission Trip Report: Mandi D. and Maddie D. 
 

 Offering: 1st: General Fund; 2nd: Annema Family 
 

 Offertory: Mission Trip Video    
(Following the offertory children ages 3-3rd grade are invited  

 to make their way to Children in Worship in the Fellowship Hall) 
 



* Song of Preparation: LUYH #746 v. 1-3 
 “Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God”  
 1. Holy Spirit, living Breath of God,  

  breathe new life into my willing soul. 

  Bring the presence of the risen Lord 

  to renew my heart and make me whole. 

  Cause your Word to come alive in me;  

  give me faith for what I cannot see; 

  give me passion for your purity;  

  Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me. 
  

 2. Holy Spirit, come abide within,  

  may your joy be seen in all I do. 

  Love enough to cover every sin,  

  in each thought and deed and attitude.  

  Kindness to the greatest and the least,  

  gentleness that sows the path of peace. 

  Turn my striving into works of grace;  

  Breath of God, show Christ in all I do. 

  3. Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth,  

  giving life to all that God has made, 

  show your power once again on earth,  

  cause your church to hunger for your ways. 

  Let the fragrance of our prayers arise;  

  lead us on the road of sacrifice, 

  that in unity the face of Chris 

  may be clear for all the world to see. 
  Words and Music: Keith Getty and Stuart Townend; ©2006 Thankyou Music, 

  CCLI# 678905  
   

“My name is graven on his hands,  

my name is written on his heart;”  
 

 Scripture Readings: Matthew 6:9-13, Psalm 73:1-3,  
        Matthew 4:1-11, James 1:12-15   
 

 Prayer of Illumination 
 

 Message: “The Lord’s Prayer – ‘Lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from the evil one.”  



 Time of Prayer 
 

“I know that while in heaven he stands,  

no tongue can bid me thence depart.”  
 

* Hymn of Application: “Christ the Sure and Steady Anchor”  
 (Sovereign Grace) v. 1-4  
 1. Christ the sure and steady anchor 
  In the fury of the storm 
  When the winds of doubt blow through me 
  And my sails have all been torn 
  

 Chorus 1 
  In the suffering in the sorrow 
  When my sinking hopes are few 
  I will hold fast to the anchor 
  It shall never be removed. 
  

 2. Christ the sure and steady anchor 
  While the tempest rages on 
  When temptation claims the battle  
  And it seems the night has won 
  

 Chorus 2 
  Deeper still then goes the anchor 
  Though I justly stand accused 
  I will hold fast to the anchor  
  It shall never be removed 
  

 3. Christ the sure and steady anchor 
  Through the floods of unbelief 
  Hopeless somehow O my soul now 
  Lift your eyes to Calvary 
  

 Chorus 3 
  This my ballast of assurance 
  See His love forever proved 
  I will hold fast to the anchor 
  It shall never be removed 
  
 
 
 
 



 4. Christ the sure and steady anchor 
  As we face the wave of death 
  When these trials give way to glory 
  And we draw our final breath. 
  Chorus 4 
  We will cross that great horizon 
  Clouds behind and life secured 
  And the calm will be the better 
  For the storms that we endured. 
  

 Chorus 5 
  Christ the shore of our salvation 
  Ever faithful ever true 
  We will hold fast to the anchor 
  It shall never be removed. 
  CCLI Song #7045311 Matthew Boswell/Matthew Papa ©2015 Getty Music Hymns 
  and Songs; Getty Music Publishing; Love Your Enemies Publishing; Messenger 
  Hymns. For use solely with the SongSelect©  terms of use. All rights reserved. 
  www.ccli.com   CCLI License #678905   
 

* We Proclaim our Faith: Lord’s Day 52 Q&A 127  
Q.  What does the sixth request mean? 
 

A.  And let us not into temptation,  
      but deliver us from the evil one means, 
 

      By ourselves we are too weak  
      to hold our own even for a moment. 
 

      And our sworn enemies –  
     the devil, the world, and our own flesh –  
      never stop attacking us. 
 

      And so, Lord,  
     uphold us and make us strong 
    with the strength of your Holy Spirit, 
      so that we may not go down to defeat 
      in this spiritual struggle, 
      but may firmly resist our enemies 
      until we finally win the complete victory.  

