
Welcome to First Christian Reformed Church! 
Pastor John Knoester 

July 6, 2025   10:30AM Service 
 

* Please stand in body or in spirit 
 

“O God, You Are My God, and I will ever praise you.” 
 

 Prelude  
 

 Welcome  
 

* Sung Call to Worship:  LUYH #585 v. 1-4  
 “With Grateful Heart My Thanks I Bring” 
 1. With grateful heart my thanks I bring; 
  before the “gods” your praise I sing. 
  I worship in your holy place 
  and praise you for your truth and grace; 
  for truth and grace together shine 
  in your most holy Word divine, 
  in your most holy Word divine. 
 

 2. I cried to you, and you did save; 
  your word of grace new courage gave. 
  The kings of earth shall thank you, LORD, 
  for they have heard your wondrous word; 
  yes, they shall come with songs of praise 
  for great and glorious are your ways, 
  for great and glorious are your ways. 
 

 3. O LORD, enthroned in glory bright, 
  you reign alone in heavenly height; 
  the proud in vain your favor seek, 
  but you have mercy for the meek. 
  Through trouble though my pathway be, 
  you will revive and strengthen me, 
  you will revive and strengthen me. 
 

 
 
 
 



 4. You will stretch forth your mighty arm 
  to save me when my foes alarm. 
  The work you have for me begun 
  shall by your grace be fully done. 
  Your love forever will endure: 
  your mercy, LORD, is ever sure; 
  your mercy, LORD, is ever sure. 
  PSALM 138; Words: Psalter, 1912, alt., P.D.; Music: William B. Bradbury, 
  1863, P.D. CCLI #678905 
 

* Opening Prayer  
 

* Call to Worship: Based on Psalm 42     
  Leader: As the deer pants for streams of water, 
        so my soul pants for you, O God. 
  People: My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.  
 

  Leader: By day the Lord directs his love, 
      at night his song is with me – 
    a prayer to the God of my life. 
  People: Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, 
    my Savior and my God.  
      —Psalm 42:1-2a, 8, 11b NIV 
 

* Opening Songs of Praise:  
   “As the Deer” v. 1-3 

1.  As the deer panteth for the water,  
 so my soul longeth after Thee. 
 You alone are my heart’s desire  
 and I long to worship Thee. 
  

Chorus:   
 You alone are my Strength, my Shield,  
 To You alone may my spirit yield. 
 You alone are my heart’s desire  
 and I long to worship Thee. 
  

2.  You’re my friend and You are my brother  
 even though You are a King. 
 I love You more than any other,  
 so much more than anything. 
  

Chorus 



  

3.  I want You more than gold or silver,  
 only You can satisfy. 
 You alone are the real joy-giver,  
 and the apple of my eye.   
  

Chorus 
 You alone are my Strength, my Shield,  
 To You alone may my spirit yield. 
 You alone are my heart’s desire  
 and I long to worship Thee. 

  “As the Deer” Psalm 42:1 Martin Nystrom, ©1984 Maranatha! Music  CCLI# 

678905  

 
   LUYH #743  “O God, You Are My God”  2x  

 O God, you are my God, 
 and I will ever praise you. 
 O God, you are my God, 
 and I will ever praise you. 
 I will seek you in the morning, 
 and I will learn to walk in your ways. 
 And step by step you’ll lead me, 
 and I will follow you all of my days. 
 Words and Music: David Strasser, Rich Mullins © 1991 BMG Songs, Inc./Kid 

Brothers of St. Frank Publishing, admin. BMG Songs, Inc./Music Services; CCLI# 
678905 

 
* God’s Greeting and Greeting of One Another 
 

“I will seek you in the morning,  

and I will learn to walk in your ways.” 
 

