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Welcome to First Christian Reformed Church!
Pastor John Knoester
May 18, 2025 ¢ Morning Service —10:30 AM

* Please stand in body or in spirit

“Oh, the deep, deep love of Jesus,”
Prelude
Welcome

* Sung Call to Worship: “Come Thou Fount” (Sovereign Grace) v. 1-4
1. Come, Thou Fount of every blessing
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace
Streams of mercy never ceasing
Call for songs of loudest praise
Teach me some melodious sonnet
Sung by flaming tongues above
Praise the name! I’'m fixed upon it
Name of Thy redeeming love.

2. Hitherto Thy love has blessed me
Thou hast brought me to this place
And | know Thy hand will bring me
Safely home by Thy good grace
Jesus sought me when a stranger
Wandering from the fold of God
He, to rescue me from danger
Interposed His precious blood

3. Ohto grace how great a debtor
Daily I’'m constrained to be
Let Thy goodness, like a fetter
Bind my wandering heart to Thee
Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it
Prone to leave the God | love
Here’s my heart, oh take and seal it
Seal it for Thy courts above.



4. Oh that day when freed from sinning
| shall see Thy lovely face
Full arrayed in blood-washed linen
How I'll sing Thy sovereign grace
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry
Bring Thy promises to pass
For | know Thy pow’r will keep me
Till ’'m home with Thee at last.

Come, my Lord, no longer tarry
Bring Thy promises to pass
For | know Thy pow’r will keep me

Till 'm home with Thee at last.

Words by Robert Robinson (1758). V. 4 alt. words by Bob Kauflin. Music by
Asahel Nettleton (1825). Public Domain (adm. by Integrity Music).
Sovereign Grace Music, a division of Sovereign Grace Churches. All rights
reserved.

* Opening Prayer

* Call to Worship: (Based on Psalm 89)

Leader: | will sing of your steadfast love, O LORD, forever;
with my mouth | will proclaim your faithfulness
to all generations.

People: | declare that your steadfast love
is established forever;
your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.

Leader: You said, “l have made a covenant
with my chosen one,
| have sworn to my servant David: ‘Il will establish
your descendants forever,
and build your throne for all generations.””
People: Praise the Lord!
—from Psalm 89:1-4, NRSV

* Hymn of Praise: LUYH #2 v. 1-5 “O Worship the King”
1. O worship the King all glorious above,
O gratefully sing his power and his love:
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days,
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise.



2. O tell of his might and sing of his grace,
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space.
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm.

3. Your bountiful care, what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;
it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain.

4. Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,
in you do we trust, nor find you to fail.
Your mercies, how tender, how firm to the end,
our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend!

5. O measureless Might, unchangeable Love,
whom angels delight to worship above!
Your ransomed creation, with glory ablaze,

in true adoration shall sing to your praise!
PSALM 104; Words: Robert Grant, 1833, alt, P.D.; Music: W. Gardiner’s Sacred
Melodies, 1815; attr. Johann Michael Haydn, P.D.; CCLI# 678905

* God’s Greeting

* We Greet Each Other
“Vast, wmmeasured, boundless, freel”

Announcements

Invitation to Transformed Living:
Call to Confession:
God’s Word assures us:
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just
will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
In humility and faith let us confess our sin to God.
—based on 1 John 1:8-9, NRSV

Prayer of Confession



Words of Assurance

The LORD is merciful and gracious,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

He will not always accuse,

nor will he keep his anger forever.

He does not deal with us according to our sins,

nor repay us according to our iniquities.

For as the heavens are high above the earth,

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;

as far as the east is from the west,

so far he removes our transgressions from us.

As a father has compassion for his children,

so the LORD has compassion for those who fear him.
—Psalm 103:8-13, NRSV

Song of Assurance: “He Will Keep You” (Psalm 121)
— Sovereign Grace v. 1-2
1. [1lift my eyes and see
| need not be afraid
All my help comes from the Lord
Who the earth and sky has made

Chorus:
He will keep you from all evils
Behind you and before
He will sustain you through this journey
From now and evermore

2. The Lord will never sleep
My steps He has ordained
For the One Who holds he night
Is the Sovereign of my days.

Chorus: (3X)
He will keep you from all evils
Behind you and before
He will sustain you through this journey

From now and evermore
SongSelect CCLI Song #717190364, Bob Kauflin/David Zimmer, ©2021 Sovereign Grace
Praise. For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved.
www.ccli.com #678905



God’s Will for our Lives: The Ten Commandments
God spoke all these words:
“l am the LORD your God.
You shall have no other gods before me.
You shall not make for yourself an idol,
whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above,
or that is on the earth beneath,
or that is in the water under the earth.
You shall not bow down to them or worship them.
You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your
God. Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house;
you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife,
or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”
—from Exodus 20:1-17, NRSV

Offering: General Fund

Offertory
(Following the offertory children ages 3-3" grade are invited
to make their way to Children in Worship in the Fellowship Hall)

* Song of Preparation: LUYH #262 v. 1-3 “/ Love to Tell the Story”
1. Ilove to tell the story of unseen things above,
of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love.
| love to tell the story because | know ’tis true;
it satisfies my longings as nothing else can do.

