
Welcome to First Christian Reformed Church! 
May 11, 2025 – Mother’s Day 

Pastor John Knoester 
Morning Service – 10:30 AM 

 
* Please stand in body or in spirit 
      

“Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;” 
 

 Prelude   
 

 Opening Video: Mothers of the Bible 
 

 Welcome  
 

* Opening Hymn of Praise: LUYH #1 v. 1-4 
 “All People That On Earth Do Dwell”   

1. All people that on earth do dwell, 
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice. 
Serve him with joy, his praises tell, 
Come now before him and rejoice! 
 

2. Know that the Lord is God indeed; 
 he formed us all without our aid. 
 We are the flock he comes to feed, 
 the sheep who by his hand were made. 
 

3. O enter then his gates with joy, 
within his courts his praise proclaim. 

 Let thankful songs your tongues employ, 
 O bless and magnify his name. 
 

4. Because the Lord our God is good, 
 his mercy is forever sure. 

His faithfulness at all times stood 
and shall from age to age endure. 
Words: William Kethe, 1561 at., P.D.; Music: Louis Bourgeois, 1551, P.D.;  CCLI# 
678905  

 
* Mother’s Day Prayer   
 



* Hymn of Thanksgiving: LUYH #348 v. 1-3  
 “Great is Thy Faithfulness”  

1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
 there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
 thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
 as thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 
 

Refrain 
 Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
 Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
 all I have needed thy hand hath provided. 
 Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

2. Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
 sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
 join with all nature in manifold witness 
 to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 
 

Refrain 
 

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
 thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 
 strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow— 
 blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
 

Refrain 
 LAMENTATIONS 3:22-23: Words: Thomas O Chisholm, 1923, © 1923, ren. 1951  
 Hope Publishing Company; Music: William M. Runyan, 1923 , © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope 
 Publishing Company, CCLI #678905 
        

* God’s Greeting/We Greet Each Other  
 

“There is no shadow of turning with thee;” 
 

 Welcome/Announcements  
 

 Call to Confession: Psalm 139:1-12  
  Reader 1: v. 1-3: 1 O LORD, you have searched me  
  and you know me. 2 You know when I sit and when I rise;  
  you perceive my thoughts from afar. 
  3 You discern my going out and my lying down;  
  you are familiar with all my ways. 
  



  Reader 2: v. 4-6:  4 Before a word is on my tongue  
  you know it completely, O LORD. 5 You hem me in-behind  
  and before; you have laid your hand upon me. 
  6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,  
  too lofty for me to attain. 
 

  Reader 3: v. 7-10: 7 Where can I go from your Spirit?  
  Where can I flee from your presence? 
  8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there;  
  if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 
  9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn,  
  if I settle on the far side of the sea, 
  10 even there your hand will guide me,  
  your right hand will hold me fast. 
 

  Reader 4: v. 11-12: 11 If I say, "Surely the darkness  
  will hide me and the light become night around me," 
  12 even the darkness will not be dark to you;  
  the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to you. 
 
Prayer of Confession 

 

Words of Assurance: Psalm 139: 13-17  
  Reader 1: v. 13-15: 13 For you created my inmost being;  
  you knit me together in my mother's womb. 
  14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
  your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 
  15 My frame was not hidden from you when I was made  
  in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths 
  of the earth, 
 

  Reader 2: v. 16-17: 16 your eyes saw my unformed body.  
  All the days ordained for me were written in your book 
  before one of them came to be. 
  17 How precious to me are your thoughts, O God!  
  How vast is the sum of them! 
 

  Reader 3 v. 23-24: 23 Search me, O God,  
  and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 
  24 See if there is any offensive way in me,  
  and lead me in the way everlasting. 
 
 



* Hymn of Thanksgiving: LUYH #691 v. 1-5 “Amazing Grace”   
1. Amazing grace—how sweet the sound— 
 that saved a wretch like me! 
 I once was lost, but now am found, 
 was blind, but now I see. 
 