 

* God’s Blessing 
 



* Parting Praise: LUYH #770 v. 1-4   “In Christ Alone”  
1. In Christ alone my hope is found, 
 He is my light, my strength, my song; 
 this cornerstone, this solid ground,  
 firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
 What heights of love, what depths of peace,  
 when fears are stilled, when strivings cease. 
 My comforter, my all in all,  
 here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

2. In Christ alone, who took on flesh,  
 fullness of God in helpless babe! 
 This gift of love and righteousness, 
 scorned by the ones He came to save. 
 ‘Til on the cross as Jesus died, 
 the wrath of God was satisfied. 
 For ev’ry sin on Him was laid; 
 here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

3. There in the ground His body lay, 
 light of the world by darkness slain; 
 then, bursting forth in glorious day, 
 up from the grave He rose again! 
 And as He stands in victory,  
 sin’s curse has lost its grip on me; 
 for I am His and He is mine, 
 bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
 

4. No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
 this is the power of Christ in me; 
 from life’s first cry to final breath, 
 Jesus commands my destiny. 
 No pow’r of hell, no human plan, 
 can ever pluck me from His hand; 
 ‘til He returns or calls me home, 
 here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand! 

“In Christ Alone”  Words and Music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend, Copyright 
© 2002 Thankyou Music; All rights reserved.  Used by permission.  CCLI# 678905 

 
 Postlude 
 



Welcome!  Sunday worship is the call of God to bring special honor to 
his name.  Give  him what he asks through faithful worship.  Receive this 
day also as his gift to you to refresh you for the week ahead.  After 
joining us in worship, join us in the fellowship hall next to the sanctuary 
for a cup of coffee or juice and continued fellowship.  

First CRC  

Bulletin Announcements 
August 24, 2025 

The deadline for announcements this next week is Thursday, 9:00 A.M. 
 

What was a challenge you faced as a youth that still shows up in your 
life today? 
 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY: 
 

Dear First CRC, 
We are looking 
forward to the 
start of a new 
GEMS season. 
In order to 
make the year a 

success, we still need a few things. Our biggest and most urgent need is 
3-4 more women to help lead classes on Wednesday evenings. We are 
also looking for volunteers to help attach badges to the girls’ scarves. 

Tech Team Today: 

August 24 

Next Week: 

August 31 

Sound: Tim H. Mardy S. 

Projection: Isaac D. Maddie D. 

Video: Brandon S. Tim H. 

Offering: 1st: General Fund 
2ne: Annema Family 

General Fund 



This does not need to happen during the GEMS meetings. Lastly, we 
are looking for individuals who would love to share their skill(s) with 
the GEMS and help them earn badges. This could include but is not 
limited to: woodworking, landscaping, baking, sewing/quilting, 
farming, stamp collecting, etc. Please contact Angela See or Jillian 
Hooyer for a complete list of badges and possibilities. There may also 
be times that we need some baking help. These needs will always be 
listed through Beth in the church announcements. Thank you for your 
support and prayers for the upcoming GEMS season. 
 
This morning there is a second offering for Hank and Jeanne Annema 
to help cover some of the many expenses since her stroke. The 
Annemas were members of our church family for many years and we 
would love to help them in this regard, as they are dear friends to 
many of us here at First CRC. 
 
Worship Service YouTube Links:  
AM, August 17 Service: https://youtu.be/zTlvFKNIzBc 
 
First CRC’s Worship Services are now being livestreamed! Go to our 
YouTube Channel at: https://www.youtube.com/@1stcrcmv841 
You will see the option for the worship service Livestream there. 
 
There are Copies of the NEW Committee Volunteers on the shelf by 
the church mailboxes. Please grab one! 
 
Safe Church - Abuse Awareness Events: On Thursday, Sept. 18, GRACE 
(Godly Response to Abuse in the Christian Environment) will be leading 
a church staff training seminar from 10 AM to 2:45 PM at Maplehurst 
Farm. In the evening, Rachel DenHollander – the first public whistle 
blower in the criminal case against Olympic USA Gymnastics team 
doctor Larry Nasar – will be speaking at Mcintyre Hall at 6 PM.  If 
possible, ministry leaders (office-bearers, Sunday School teachers, 
youth leaders, etc.) are highly encouraged to attend the training 
seminar. All church members are encouraged to attend the evening 
event. For clarity sake - the two events are separate. You don't need to 
attend one to be able to attend the other. If you are interested in 
attending the church staff training event – please reach out directly to 
Beth or Pastor John ASAP for reservation purposes as there will be a 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2F%401stcrcmv841&data=05%7C02%7Csecretary%40firstcrcmv.com%7C7849f255b17f45c310bd08ddb99e3615%7Ca1434b7807a4459d8013a569e2488c52%7C0%7C0%7C638870811355975266%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ


lunch provided. The cost of the evening event at Mcintyre Hall is $25. 
… For more detailed information – please take a look at the posters 
hanging on various bulletin boards in the church, or reach out to Beth 
or Pastor John directly.  
 
