
Welcome to First Christian Reformed Church! 
Pastor John Knoester 

August 10, 2025   10:30AM Service 
 

* Please stand in body or in spirit 
 

“For the beauty of the earth,  

for the glory of the skies” 
 

 Prelude 
 

 Welcome 
 

* Opening Hymn: LUYH #21 v. 1-3 “This is My Father’s World”  
1. This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears 
 all nature sings, and round me rings  
 the music of the spheres. 
 This is my Father’s world; I rest me in the thought 
 of rocks and trees, of skies and seas;  
 his hand the wonders wrought. 
  

2. This is my Father’s world; the birds their carols raise; 
 the morning light, the lily white,  
 declare their Maker’s praise. 
 This is my Father’s world; he shines in all that’s fair. 
 In the rustling grass I hear him pass;  
 he speaks to me everywhere. 
 

3. This is my Father’s world; oh, let me not forget 
 that, though the wrong seems oft so strong,   
 God is the Ruler yet. 
 This is my Father’s world; why should my heart be sad? 
 The Lord is King, let the heavens ring!   
 God reigns; let the earth be glad. 

 Words: Maltbie D. Babcock (1858-1901) P.D.; Music: English; adapt. Franklin L. 
 Sheppard (1852-1930),  P.D.; CCLI #678905 Music (TERRA BEATA 6.6.8.6 D): 
 English; adapt. Franklin L. Sheppard (1852-1930), P.D. 

 
* Opening Prayer   
 
 



*Call to Worship:  
Leader: Who is this God whom we have come to worship? 
People: God is the creator of all. 
 

Leader: The creator of birds and trees, wind and sea. 
People: God is the creator of all things seen and unseen. 
 

Leader: Then let us worship the God of creation, 
People: the God of all things great and small. 
 

* Hymn of Praise: LUYH #551 v. 1,3,5,6  
 “All Creatures of our God and King”    

1. All creatures of our God and King, 
 lift up your voice with us and sing: 
 alleluia, alleluia! 
 O burning sun with golden beam,  
 and shining moon with silver gleam, 
 O praise him, O praise him, 
 alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

3. Cool flowing water, pure and clear,  
 make music for your Lord to hear; 
 alleluia, alleluia! 
 Fierce fire, so masterful and bright, 
 providing us with warmth and light, 
 O praise him, O praise him, 
 alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

5. All you who are of tender heart, 
 Forgiving others, take your part; 
 alleluia, alleluia! 
 All you who pain and sorrow bear, 
 Praise God and on him cast your care: 
 O praise him, O praise him, 
 alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

6. Let all things their Creator bless, 
 and worship him in humbleness, 
 alleluia, alleluia! 
 Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
 and praise the Spirit, Three in One: 
 O praise him, O praise him, 
 alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 Text: Francis of Assisi; Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams.  Public Domain; CCLI 

#678905 
 



* God’s Greeting/We Greet Each Other 
 

“For the love which from our birth,  

over and around us lies” 
 

 Announcements   
 

 Testimonies of Faith – Youth Group Service Team    
 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving    
 

 Offering: General Fund   
 

 Offertory   
 

* Song of Preparation: LUYH #20 v. 1-4  
 “All Things Bright and Beautiful”  

Refrain 
All things bright and beautiful, 
all creatures great and small, 
all things wise and wonderful, 
the Lord God made them all. 
 

1. Each little flower that opens, 
 each little bird that sings, 
 God made their glowing colors, 
 God made their tiny wings. 
 

Refrain 
 

2. The purple-headed mountain, 
 the river running by, 
 the sunset, and the morning 
 that brightens up the sky: 
 

Refrain 
 

3. The cold wind in the winter, 
 the pleasant summer sun, 
 the ripe fruits in the garden, 
 God made them every one. 
 

Refrain 
 



4. God gave us eyes to see them, 
 and lips that we might tell 
 how great is God Almighty, 
 who has made all things well. 
 