2. ’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
 and grace my fears relieved; 
 how precious did that grace appear 
 the hour I first believed! 
 

3. The Lord has promised good to me, 
 his word my hope secures; 
 he will my shield and portion be 
 as long as life endures. 
 

4. Through many dangers, toils, and snares 
 I have already come; 
 ’tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
 and grace will lead me home. 
 

5. When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
 bright shining as the sun, 
 we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
 than when we’d first begun. 
 Words: st. 1-4 John Newton, 1779, st. 5 A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, P.D 
 Music: Virginia Harmony, 1831; adapt. and harm. Edwin O. Excell, 1900, P.D.; 

CCLI# 678905 
      
 Offering: General Fund 
 
 Offertory Video:  Christus Victor (Amen) – Keith & Kristyn Getty  
 

 (Following the offertory video children ages 3-3rd grade  
are invited to go to Children’s Worship) 

 
* Song of Preparation: LUYH #899 v. 1-3  “Seek Ye First”  

1. Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
 and his righteousness, 
 and all these things shall be added unto you. 
 Allelu, alleluia. 
  

 



2. Ask and it shall be given unto you; 
 seek and you shall find; 
 knock and the door shall be opened unto you. 
 Allelu, alleluia. 
  

Sing acapella 
3. We do not live by bread alone, 
 but by every word 
 that proceeds from the mouth of God. 
 Allelu, alleluia. 
 Words and Music: Matthew 6:33, 7:7, 4:4; para. Karen Lafferty, 1972,  

© 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin  Music  Services; CCLI #678905 
 

“Thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not;” 
 

 Scripture Reading: Proverbs 1:1-9, 31:10-31  
 

 Prayer of Illumination  
 

 Message: “Pursuing Godly Wisdom” 
 

 Time of Prayer 
 

* Hymn of Application: LUYH #859 v. 1-4 “Be Thou My Vision”  
1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
 naught be all else to me, save that thou art- 
 thou my best thought, by day or by night,  
 waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.  
 

2. Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
 I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.  
 Thou my great Father; thine own may I be, 
 thou in me dwelling and I one with thee. 
 

3. Riches I heed not, nor vain empty praise; 
 thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
 thou and thou only first in my heart,  
 high king of heaven, my treasure thou art.  
 

4. High King of heaven, my victory won,  
 may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s sun!  
 Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
 still be my vision, O Ruler of all.  
 Words: Irish hymn, 8th c; tr. Mary E. Byrne; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, Music: Irish 

melody; arr. Jack Schrader; © 1989 Hope Publishing Company.  CCLI#678905 



“As thou has been thou forever wilt be.” 
 

* We Confess our Faith: Apostles Creed  
  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

     creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit  
     and born of the virgin Mary.  
     He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
     was crucified, died, and was buried;  
     he descended to hell.  
     The third day he rose again from the dead.  
     He ascended to heaven  
     and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
     From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
     the holy catholic church,  
     the communion of saints,  
     the forgiveness of sins,  
     the resurrection of the body,  
     and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

* God’s Blessing  
 
* Parting Praise: LUYH #965  
 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Words: Thomas Ken, 1709, P.D.; Music: Louis Bourgeois, 1551, P.D. CCLI #678905 

 

* Postlude 
 
Welcome to a time of praise and worship of the Lord our God.  Let us 
fill His house with songs of praise and feast upon His word. We 
especially welcome every visitor today.  We are very glad you came.  
May the peace and joy of the Lord be yours.  After the morning service 
all are invited to the fellowship hall next to the sanctuary for a cup of 
coffee or juice and continued fellowship. 



First CRC  

Bulletin Announcements 
May 11, 2025 

The deadline for announcements this next week is Thursday, 9:00 A.M. 
 