Refrain
I love to tell the story; ‘twill be my theme in glory
to tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love.

2. llove to tell the story; 'tis pleasant to repeat
what seems, each time | tell it, more wonderfully sweet.
| love to tell the story, for some have never heard
the message of salvation from God’s own holy Word.



Refrain

3. llove to tell the story, for those who know it best
seem hungering and thirsting to hear it, like the rest.
And when, in scenes of glory, | sing the new, new song,
“twill be the old, old story that | have loved so long.

Refrain

Words: A. Catherine Hankey, 1866, P.D.; Music: William G. Fisher, 1869, P.D.;

“Rolling as a mighty ocean”

Scripture Reading: Luke 15:11-32

Prayer of lllumination

Message: “The Parable of the Prodigal Son — Returning Home”

Time of Prayer

“Tw i+s fullwess over me!”

* Hymn of Application: LUYH #328 v. 1-3 “Lead On, O King Eternal”

1.

Lead on, O King eternal,

the day of march has come;
henceforth in fields of conquest
your tents will be our home.
Through days of preparation
your grace has made us strong;
and now, O King eternal,

we lift our battle song.

Lead on, O King eternal,

till sin’s fierce war shall cease,
and holiness shall whisper

the sweet amen of peace.

For not with swords’ loud clashing
or roll of stirring drums—

with deeds of love and mercy

the heavenly kingdom comes.



3. Lead on, O King eternal;
we follow, not with fears,
for gladness breaks like morning
where’er your face appears.
Your cross is lifted o’er us,
we journey in its light;
the crown awaits the conquest;

lead on, O God of might.
Words: Ernest W. Shurtleff, 1888, alt., P.D.; Music: Henry T. Smart, 1836, P.D.
CCLI #678905

* We Proclaim our Faith: Apostles Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
—Apostles’ Creed

* God’s Blessing



* Parting Praise: “All Glory Be to Christ” v. 1-3

1. Should nothing of our efforts stand,
no legacy survive;
unless the Lord does raise the house,
in vain its builders strive.
To you who boast tomorrow’s gain,
tell me what is your life?
A mist that vanishes at dawn;
all glory be to Christ.

Chorus
All glory be to Christ our king!
All glory be to Christ!
His rule and reign we’ll ever sing,
all glory be to Christ!

2. His will be done, His kingdom come,
on earth as is above,
who is Himself our daily bread;
praise Him, the Lord of love.
Let living water satisfy
the thirsty without price;
we’ll take a cup of kindness yet;
all glory be to Christ.

Chorus

3. When on the day the great | Am,
the faithful and the true,
the Lamb who was for sinners slain,
is making all things new.
Behold our God shall live with us
and be our steadfast light.
And we shall e're his people be;
all glory be to Christ.

Chorus: Sing acapella 2nd time thru

Words and Arrangement by Dustin Kensrue; Music: Traditional Scottish Folk Tune
© 2012 We Are Younger We Are Faster Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.); CCLI
#678905

Postlude



Welcome to our services of worship and praise! We pray that all will
find strength, security, and fellowship with God and with one another.
After the morning service, all are invited to the fellowship hall next to
the sanctuary for a cup of coffee or juice and continued fellowship.

Tech Team Today: Next Week:
May 18 May 25
Sound: Tim H. Mardy S.
Projection: Beth B. Maddie D.
Video: Emma S. Tim H.
Offering: General Fund General Fund

First CRC Bulletiv

Avvouncements
May 18, 2025

The deadline for announcements this next week is Thursday, 9:00 A.M.

This Week's Deep Q's with P8 & J;

How are you and your church connecting with people from another
country and/or another culture? Where have you found common
ground in these relationships?

OUR CHURCH FAMILY:

There are still slots open for volunteers to drive Shirley Boonstra to and
from church in June, July and August. Check out the sign-up sheet
today!