 Announcements 
 

 Call to Confession:  
  Our Lord Jesus said:  
  “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,  
  and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’  
  This is the greatest and first commandment.  
  And a second is like it:  
  ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  
  On these two commandments  



  hang all the law and the prophets.”  
  As God has instructed us in these great commandments,  
  and because we have not lived in full obedience,  
  let us now confess our sins to God,  
  trusting Christ as our Savior and Lord.  
      —based on Matthew 22:37-40, NRSV 
 

 Prayer of Confession 
 

 Words of Assurance:   
  Leader Hear the good news:  
     Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;  
     that proves God’s love toward us.  
     In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  
 

  People: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  
    Glory to God. Amen.  
 

 The Law of God:  
  Since you have been raised up to be with Christ,  
  you must look for the things that are above,  
  where Christ is, sitting at God’s right hand.  
  Let your thoughts be on things above,  
  not on things that are on the earth,  
  because you have died,  
  and now the life you have is hidden with Christ in God.  
  But when Christ is revealed—and he is your life—  
  you, too, will be revealed with him in glory.  
      —Colossians 3:1-4, NJB 
 

 Song of Thanksgiving: LUYH #370 v. 1-3  “My Soul Finds Rest”  
1. My soul finds rest in God alone, 
 my rock and my salvation; 
 a fortress strong against my foes, 
 and I will not be shaken. 
 Though lips may bless and hearts may curse, 
 and lies like arrows pierce me, 
 I’ll fix my heart on righteousness; 
 I’ll look to him who hears me. 
 

 
 
 



Refrain 
 O praise him, hallelujah, 
 my delight and my reward; 
 everlasting, never failing, 
 my Redeemer, my God. 
 

2. Find rest, my soul, in God alone 
 amid the world’s temptations; 
 when evil seeks to take a hold, 
 I’ll cling to my salvation. 
 Though riches come and riches go, 
 don’t set your heart upon them; 
 the fields of hope in which I sow 
 are harvested in heaven. 
 

Refrain 
 

3. I’ll set my gaze on God alone 
 and trust in him completely; 
 with every day pour out my soul, 
 and he will prove his mercy. 
 Though life is but a fleeting breath, 
 a sigh too brief to measure, 
 my King has crushed the curse of death, 
 and I am his forever. 
 

Refrain 
 Words and Music: Psalm 62:1-2, 4-8, 10, 12; Galatians 3:13, Aaron Keyes, Stuart 
 Townend © 2008 ThankYou Music (PRS), admin. worldwide at 
 EMICMGPublishing.com (excl. Europe admin. by Kingswaysongs)  CCLI #678905  
 

 Offering: General Fund 
 

 Offertory 
 

(Following the offertory children ages 3-3rd grade are invited  
 to make their way to Children in Worship in the Fellowship Hall) 

 

 
 
 
 
 



* Song of Preparation: LUYH #762 v. 1-2  “Ancient Words”  
 1. Holy words long preserved   
  for our walk in this world,  
  they resound with God’s own heart,   
  O let the ancient words impart.  
  Words of life, words of hope,   
  give us strength, help us cope.   
  In this world where’er we roam   
  ancient words will guide us home.  
 

 Refrain  
  Ancient words, ever true,   
  changing me and changing you.   
  We have come with open hearts,   
  O let the ancient words impart.  
 

 2. Holy words of our faith   
  handed down to this age   
  came to us through sacrifice.   
  O heed the faithful words of Christ.   
  Holy words long preserved   
 for our walk in this world,  
 they resound with God’s own heart.   
 O let the ancient words impart.  

 

 Refrain  
  Ancient words, ever true,   
  changing me and changing you.   
  We have come with open hearts,   
  O let the ancient words impart.  
 Words: Lynn DeShazo © 2001 Integrity's Hosanna! Music, (ASCAP), admin. 
 EMICMGPublishing.com; CCLI #678905 
  

“And step by step you’ll lead me,”  
 

 Scripture Reading: Psalm 63, Psalm 138, Matthew 6:9  
 
 Prayer of Illumination 
 

 Message: “The Lord’s Prayer – ‘Hallowed Be Thy Name’”  
 

 Time of Prayer 
 
 
 



“And I will follow you all of my days.”  
 