 

What is important for you in a Christian community? 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY: 
 

There are still MANY slots open for volunteers to drive Shirley 
Boonstra to and from church June, July and August. Check out the sign
-up sheet today!  
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING PACKETS 
are out in the fellowship hall, ready for the taking. Please grab yours 
either this morning or next Sunday morning so we don’t need to mail 
them to you. Thank you!! It has come to my attention that I neglected 
to put TWO copies of the absentee ballots in the envelopes, so those 
are also available near the packets. 
 

If you have forgotten to bring money to the office for the Bibles and 
Easter lilies from last week, do not hesitate to do so. Thank you! 
 

Worship Service YouTube Links:  
AM, May 4 Service: https://youtu.be/Oj_MFBUCR9o 
 

Tech Team Today: 

May 11 

Next Week: 

May 18 

Sound: Henry VZ Tim H. 

Projection: France B. Beth B. 

Video: Isaac D. France B. 

Offering: General Fund General Fund 



Join C.A.R.E. Medical Center (formerly Pregnancy Choices) for our 
Baby Bottle Campaign, running from now  to Father's Day! 
      C.A.R.E. Medical is a ministry that serves women and in the Skagit 
Valley. Their medical clinic provides free pregnancy testing,  
ultrasounds, and STI testing. Through the Thriving Hearts Program, 
they personally and directly partner with underprivileged women 
through one-on-one mentoring relationships with mature women of 
God. Thriving Heart also provides resources to these women, such as 
baby clothes, maternity clothes, formula, and home goods. By 
participating in this Baby Bottle fundraiser, you can support the work 
of Thriving Heart in directly providing for the needs of these women 
and their children. We invite you to be a part of this invaluable 
ministry! Simply pick up a bottle in the foyer, fill it with change, bills, or 
checks, and return it to the church by Father's Day. Thank you for 
supporting our community's moms, dads, babies, and children! Grab 
your baby bottle today and next Sunday after the service and fill ‘er up! 
 Ministry Associate Update/Dates: A detailed update on the ministry 
associate position was placed in your church mailbox on Sunday, April 
27. Pastor Nick Rosas will be preaching for us on Sunday, May 4 to be 
followed by a public interview on Monday, May 5 at 6:45 PM.  A town 
hall meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 12 at 6:45 PM to 
specifically converse/address the increased financial commitments a 
potential call would entail and to openly discuss any other questions/
concerns congregational members might have. Ideally, we would like 
to converse/address any major concerns as much as possible before 
our Monday, May 19 (7 PM) congregational meeting and vote. 
 

Congregational Meeting: Save the date! Monday, May 19 at 7pm is 
the date for our annual Congregational Meeting. Our annual church 
budget will be presented for approval and informational reports from 
various church committees will be presented. We will also vote on 
whether to extend a call to Pastor Nick Rosas. Meeting packets are 
available to pick up in person in the fellowship hall following our 
morning service on both May 4 and 11. All packets not picked up by 
the 11th will be sent out in the mail on Monday, May 12. The Council 
presents the following three nominees for the office of elder (2 open 
spots): Greg Ackermann, Greg Boon, and Jon Vander Kooy. The Council 
presents the following three nominees for the office of deacon (3 open 
spots, 1 spot is a two year term): Spencer Donaldson, Mardy Stevens, 
and Jack Van Klaveren. If you have any questions about any items on 



the agenda, please don't hesitate to contact your district Elder prior to 
the Congregational Meeting. Absentee ballots can be placed in Beth's 
mailbox by her office door.    
 

Sermon Series:  The Parable of the Prodigal Son is arguably one of Jesus’ 
most famous parables. Through the years many people have testified 
how this parable either initially brought them to faith, saved their faith, 
saved their marriage, or even saved their life. It’s a parable not just 
about one lost son, but two. More importantly it’s a parable about a 
loving Father who is not only reconciling His children to himself, but the 
whole world. May God bless us as we spend four weeks meditating on 
this incredible parable together!  
In His Grace, Pastor John 
 

1. May 18 – “The Parable of the Prodigal Son – Returning Home” 
2. June 1 – “The Parable of the Prodigal Son – The Lost Younger Son” 
3. June 8 – “The Parable of the Prodigal Son – The Lost Older Brother” 
4. June 15 – “The Parable of the Prodigal Son – The Prodigal Father”   
 

CALENDAR:  
Greeters/Coffee Hosts: May 11: Greg & Beth B., Brandon & Julie S. 
Next Week, May 18: Jeremy & Shanna V.  