Worship Service YouTube Links:
AM, May 11 Service:
https://youtu.be/7RostkFO-kU

Join Skagit Valley Pregnancy Care Center (formerly C.A.R.E.) for our
Baby Bottle Campaign, running from now to Father's Day! Skagit
Valley Pregnancy Care Center is a ministry that serves women and in
the Skagit Valley. Their medical clinic provides free pregnancy testing,



ultrasounds, and STI testing. Through the Thriving Hearts Program, they
personally and directly partner with underprivileged women through
one-on-one mentoring relationships with mature women of God.
Thriving Heart also provides resources to these women, such as baby
clothes, maternity clothes, formula, and home goods. By participating in
this Baby Bottle fundraiser, you can support the work of Thriving Heart
in directly providing for the needs of these women and their children.
We invite you to be a part of this invaluable ministry! Simply pick up a
bottle in the foyer, fill it with change, bills, or checks, and return it to
the church by Father's Day. Thank you for supporting our community's
moms, dads, babies, and children! Grab your baby bottle today and next
Sunday after the service and fill ‘er up!

Congregational Meeting: Save the date! Monday, May 19 at 7pm is
the date for our annual Congregational Meeting. Our annual church
budget will be presented for approval and informational reports from
various church committees will be presented. We will also vote on
whether to extend a call to Pastor Nick Rosas. The Council presents the
following three nominees for the office of elder (2 open spots): Greg
Ackermann, Greg Boon, and Jon Vander Kooy. The Council presents the
following three nominees for the office of deacon (3 open spots, 1 spot
is a two-year term): Spencer Donaldson, Mardy Stevens, and Jack Van
Klaveren. If you have any questions about any items on the agenda,
please don't hesitate to contact your district Elder prior to the
Congregational Meeting. Absentee ballots can be placed in Beth's
mailbox by her office door.

Sermon Series: The Parable of the Prodigal Son is arguably one of
Jesus’” most famous parables. Through the years many people have
testified how this parable either initially brought them to faith, saved
their faith, saved their marriage, or even saved their life. It's a parable
not just about one lost son, but two. More importantly it's a parable
about a loving Father who is not only reconciling His children to himself,
but the whole world. May God bless us as we spend four weeks
meditating on this incredible parable together!

In His Grace, Pastor John

1. May 18 — “The Parable of the Prodigal Son — Returning Home”
2. June 1 - “The Parable of the Prodigal Son — The Lost Younger Son”



3. June 8 — “The Parable of the Prodigal Son — The Lost Older Brother”
4. June 15 — “The Parable of the Prodigal Son — The Prodigal Father”

CALENDAR:
Greeters/Coffee Hosts: May 18: Jeremy & Shanna V.
Next Week, May 25: Brooke K., Sarah Z.

Worship Team: May 18: Men’s Group
Next Week, May 25: Greg & Beth B., Isaac D.

Nursery: May 18: Glenda K & Ella VH
Next Week, May 25: Mandi & Maddie D.

Children in Worship May 18: Tim VH, France B.
Next Week, May 25: Heather VH, Tessa S.

Volunteers to drive Shirley B:
This Week: May 18: Katie J.
Next week, May 25: Elly C.

THIS WEEK:

Sunday, May 18:

Sunday School 9:30 am

Worship Service: 10:30 am

Monday, 7:00pm: Congregational Meeting

UPCOMING EVENTS:
June 1: Church Potluck

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM ORGANIZATIONS WE SUPPORT:
Cascade Family Bible Camp - July 3-7 at Warm Beach Camp,
Stanwood, WA: Enjoy a faith-filled getaway with fellowship, worship,
and fun activities for all ages! Hear inspiring speakers, engage in
dynamic kids' programs, and take part in swimming, mini golf, sports,
rock climbing, zipline, laser tag and more.

https://cascadefamilybiblecamp.orq/reqistration-info Register
online: https://cascadefamilybiblecamp.org/registration-info
For questions, contact rona718 @hotmail.com or dean@lithocraft.com.



https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcascadefamilybiblecamp.org%2Fregistration-info&data=05%7C02%7Csecretary%40firstcrcmv.com%7Ce720c35e56bf43dfff7408dd61899e88%7Ca1434b7807a4459d8013a569e2488c52%7C0%7C0%7C638773966753411223%7CUnk
https://cascadefamilybiblecamp.org/registration-info
mailto:rona718@hotmail.com
mailto:dean@lithocraft.com

CRC COMMUNICATIONS:

Kids Corner Devotions: Remembering Scripture- Check out this
week’s kids’ devotion, “Remembering Scripture” at
www.kidscorner.net. When we memorize Bible verses, God's words
stay in our hearts and help us when we need them. Just like practicing
something over and over makes it easier to remember, reading and
saying Bible verses out loud helps us keep God's truth with us every
day! Check out all the great content at kidscorner.net, like KC’s
Coloring Packet Collection.