* Hymn of Application: LUYH #540 v. 1-4  
 “Holy God, We Praise Your Name”   

1. Holy God, we praise your name; 
 Lord of all, we bow before you. 
 Saints on earth your rule acclaim; 
 all in heaven above adore you. 
 Infinite your vast domain; 
 everlasting is your reign. 
 

2. Hark, the glad celestial hymn 
 angel choirs above are raising; 
 cherubim and seraphim, 
 in unceasing chorus praising, 
 fill the heavens with sweet accord: 
 “Holy, holy, holy Lord!” 
 

3. Lo, the apostolic train 
 joins your sacred name to hallow; 
 prophets swell the glad refrain, 
 and the white-robed martyrs follow; 
 and from morn to set of sun, 
 through the church the song goes on. 
 

4. Holy Father, holy Son, 
 Holy Spirit, three we name you, 
 though in essence only one; 
 undivided God, we claim you, 
 and, adoring, bend the knee 
 while we own the mystery. 
 Words: Te Deum, 4th c.; vers. Ignaz Franz, ca. 1774; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 

1853, alt., P.D. Music: Katholisches Gesangbuch, Vienna, 1774; desc. Emily R. 
Brink, 1986, ©1987 Faith Alive Christian Resources, CCLI # 678905 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



* We Proclaim our Faith: Lord’s Day 47 Q&A 122  
  Q. What does the first petition mean? 
 

  A. “Hallowed be your name” means: 
   Help us to truly know you, to honor, glorify,  
   and praise you for all your works 
   and for all that shines forth from them: 
   your almighty power, wisdom, kindness, 
   justice, mercy, and truth. 
   And it means, help us to direct all our living— 
   what we think, say, and do— 
   so that your name will never be blasphemed  
   because of us but always honored and praised. 
 

* God’s Blessing 
 
* Parting Praise: LUYH #947 “We Receive Your Blessing”  2x   

We receive Your blessing; we receive Your grace, 
as we walk in the light shining from Your face. 
May the peace that You give change the way that we live. 
We receive Your blessing as we leave this place. 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, you heavenly hosts. 
Praise Father, Son, and praise the Holy Ghost. 
 

Repeat Song 
 

We receive your blessing as we leave this place. 
 

Words & Music: Grace Moes &Natasha Moes 
© 2003 Unity Music Ministries; CCLI License #678905 

 

 Postlude 
 
Welcome!  A hearty welcome to each of you!  It is a genuine joy to 
have everyone here for worship, for fellowship, for learning more 
about the Christian way and for preparing for a new week of service.  
God has been good to us!  Let us join together to praise the Lord.  
After the morning service all are invited to the fellowship hall next to 
the sanctuary for a cup of coffee or juice and continued fellowship. 



First CRC  

Bulletin Announcements 
July 6, 2025 

The deadline for announcements this next week is Thursday, 9:00 A.M. 
 

 

What is something you're curious about learning from culture that is 
different from your own? Whom could o 
 
OUR CHURCH FAMILY: 
Worship Service YouTube Links:  
AM, June 29 Service: https://www.youtube.com/live/3iaPO5LhPko 
 
Church Committees Update: In late July or early August the Executive 
Committee usually meets to update/approve our current church 
committee lists. When it comes to various committees for our church 
family we do our best to recruit, but just like our personal families 
sometimes it's simply more expedient to assign. Here's how you can 
help us in advance: If there is a specific church committee that you 
would like to serve on - please let Beth know no later than Sunday, July 
20. Conversely, if you would like to be 'removed' from a committee you 
are currently serving on please let her know that as well. If we don't 
hear from you - please don't be too surprised if you find your name 
assigned to a committee this fall. We promise to do our best to match 
one's gifts accordingly! Thank you in advance for your willingness to 
serve!     
 