Worship Team: May 11: Kevin & Glenda K., Kayla/Ella VH 
Next Week, May 18: Men’s Group 
 

Nursery: May 11: Catherine VDK & Noah VDK 
Next Week, May 18: Glenda K & Ella VH 
 

 May 11: Jenny VV, Adriana S. 
Next Week, May 18: Tim VH, France B. 
 

Volunteers to drive Shirley B: 
This Week: May 11: Greg A. 
Next week, May 18: Katie J. 
 

THIS WEEK:  
Sunday, May 11: 
 Sunday School 9:30 am 
       Worship Service: 10:30 am 
 Women’s Bible Study 6:30 pm 



 Monday, May 12, 6:45 pm: Town Hall Mtg. with   
 Pastor Nick Rosas 
       May 17, 1:00 p.m.: Memorial Service  
  for Pat Fikkert 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 May 12, 6:45 pm: Town Hall Meeting 

 May 19, 7:00 p.m.: Congregational Meeting 
 June 1: Church Potluck 
  

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM ORGANIZATIONS WE SUPPORT: 
 Cascade Family Bible Camp – July 3-7 at Warm Beach Camp, Stanwood, 
WA: Enjoy a faith-filled getaway with fellowship, worship, and fun 
activities for all ages! Hear inspiring speakers, engage in dynamic kids' 
programs, and take part in swimming, mini golf, sports, rock climbing, 
zipline, laser tag and more. 
https://cascadefamilybiblecamp.org/registration-info Register online: 
https://cascadefamilybiblecamp.org/registration-info 
For questions, contact rona718@hotmail.com or dean@lithocraft.com. 
 

CRC COMMUNICATIONS: 
40 Days of Prayer for Synod 2025 - It's not too late! Pray-ers from around 
the denomination and the world began praying for Synod 2025 on May 
4, but new pray-ers are always welcome. With prayers contributed by a 
wide variety of CRC writers, join us as we seek God's guidance and 
presence for this year's synod. Learn more and sign up for either daily 
Scripture and prayers OR a week’s worth of Scripture and prayers that 
will be emailed to you. crcna.org/synod/prayer 
 

Kids Corner: Rest and Recharge - Check out this week’s kids’ devotion, 
“Rest and Recharge: Following Jesus’ Example in a Digital World” at 
www.kidscorner.net. Jesus took time to rest, pray, and spend time with 
his friends, and we should too! Taking breaks from technology helps us 
feel refreshed, connect with God, and enjoy time with the people we 
love. Check out all the great content at kidscorner.net, like KC’s Coloring 
Packet Collection. 
 
 
 
 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcascadefamilybiblecamp.org%2Fregistration-info&data=05%7C02%7Csecretary%40firstcrcmv.com%7Ce720c35e56bf43dfff7408dd61899e88%7Ca1434b7807a4459d8013a569e2488c52%7C0%7C0%7C638773966753411223%7CUnk
https://cascadefamilybiblecamp.org/registration-info
mailto:rona718@hotmail.com
mailto:dean@lithocraft.com


Groundwork: Adopt the Mindset of Christ - As Christians, many of us 
long to make the world a better place. Join our Groundwork 
conversation as we study Philippians 2:1-11, Matthew 22:15-45, 1 Peter 
2:21-23, and Matthew 20:24-28 to study the servant mindset Jesus 
modeled. Together we’ll glean biblical wisdom for discerning the 
relationship between faith and power and we’ll discuss the importance 
of developing Christlikeness. Listen now at GroundworkOnline.com and 
subscribe to Groundwork's weekly emails for future episodes. 
 