Refrain 
 Words: Cecil F. Alexander, 1848, P.D.; Music: Melody English traditional, The 

Dancing Master, 1686; harm. John Worst, 1974, alt. © 1987 Faith Alive Christian 
Resources, CCLI #678905 

 

“For the wonder of each hour,  

of the day and of the night,” 
 

 Scripture Readings: Psalm 19:1-6 and Psalm 8   
 

 Meditation: Savoring What’s Around Us: “The Beauty of the Earth”  
 

 Prayer 
 

 Hymn of Response: LUYH #19 v. 1  “For the Beauty of the Earth” 
1. For the beauty of the earth, 
 for the glory of the skies, 
 for the love which from our birth 
 over and around us lies, 
 

Refrain 
Christ, our Lord, to you we raise 
this, our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

 Scripture Readings: Psalm 25:1-5   
 

 Meditation: Savoring Each Day:  “The Wonder of Each Hour” 
  

 Prayer   
 

 Hymn of Response: LUYH #19 v. 2-3  “For the Beauty of the Earth”   
2. For the wonder of each hour 
 of the day and of the night, 
 hill and vale and tree and flower, 
 sun and moon and stars of light, 
 

Refrain 
Christ, our Lord, to you we raise 
this, our hymn of grateful praise. 

 



3. For the joy of ear and eye, 
 for the heart and mind’s delight, 
 for the mystic harmony 
 linking sense to sound and sight: 
 

Refrain 
Christ, our Lord, to you we raise 
this, our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

 Scripture Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23  
 

 Meditation: Savoring our Loved Ones: “The Joy of Human Love”
  

 Prayer   

 

 Hymn of Response: LUYH #19 v. 4  “For the Beauty of the Earth”   
4. For the joy of human love, 
 brother, sister, parent, child, 
 friends on earth, and friends above, 
 for all gentle thoughts and mild, 

 

Refrain 
Christ, our Lord, to you we raise 
this, our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

 Scripture Reading: I John 4:7-12  
 

 Meditation: Savoring Jesus: “Best Gift Divine” 
 

 Prayer  
  

* Songs of Response:  

  LUYH #19 v. 5  “For the Beauty of the Earth”   
For yourself, best gift divine, 
to the world so freely given, 
agent of God’s grand design: 
peace on earth and joy in heaven, 

Refrain  
Christ, our Lord, to you we raise 
this, our hymn of grateful praise. 

 Words: Folliott S. Pierpont, 1864, alt., P.D.; Music: Conrad Kocher, 1838; adapt. 
William H. Monk, 1861, P.D.; CCLI #678905 

 
 



  LUYH #17 “Beautiful Savior” v. 1-4  
1. Beautiful Savior! King of creation! 
 Son of God and Son of Man! 
 Truly I’d love thee, truly I’d serve thee, 
 Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
  

2. Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands, 
 robed in flowers of blooming spring; 
 Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer; 
 he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 
  

3. Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight, 
 bright the sparkling stars on high; 
 Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer 
 than all the angels in the sky. 
  

 Acapella 
4. Beautiful Savior! Lord of the nations! 
 Son of God and Son of Man! 
 Glory and honor, praise, adoration, 
 now and forevermore be thine! 
 Words: Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1873, P.D;  
 Music: Schleissche Volslieder, 1842, P.D.; CCLI# 678905 

 

“Hill and Vale and tree and flower,  

sun and moon and stars of light,” 

 
* Litany of Praise:    
  Leader: God of the ages, we praise you for all your servants  
      who do justice, love mercy, and strive to walk humbly 
    with God. 
 

  People: We praise you for all who seek your new creation, 
    And who, by their steadfast faith,  
    show their discipleship in Jesus Christ. 
   

  Leader: We praise you for all those we know and love. 
 

  People:  And we pray that together we may follow in the way 
    of Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 



* God’s Parting Blessing   
 

* Doxology: LUYH #302 v. 1-2 “Hear Our Praises”  
May our homes be filled with dancing, 
may our streets be filled with joy. 
May injustice bow to Jesus 
as the people turn and pray. 
 

Refrain 
From the mountain to the valley, 
hear our praises rise to you. 
From the heavens to the nations, 
hear our singing fill the air. 
 