Tech Team Today: 

July 6 

Next Week: 

July 13 

Sound: Mardick S Henry H. 

Projection: Maddie D. Beth B. 

Video: Tim H. Brandon S. 

Offering: General Fund General Fund 

https://www.youtube.com/live/3iaPO5LhPko


From Skagit Valley Pregnancy Care Center: 
We are so grateful for your support of the Baby Bottle Campaign.  Many 
Blessings, Shawna Mengle 
 
Here is a link showing how much money the Baby Bottle Campaign has 
raised thus far! 
https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1gSleTRmiUy8ebwuFmkk43Y7uOJlPVW67/view?usp=sharing 
 
Men’s Bible Study will meet 7 am Tuesday, July 8, at IHOP. We are 
currently working our way through Philippians.  
 
First CRC’s Worship Services are now being livestreamed! Go to our 
YouTube Channel at: https://www.youtube.com/@1stcrcmv841 
You will see the option for the worship service Livestream there. 
 
CEF Update: For 25 years many families of our church have been 
blessed by the Christian Education Fund (CEF). One of the main 
purposes of the CEF is to financially assist families in sending 
their children to Mount Vernon Christian School. The CEF policies were 
initially approved by the congregation itself and certain requirements 
needed to be followed in order for the fund to continue each year.  
    One of those requirements is that the total tuition amount for the 
following school year is required to be pledged by June 30. 
Unfortunately, this year there were not enough pledges submitted by 
June 30, 2025 to meet the tuition amount for the 2025-2026 school 
year. Therefore, the CEF will discontinue. However, those families that 
need tuition assistance for the coming year (and in the future) are 
encouraged to contact the deacons directly as there will still be financial 
assistance available for Christian education. Members of the 
congregation can also still contribute to this program in order to help 
those families that need tuition assistance. 
    In the coming days and weeks the deacons will be reaching out 
directly to those families that submitted a pledge for the 2025-2026 
school year. In the meantime, if you have any questions, please don't 
hesitate to contact deacon Brad De Kok.    - First CRC Church Council  
 
Sermon Series: Dear Friends, 
   In Luke 11 the disciples make a very important request to Jesus – 
“Lord, teach us to pray.”  I suspect one of the reasons they make this 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1gSleTRmiUy8ebwuFmkk43Y7uOJlPVW67%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Csecretary%40firstcrcmv.com%7C2484a00f61bb4b36d71b08ddb8022a70%7Ca1434b7807a4459d8013a569e24
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1gSleTRmiUy8ebwuFmkk43Y7uOJlPVW67%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Csecretary%40firstcrcmv.com%7C2484a00f61bb4b36d71b08ddb8022a70%7Ca1434b7807a4459d8013a569e24
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2F%401stcrcmv841&data=05%7C02%7Csecretary%40firstcrcmv.com%7C7849f255b17f45c310bd08ddb99e3615%7Ca1434b7807a4459d8013a569e2488c52%7C0%7C0%7C638870811355975266%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ


request is because they see the obvious link between Jesus’ 
extraordinary prayer life and his power, teaching, character, and 
courage. The model prayer that Jesus gives to them also provides us 
with some important principles for how we too should pray.  We call it 
“The Lord’s Prayer.” … May God bless us as we study it together 
throughout the summer months! 
In His Grace, Pastor John 
  
2. July 6 – “Hallowed Be Thy Name” 
3. July 20 - “Thy Kingdom Come” 
4. July 27 – “Thy Will Be Done” 
5. Aug. 3 –  “Give Us Today our Daily Bread” 
    Aug. 10 – Outdoor Service 
6. Aug. 17 – “Forgive Us Our Debts as we also Forgive Our Debtors” 
7. Aug. 24 – “Lead Us Not into Temptation, but Deliver Us From the Evil 
One” 
8. Aug. 31 – “For Yours is the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory 
Forever”  
CALENDAR:  
Greeters/Coffee Hosts: July 6: Greg & Tish A., Randy & Peggy B. 
Next Week, July 13: Wayne & Rhea D., John & Dena K. 