Thrive Faith Formation Tip - Mother’s Day - While Mother’s Day is not 
part of the church calendar, it provides a great opportunity to give 
thanks to God for the people in our lives—whether they be mothers, 
siblings, aunts, grandmothers, or friends—who nurture, support, love, 
and encourage us to be all that God created us to be. Consider who has 
functioned in this way in your life, and take time this week to thank 
them. Brought to you by Thrive: crcna.org/Thrive 
 

People to be remembered with 
prayers, cards, letters & words of 
encouragement.  Email the office 
at secretary@firstcrcmv.com or call 
the church office at (336-2405) by 
9:00 am Thursday of each week 
with your prayer items.  
 

 
NEW CONCERNS: 
Please pray for John and Judy Velasquez, as John has entered into 
hospice care. Pray that God will attend them with His boundless 
mercies during this time. 
 

The Memorial Service for Pat Fikkert will be at our church on May 17 
at 1:00pm. The funeral reception will be at MVC. Please pray for Jim 
and the Fikkert family during this time of loss. 
 

CONTINUING REQUESTS: 
The Stiles family thanks you for your continued prayers for Amy’s heart. 
The medication seems to be doing its job and she is scheduled for an 
ablation on June 10th. The doctors are hopeful that this “remodeling” 
will help the heart to heal and therefore improve its function.  
 

mailto:secretary@firstcrcmv.com%20


Elaine Hammingh had some additional stents placed and all went well. 
Please pray for a swift recovery from the procedure and renewed 
strength in the weeks to come! 
 

Eleanor Klunder has been diagnosed with advanced liver cancer. Please 
pray for Eleanor, Clarence, Todd and Jill as she goes through more tests. 
As they navigate this difficult time, may God give the comfort and 
peace that only He can give! 
 

Continue to pray for the those in our congregation who have suffered 
the recent loss of their loved ones. 
  

SHUT INS: Nell Annema and Shirley Boonstra at Birchview Memory 
Care in Sedro-Woolley; Marjean DeGroot at Mountain Glen in Mount 
Vernon; Martha Haarsma at home in Mount Vernon, Clarence Vander 
Griend at Home Place in Burlington; Sally Reehorn at Creekside in 
Burlington. 
 
OTHER REQUESTS: (CRC Communications) 
Monday May 5 - Resonate: Uganda 
Give thanks for God’s work through Sylvia, a pastor in Uganda who 
participated in our Timothy Leadership Training (TLT), which equips 
pastors to live out and share the gospel in their communities. Through 
TLT, Sylvia felt called to care for three girls whose parents have died. 
Praise God that these girls are experiencing the love of Christ. 
 

Tuesday May 6 - Thrive: Classis meetings 
Please pray for ongoing classis meetings this month, that they may be 
productive and marked by the fruit of the Spirit. 
 

Wednesday May 7 - Calvin Theological Seminary: Graduates 
Over 60 students will be graduating this month. Rejoice with our 
graduates and their families and the churches and others who have 
supported them. Pray for these graduates as they transition to ministry 
positions, further study, or other transitions as God leads them. 
 

Thursday May 8 - Resonate: California 
Eric Sarwar, a Resonate missionary and partner in church planting, asks 
for prayer that God will continue to guide and provide for a church-
planting ministry among Indian Pakistani immigrants in California. 
 
 
 
 



Friday May 9 - Diaconal Ministries Canada: NewGround 

 

Saturday May 10 - ReFrame: Japan 

 

Sunday May 11 - World Renew: Mother's Day 
We praise God for the blessings of the loving and caring moms and 
mother figures in our lives. As we celebrate Mother’s Day, please join 
us in praying for health, safety, and provision for mothers around the 
world who are experiencing poverty, working tirelessly to care for their 
families, and striving to improve their families’ livelihoods. 