Doing More for Ministry (3)- “l wish | could do more!” That's a
common sentiment we hear from supporters of CRC Ministries who
are passionate about the work of ministries like Thrive, Reframe, and
Resonate. One way you can do more for ministry is through a
charitable annuity. Make a gift that pays you income for life. When you
no longer need the income, the balance of your gift will go toward
ministry! Learn more at crcna.org/heritagefund or call Josh Remer,
CRCNA Planned Giving Advisor, at 616-223-5885.

Thrive Faith Formation Tip - Stories are powerful; there’s often no
better way to convey deep truth, deep pain, and deep love than
through a meaningful story. Sharing faith stories helps us grow in
Christ as we remember that our individual stories are situated within
God's greater story. This week, explore ways to share faith stories with
your community. Ask a friend to share their faith story, share your own
faith story with a friend, or share stories as a group during a mealtime.
Brought to you by Thrive: crcna.org/Thrive

World Renew Nicaragua Young Adults Trip - Young adults (18-30),
join us in Nicaragua this August 9-17, 2025! Experience God in another
culture while developing a perspective on poverty, missions and
community development. Scholarship available via application!
Contact Andrew Rienstra at arienstra@worldrenew.net or visit https://
bit.ly/nicaragua2025info to learn more and register.



People to be remembered with
prayers, cards, letters & words of

encouragement. Email the office at
secretary@firstcrcmv.com or call the

church office at (336-2405) by 9:00 am

fOI VOu? Thursday of each week with your

prayer items.

NEW CONCERNS:

The memorial service for John Velasquez is scheduled to take place at
the Yakima Foursquare Church in Yakima, WA on Thursday, May 29th.
Locally, there will be a "Time of Remembrance" gathering at the
Heather Village Clubhouse between 10 AM - Noon on Tuesday, June
3. On that date we will both remember and celebrate John's earthly
life as well as his homegoing. Hope to see you there!

CONTINUING REQUESTS:

Elaine Hammingh had an additional heart procedure this week at
Providence Hospital in Everett. The procedure went well and she hopes
to be home by the weekend. Please pray for full healing and renewed
strength in the days to come.

Continue to pray for the Klunders, the Velasquez family and the Scalf
family, including those in our congregation who have suffered the
recent loss of their loved ones.

SHUT INS: Nell Annema and Shirley Boonstra at Birchview Memory
Care in Sedro-Woolley; Marjean DeGroot at Mountain Glen in Mount
Vernon; Martha Haarsma at home in Mount Vernon, Clarence Vander
Griend at Home Place in Burlington; Sally Reehorn at Creekside in
Burlington.

OTHER REQUESTS: (CRC Communications)

Saturday May 10 - ReFrame: Japan

Pray for Seiko, who listens to our Japanese radio programs and recently
came to faith in Christ. She shared, "l want to continue listening to your
program and grow steadily in my faith." Pray that Seiko may be rooted
in God's truth and guided by the Holy Spirit to deepen her relationship
with Christ.



mailto:secretary@firstcrcmv.com%20

Sunday May 11 - World Renew: Mother's Day

We praise God for the blessings of the loving and caring moms and
mother figures in our lives. As we celebrate Mother’s Day, please join
us in praying for health, safety, and provision for mothers around the
world who are experiencing poverty, working tirelessly to care for their
families, and striving to improve their families’ livelihoods.

Monday May 12 - Resonate: lowa

“Pray that our upcoming events may be an encouragement to campus
ministries, local churches, and the wider campus and city,” ask Brett
and Leigh Ann Erikson, Resonate partner campus ministers at Geneva
Campus Ministry, which serves the University of lowa and the
surrounding community.

Tuesday May 13 - Thrive: Staff

Please pray for guidance and wisdom for Thrive staff as they journey
alongside congregations. May they provide meaningful support to
church leaders and volunteers as they seek to cultivate deeper spiritual
growth and vibrant faith communities.

Wednesday May 14 - EIRC: Shared challenges

The Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations Committee, on behalf of the
CRCNA, is in constant communication with other churches around the
world. Most of these churches struggle with the same challenges our
denomination is facing. Please pray for wisdom and guidance on how
best to encourage and support one another as we seek to follow God's
will and way.

Thursday May 15 - ReFrame: Prayer ministry

Pray for Stefane, who is navigating a challenging season in his faith. He
and his wife recently left their jobs and are trusting Jesus to provide for
and protect their family. Pray for strength, steadfast faith, and God's
care and protection over their young daughter during this uncertain
time.

Friday May 16 - Resonate: Cambodia

Resonate missionaries Ly Chhay and Navy Chann-Chhay ask you to pray
for new believers in Cambodia. Ask God to continue to strengthen their
faith, and may the Holy Spirit work in and through these believers so
that their families, friends, neighbors, and coworkers may experience
the love of Christ too.