Worship Team July 6: Greg B., Beth B., Isaac D. 
Next Week, July 13: Henry VZ/Julie S., Adriana/Tessa S. 
 
Nursery: July 6: No nursery (Cascade Family Bible Camp) 
Next Week, July 13: Angela S., Ella VH 
 

 This Week, July 6: No Children in Worship 
(Cascade Family Bible Camp) 
Next Week, July 13: Tim VH, Macy VDP 
 
THIS WEEK:  
Sunday, July 6 
10:30am Worship Service 
6:00pm Warm Beach Casc. Fam. Bible Camp Svc. 
Tuesday, July 8, 7:00am: Men’s Bible Study at IHOP. 

 
 



UPCOMING EVENTS: 
  Sun., August 10: AM Outdoor Worship Service 
  Sat., August 16: Block Party 
  

ORGANIZATIONS WE SUPPORT: 
You're invited to Mid-America Reformed Seminary’s annual Center 
for Missions and Evangelism Conference on October 3-4, 2025! This 
year’s theme is Gossiping the Gospel: Everyday Evangelism, featuring 
pastors, church planters, and faculty from the Seminary. Come be 
encouraged and equipped, and register today at: midamerica.edu/
cme/conference 
 
CRC ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Kids Corner Devotions: God's Grand Story: Be a God Detective - Check 
out this week’s kids’ devotion, “God's Grand Story: Be a God 
Detective” at www.kidscorner.net. You are part of God’s amazing 
adventure, and God’s story is happening all around you! Discover how 
Jesus welcomed children with open arms, and today, challenge your 
family to become God Detectives, spotting God’s love and kindness in 
everyday life! Check out all the great content at kidscorner.net, like the 
Kids Corner Ebook Collection: Faith Practices. 
 
Thrive Faith Formation Tip - In Joshua 4, God instructs the Israelites to 
gather twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan River as a 
reminder of what God has done for them. As we move into the second 
half of the year, create your own remembrances from the first half of 
the year. What moments serve as reminders of God’s care, provision, 
and lovingkindness? Write them on a poster and hang them in your 
home as a sign of God’s faithfulness. Or gather rocks, paint them, write 
keywords on them, and display them along a walkway outside or in a 
common room in your home. Brought to you by Thrive: crcna.org/
Thrive 
 
World Renew Disaster Response Services (DRS) Volunteer 
Opportunities - When a community experiences a natural disaster, 
recovery is often complex and seems out of reach. You can change 
stories of disaster into stories of hope by volunteering with World 
Renew Disaster Response Services (DRS)! This fall, join a DRS 
reconstruction team in Sarasota, Florida, or Windsor, North Carolina, 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net%2Fintv2%2Fj%2F738BCAF6-97BB-4378-B382-E52B534956A4%2Fr%2F738BCAF6-97BB-4378-B382-E52B534956A4_c99aca93-4c2b-4871-8969-645ac16cc911%2Fl%2F62742CC2-7A98-42AC-B732-CD6
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net%2Fintv2%2Fj%2F738BCAF6-97BB-4378-B382-E52B534956A4%2Fr%2F738BCAF6-97BB-4378-B382-E52B534956A4_c99aca93-4c2b-4871-8969-645ac16cc911%2Fl%2F62742CC2-7A98-42AC-B732-CD6


to repair disaster-impacted homes for families in need. With 
construction supervision on site, generous volunteer reimbursements, 
and ministry opportunities, what are you waiting for? Team dates and 
contact information to sign up are available at worldrenew.net/
volunteer 
 
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
Summit Park Bible Church is hosting a Book Fair (where all the books 
and materials are screened through the filter of faith). There are 
hundreds of titles in many genres. The book fair will run from Weds., 
July 23 (5-8pm), Thurs. & Fri., July 24-25 (10am-2pm) and Sat., July 26 
(9am – 2pm) at Summit Park Bible Church, 12700 Thompson Road, 
Anacortes. For more details, please see the flyer across from Beth’s 
office. 
 