Sermon Series: Dear Friends, 
   In Luke 11 the disciples make a very important request to Jesus – 
“Lord, teach us to pray.”  I suspect one of the reasons they make this 
request is because they see the obvious link between Jesus’ 
extraordinary prayer life and his power, teaching, character, and 
courage. The model prayer that Jesus gives to them also provides us 
with some important principles for how we too should pray.  We call it 
“The Lord’s Prayer.” … May God bless us as we study it together 
throughout the summer months! 
In His Grace, Pastor John 
  
2. July 6 – “Hallowed Be Thy Name” 
3. July 20 - “Thy Kingdom Come” 
4. July 27 – “Thy Will Be Done” 
5. Aug. 3 –  “Give Us Today our Daily Bread” 
    Aug. 10 – Outdoor Service 
6. Aug. 17 – “Forgive Us Our Debts as we also Forgive Our Debtors” 
7. Aug. 24 – “Lead Us Not into Temptation, but Deliver Us From the Evil 
One” 
8. Sept. 7 – “For Yours is the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory 
Forever”  
 
CALENDAR:  
Greeters/Coffee Hosts: August 24: Mardy & Kristi S., Brad & Crystal 
DK 
Next Week, August 31: Brandon & Julie S., Jack & Trudy VK 

Worship Team: August 24: Henry VZ, Julie S., Adriana & Tessa S. 
Next Week, August 31: Henry & Pam VZ, France B., & Emma S. 
 
Nursery: August 24: Juliana H & Myra VDB 
Next Week, August 31: Jeannette F., Lexi VDP 
 
 



 August 24: Jenny VV, Tess VDH 
Next Week, August 31:, Tim VH, Toby VDB 
 
THIS WEEK:  
Sunday, August 24: 
10:30am Worship Service; 
Pre-Profession of Faith class 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Sun., Sept. 14: Lord’s Supper 
Thurs., Sept. 18: Safe Church Abuse Awareness Event 

 
CRC ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Thrive Faith Formation Tip - In the book Unsettling Truths, theologian 
and professor Soong-Chan Rah writes: “Repentance is not just sorrow 
and confession, it is the turning around of wrong behavior towards 
right and just action. Repentance from sinful corporate behavior 
therefore requires systemic change.” Write down how you are going to 
pair your acts of repentance from “sinful corporate behaviors,” like 
racism, with acts of systemic change this week. Brought to you by 
Thrive: crcna.org/Thrive 
 
Kids Corner Devotions: School -- Do It With All Your Might - Check out 
this week’s kids’ devotion, “School -- Do It With All Your Might” at 
www.kidscorner.net. A new school year can feel exciting and a little 
scary, and that’s okay! Whatever you do—learning, helping, or being 
kind—do your best like you're doing it for God, and he’ll help you 
along the way. Check out all the great content at kidscorner.net, like 
the Kids Corner Bible Story Podcast Series. 
 
Hymn Text Contest - Calvin University will host an Anniversary 
Worship Celebration in honor of its 150th year on Sunday, March 29, 
2026, at the Calvin University Covenant Fine Arts Center for 
community worship. You can help us celebrate by participating in our 
150th Anniversary Hymn Text Contest! The planning committee invites 
hymnwriters to submit a hymn text to be sung at the worship service; 
submissions must be sent via email by November 1, 2025. The winner 
of this contest will receive a $1,500 award. 
 



Ride to Renew: Cycle for Change - Join World Renew for the ride of a 
lifetime from November 1–9, 2025. One hundred riders will cycle 
through beautiful Florida and raise funds to equip 1,500 farmers with 
sustainable farming practices. Each rider commits to raising $3,000, 
directly supporting 15 global farmers in achieving food security for 
their families and communities. Let's ride together for a more food-
secure future! For more information and to register, visit 
worldrenew.net/ridetorenew. 
 