May your light shine in the darkness 
as we walk before the cross. 
May your glory fill the whole earth 
as the water over the seas. 
 

Refrain x2 
Words and Music: Reuben Morgan © 1998 Hillsong Publishing (APRA), admin. US & 
Canada at EMICMGPublishing.com; CCLI# 678905  
 

* Postlude 
 
Welcome!  This is the day that the Lord has made.  Worship is our 
opportunity to be glad and rejoice in the Lord's house on the Lord's 
Day.  We come as the children of God, knowing that we are welcomed 
here where all are meant to be one in the Lord.  Let us lay down our 
burdens and rejoice in the Lord for the Lord is good, the Source of 
love.  After joining us in worship, join us in the fellowship hall next to 
the sanctuary for a cup of coffee or juice and continued fellowship. 

 
 

Tech Team Today: 

August 10 

Next Week: 

August 17 

Sound: Mardick S. Henry VZ 

Projection:  Tim B. 

Video:  France B. 

Offering: General Fund General Fund 



First CRC  

Bulletin Announcements 
August 10, 2025 

The deadline for announcements this next week is Thursday, 9:00 A.M. 
 

What attribute or posture of Jesus do you most desire to embody? 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY: 
We will be having a POTLUCK after our outdoor service this morning. 
Please feel free to join us! 
 
Worship Service YouTube Links:  
AM, August 3 Service: https://youtu.be/zTlvFKNIzBc 
 
First CRC’s Worship Services are now being livestreamed! Go to our 
YouTube Channel at: https://www.youtube.com/@1stcrcmv841 
You will see the option for the worship service Livestream there. 
 
Dear Friends, 
Our Block Party is right around the 
corner. Join us on Saturday, August 
16, from 12 pm to 4 pm for food and 
fun. We encourage you to invite your 
friends to this event. You will find in 
your mailboxes invitations to hand 
out. If you need more, you can find 
some next to the mailboxes. We look 
forward to seeing you.                   
 ~ The Evangelism Committee 
 
There are Copies of the NEW Committee Volunteers on the shelf by 
the church mailboxes. Please grab one! 
 
 
 
 
 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2F%401stcrcmv841&data=05%7C02%7Csecretary%40firstcrcmv.com%7C7849f255b17f45c310bd08ddb99e3615%7Ca1434b7807a4459d8013a569e2488c52%7C0%7C0%7C638870811355975266%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ


Safe Church - Abuse Awareness Events: On Thursday, Sept. 18, GRACE 
(Godly Response to Abuse in the Christian Environment) will be leading 
a church staff training seminar from 10 AM to 2:45 PM at Maplehurst 
Farm. In the evening, Rachel DenHollander – the first public whistle 
blower in the criminal case against Olympic USA Gymnastics team 
doctor Larry Nasar – will be speaking at Mcintyre Hall at 6 PM.  If 
possible, ministry leaders (office-bearers, Sunday School teachers, youth 
leaders, etc.) are highly encouraged to attend the training seminar. All 
church members are encouraged to attend the evening event. For 
clarity sake - the two events are separate. You don't need to attend one 
to be able to attend the other. If you are interested in attending the 
church staff training event – please reach out directly to Beth or Pastor 
John ASAP for reservation purposes as there will be a lunch provided. 
The cost of the evening event at Mcintyre Hall is $25. … For more 
detailed information – please take a look at the posters hanging on 
various bulletin boards in the church, or reach out to Beth or Pastor 
John directly.  
 