 
People to be remembered with 
prayers, cards, letters & words of 
encouragement.  Email the office at 
secretary@firstcrcmv.com or call the 
church office at (336-2405) by 9:00 am 
Thursday of each week with your 
prayer items.  
 

CONTINUING REQUESTS: 
Please pray for Ryanne VanderPol and her family as they mourn the 
loss of her sister Charlene VanderPol. Her brother, John, has also 
entered Hospice care and it is a very trying and difficult time for the 
family. 
 
Please continue to pray for Randy Burr and Amy Stiles as they recover 
from their health concerns. 
 
Continue to pray for those who have recently lost loved ones. 
  
SHUT INS: Nell Annema and Shirley Boonstra at Birchview Memory 
Care in Sedro-Woolley; Marjean DeGroot at Mountain Glen in Mount 
Vernon; Martha Haarsma at home in Mount Vernon, Clarence Vander 
Griend at Home Place in Burlington; Sally Reehorn at Creekside in 
Burlington. 

mailto:secretary@firstcrcmv.com%20


 
OTHER REQUESTS: (CRC Communications) 
Saturday June 28 - ReFrame: Prayer ministry 
Pray for Mary, who was displaced from her home in North Carolina 
after Hurricane Helene while also leaving behind a 25-year abusive 
marriage. At 61, she is starting over with nothing and staying with 
family and friends. Pray for relief from stress and anxiety and for God’s 
faithful provision as she rebuilds her life and aims to share the gospel 
wherever she goes. 
 
Sunday June 29 - World Renew: Refugees and displaced people 
Over 100 million people have been forcibly displaced worldwide due to 
persecution, conflict, violence, or human rights violations. World 
Renew serves and advocates for these vulnerable populations through 
disaster response and refugee resettlement work. On this World 
Refugee Day and beyond, ask God to feed, shelter, and protect these 
people as they seek a better future. 
 
Monday June 30 - Resonate: Alberta 
Pray for mission work in Nordegg, a hamlet in Alberta. Three CRC 
pastors, including Resonate local mission leader Rick Abma, have taken 
note of the growing mission field and are working with local leaders to 
initiate services and plan outreach. Pray for the building of 
relationships and trust and that people may experience the love of 
Christ in these efforts. 
 
Tuesday July 1 - Communications: Canada Day 
We thank God for his faithfulness to Canada, and we pray for his 
guidance of the church in Canada as we share the gospel, work toward 
reconciliation, seek justice, and find fellowship as believers. 
 
Wednesday July 2 - Thrive: Seafarers 
Our Seafarer chaplain connects with the crews of merchant ships and 
cruise vessels. Often the crew members are from distressed areas of 
the world, live in cramped quarters, and work long hours. A kind word, 
listening ear, or help with finding medical care can create an 
opportunity to discuss God’s love and grace. Pray that these 
connections may help seafarers grow in knowing and trusting the Lord. 
 
 



Thursday July 3 - Resonate Global Mission: Ontario 
Give thanks for Momentum Campus Ministries, a Resonate partner 
serving university students in Ontario. A student from Geneva House 
campus ministry at Queen’s University said: “Geneva is where I feel at 
home: seen, known, and supported. This ministry helped me to step 
out in service this year by equipping me to bring newcomers into our 
community.” 
 

Friday July 4 - Communications: Independence Day (U.S.) 
We thank God for his faithfulness to the United States, and we ask for 
his guidance to churches and believers across the country. We pray 
that the Holy Spirit will continue to grow fruit through all who proclaim 
the name of Christ. 