Hope Beyond the Headlines - Media outlets often move on quickly 
after covering the initial impacts of conflict, natural disasters, and 
other devastating events—leaving behind stories of loss, displacement, 
and communities struggling with hunger, poverty, and hopelessness. 
Yet God’s promise in Jeremiah 29:11 reminds us that He has plans for a 
hope and a future. World Renew, together with our Christian partners 
and as a member of the Integral Alliance, continues to walk alongside 
communities long after the cameras are gone—helping restore hope 
and rebuild lives. Now participating in the third Neglected Crises 
campaign, World Renew is calling for collective action to support 
people affected by long-term, complex, and overlooked crises—in 
Madagascar, Sudan, Haiti, and beyond. Your gift can help extend God’s 
hope to places where suffering persists long after public attention 
fades. Learn more or give today at: worldrenew.net/global-food-crisis 
 
Prayer for Our Immigrant Neighbors - Over the past few months, 
many Christian Reformed Church leaders and members have been 
deeply impacted by the increased immigration enforcement activities 
taking place across the United States. We are asking every CRC 
congregation to set aside a special time of prayer for our immigrant 
brothers and sisters during worship on Sunday, Sept. 7. All 
congregations and members are also invited to join a virtual prayer 
vigil on Wednesday, Sept. 10 at 7:00 p.m. EST at youTube.com/crcna 
 

 

 

 

 

 



People to be remembered with 
prayers, cards, letters & words of 
encouragement.  Email the office 
at secretary@firstcrcmv.com or 
call the church office at (336-2405) 
by 9:00 am Thursday of each week 
with your prayer items.  
 

CONTINUING REQUESTS: 
Amy Stiles got wonderful news last week: her heart has shown 
significant improvement since her ablation procedure and the doctor is 
very optimistic that she will not need any devices implanted to keep 
her heart working properly. Praise the Lord for His healing mercies! 
 
Please continue to pray for Pam Van Zanten’s Father, Ernie Pierik, as 
he fights blood clots and now has a bad cold. 
 
Please continue to pray for Jeanne Annema.  She has shown some 
improvement in her speech and movement, and she is very happy to 
be  home to continue physical therapy. She has a Caring Bridge site, 
which you can find by typing Jeanne Annema into the “Find a 
CaringBridge” link. 
 
SHUT INS: Nell Annema and Shirley Boonstra at Birchview Memory 
Care in Sedro-Woolley; Marjean DeGroot at Mountain Glen in Mount 
Vernon; Martha Haarsma at home in Mount Vernon, Clarence Vander 
Griend at Home Place in Burlington; Sally Reehorn at Creekside in 
Burlington. 
 
OTHER REQUESTS: (CRC Communications) 
Friday August 15 - Resonate: Michigan 
Give thanks for students who participated in the Abundant Life 
Ministries Youth Camp this summer. This camp is specially designed to 
minister with students from diaspora communities in West Michigan. 
Pray that seeds planted during this Bible camp will continue to grow. 
 
Saturday August 16 -World Renew: Dry season, Africa 
The dry season brings increased hardship to communities in southern 
Africa, where water scarcity affects crops, livestock, and health. 

mailto:secretary@firstcrcmv.com%20


Hydroelectricity has also become scarce in recent years, affecting the 
daily work of welders, mechanics, tailors, and many more. Pray for rain 
in due season, for our work in climate-smart agriculture, and for 
sustenance throughout this challenging time. 
 
 
Sunday August 17 - Thrive: Thrive staff 
Please pray for guidance and wisdom for Thrive staff as they serve 
alongside congregations. May they meaningfully support church 
leaders and volunteers as they seek to cultivate deeper spiritual 
growth and vibrant faith communities. 
 
Monday August 18 - ReFrame: Burkina Faso 
Félix, a listener from southern Burkina Faso, reached out to share that 
he was deeply moved by our French radio broadcasts and decided to 
follow Christ. Give thanks for the Holy Spirit’s work in Félix’s life. May 
he find a supportive community of believers, and may his life become a 
testimony to the hope and grace found in Jesus. 
 
Tuesday August 19 - Resonate: Middle East 
“Praise God with us for the opportunity to share hope, healing, and 
redemption with others,” say our Resonate missionaries serving in the 
Middle East, where war and conflict affect many people and 
communities. 
 
Wednesday August 20 - World Renew: Peacebuilding 
Pray for peace in regions where violence, political unrest, or ethnic 
tensions have torn communities apart. Ask God to guide our 
peacebuilding initiatives, trauma healing programs, and reconciliation 
efforts. May the Holy Spirit soften hearts and restore relationships in 
places longing for healing. 
 
Thursday August 21 - Indigenous Family Centre: Community and 
support 
We give thanks for continued faithfulness in financial support through 
the CRC. Please pray that we can remain a safe and welcoming place 
for all community members, offering meaningful fellowship and 
effective programming. May people continue to be able to connect, 
share, and thrive here together. 