Sermon Series: Dear Friends, 
   In Luke 11 the disciples make a very important request to Jesus – 
“Lord, teach us to pray.”  I suspect one of the reasons they make this 
request is because they see the obvious link between Jesus’ 
extraordinary prayer life and his power, teaching, character, and 
courage. The model prayer that Jesus gives to them also provides us 
with some important principles for how we too should pray.  We call it 
“The Lord’s Prayer.” … May God bless us as we study it together 
throughout the summer months! 
In His Grace, Pastor John 
  
2. July 6 – “Hallowed Be Thy Name” 
3. July 20 - “Thy Kingdom Come” 
4. July 27 – “Thy Will Be Done” 
5. Aug. 3 –  “Give Us Today our Daily Bread” 
    Aug. 10 – Outdoor Service 
6. Aug. 17 – “Forgive Us Our Debts as we also Forgive Our Debtors” 
7. Aug. 24 – “Lead Us Not into Temptation, but Deliver Us From the Evil 
One” 
8. Aug. 31 – “For Yours is the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory 
Forever”  
 
 



CALENDAR:  
Greeters/Coffee Hosts: August 10: Sarah Z, Katie J. 
Next Week, August 17: Jill R., Marjo R. 

Worship Team: August 10: Eliot B., Heidi B., Adriana/Tessa S. 
Next Week, August 17: Kevin & Glenda K., Isaac,/Jennaya B. 
 
Nursery: August 10: Pam VZ, Macy VDP 
Next Week, August 17: Adriana S., Nellie VDH 
 

 August 10: Heidi B., Ella VH 
Next Week, August 17: Tim VH, Riley VV 
 
THIS WEEK:  
Sunday, August 10: 
 10:30am OUTDOOR Worship Service; 
Pre-Profession of Faith class 
Potluck to follow. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Sat., August 16, 12-4pm: Block Party 
Thurs., Sept. 18: Safe Church Abuse Awareness Event.  

  
CRC ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Thrive Faith Formation Tip - Psalm 19 exclaims, “The heavens declare 
the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands” (v. 1, NIV). 
Throughout your week make a point to observe the sky—whether 
storm-filled, clear and sunny, brilliant blue with fluffy clouds, or full of 
stars. How does observing creation remind you of God’s glory and good 
works? Brought to you by Thrive: crcna.org/Thrive 
 
Kids Corner Devotions: God's Grand Story: Josiah Reads the Bible - 
Check out this week’s kids’ devotion, “God's Grand Story: Josiah Reads 
the Bible” at www.kidscorner.net. Open the Bible today and see how 
God wants us to live. Talk together as a family about how the Bible 
offers guidance for real life—at home, at school, and with friends. Check 
out all the great content at kidscorner.net, like the Kids Corner Bible 
Story Podcast Series. 
 
 



Groundwork: God Longs to Restore His People - Amidst all the 
judgment in Hosea, God reveals the tender ache of a father’s heart, 
and we find powerful images of restoration. Join Groundwork as we 
study Hosea 11 and 14 and discuss how this ancient prophecy still calls 
us back to the heart of God and offers us a roadmap for restoration. 
Listen now at GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork's 
weekly emails for future episodes. 
 
Paul's Missionary Journeys in Greece - Paul’s Missionary Journeys in 
Greece (April 3 - 13, 2026): Travel by motor coach (6 days) and cruise 
ship (3 days) to sites connected with Paul’s second and third 
missionary journeys, as well as visit other major sites of biblical, 
archaeological, and cultural interest. Jeff Weima, professor at Calvin 
Theological Seminary and leading Pauline scholar, hosts this 
inspirational tour. For more information, contact Dr. Weima at 616-
328-3110 or weimje@calvinseminary.edu. 
 
Calvin University 150th Anniversary Events - Calvin University is 
celebrating its 150th anniversary and you're invited to join us in 
marking the occasion all year long! Check the calvin.edu/150 website 
for details on many events going on at Calvin throughout the 
anniversary year. Some ways we're celebrating include Celebration 
Weeks on campus, Calvin On-the-Road events to 30 cities, an 
Anniversary Worship Celebration in March 2026, and a 
150th  Anniversary Hymn Text Contest. 
 
Cambodia Discovery Tour - Join World Renew from November 14 to 
24, 2025, for a journey into Cambodia’s vibrant culture and the 
inspiring work of local communities pursuing lasting change through 
partnership and hope. This is an opportunity to witness God’s love in 
action—experience deep connections, hear powerful stories, and see 
how lives are being transformed. Registration is limited and closes 
September 14. Learn more and register here: https://
bit.ly/2025cambodiainfo 
 
 
 
 
 



People to be remembered with 
prayers, cards, letters & words of 
encouragement.  Email the office at 
secretary@firstcrcmv.com or call 
the church office at (336-2405) by 
9:00 am Thursday of each week 
with your prayer items.  
 

 
NEW REQUESTS: 
Amy Stiles is having an MRI this week Thursday to determine the 
success of her heart ablation. Please prepare the hands of the 
technicians who will be performing this procedure and for continued 
health and healing for Amy. 
 

CONTINUING REQUESTS: 
Please continue to pray for Pam Van Zanten’s Father, Ernie Pierik. He 
has several small clots in his lungs that are making breathing very 
difficult. Please pray that the clots will dissolve and he can improve 
rapidly. 
 

Please continue to pray for Jeanne Annema, as she has been moved to 
a rehabilitation facility at United General Hospital in Sedro-Woolley. 
She has shown some improvement in her speech and movement, and 
the family is getting ready for her to come home to continue physical 
therapy. She has a Caring Bridge site, which you can find by typing 
Jeanne Annema into the “Find a CaringBridge” link. 
 

SHUT INS: Nell Annema and Shirley Boonstra at Birchview Memory 
Care in Sedro-Woolley; Marjean DeGroot at Mountain Glen in Mount 
Vernon; Martha Haarsma at home in Mount Vernon, Clarence Vander 
Griend at Home Place in Burlington; Sally Reehorn at Creekside in 
Burlington. 
 

OTHER REQUESTS: (CRC Communications) 
Saturday August 2 - World Renew: Disaster Response Services (DRS) 
As the hurricane and wildfire seasons intensify, ask God to protect 
communities vulnerable to natural disasters. Ask also that our Disaster 
Response Services teams may be prepared to respond with compassion 
and care. Pray for volunteers, local churches, and survivors as they rebuild 
lives and homes. 
 

mailto:secretary@firstcrcmv.com%20


Sunday August 3 - ReFrame Ministries: China 
Pray for Chinese pastors, theologians, and leaders who will be attending 
our second annual symposium in China in September to talk about the 
Bible and public theology. Pray that God's Word will illuminate the path 
ahead and that the Chinese church globally may shine the light of Christ 
into the world’s darkness. 
 

Monday August 4 - Resonate: Central Asia 
A Resonate missionary in Central Asia has been studying the Bible with a 
friend to help them practice learning English. They’ve had many 
conversations together about what the Bible says and means. “In the 
Lord’s timing, may my friend view God’s Word as more than just a helpful 
source for English practice,” asks our missionary. 
 

Tuesday August 5 - Thrive: Chaplains 
In veterans care facilities, chaplains serve veterans who have injuries of all 
kinds—not only physical but also cognitive, emotional, spiritual, and moral 
injuries. Pray for our chaplains as they provide pastoral care. Pray also that 
our local churches may find ways to enfold veterans into their 
communities. 
 

Wednesday August 6 - World Renew: Global food crisis 
Pray for the millions of families worldwide facing hunger due to conflict, 
climate change, or economic instability. Ask God to help World Renew and 
its partners in responding wisely with food assistance, sustainable 
agriculture programs, and advocacy. Pray for just policies and 
compassionate action from global leaders, and for crisis awareness in the 
media. 
 

Thursday August 7 - Resonate: Sierra Leone 
"Pray for the Christian Reformed Church in Sierra Leone. Thank God for 
the growth of this denomination, and pray for its ongoing partnership with 
Resonate. May godly leaders be equipped to serve the church and reach 
out with the gospel of Jesus,” asks Mike Van Der Dyke, our regional 
mission leader for West and Central Africa. 
 

Friday August 8 - ReFrame: Japan 
After a time of instability and family struggles, Sho began attending church 
again and was encouraged to hear that even when our faith feels weak, 
God invites us to draw near through his Word. Sho also finds comfort and 
hope through our Asa no Kotoba (Morning Word) messages. Pray that Sho 
will continue to grow and be strengthened in faith. 

 


