Welcome to First Christian Reformed Church!
Pastor John Knoester
November 17, 2024 ¢ 10:30 A.M. Worship Service

*Please stand in body or in spirit.

“O worship the King all glorions above,”

Prelude
Welcome

* Opening Hymn: LUYH #2 v. 1-5 “O Worship the King”
1. O worship the King all glorious above,
O gratefully sing his power and his love:
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days,
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise.

2. O tell of his might and sing of his grace,
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space.
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm.

3. Your bountiful care, what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;
it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain.

4. Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,
in you do we trust, nor find you to fail.
Your mercies, how tender, how firm to the end,
our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend!

5. O measureless Might, unchangeable Love,
whom angels delight to worship above!
Your ransomed creation, with glory ablaze,

in true adoration shall sing to your praise!
PSALM 104; Words: Robert Grant, 1833, alt, P.D.; Music: W. Gardiner’s Sacred
Melodies, 1815; attr. Johann Michael Haydn, P.D.; CCLI# 678905



*Opening Prayer

*Call to Worship:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

God makes the sun rise and set.
He is faithful from generation to generation.

God makes summer and winter come and go.
He is faithful from generation to generation.

God helps plants grow and flowers bloom.
He is faithful from generation to generation.

God gives us food to eat, places to live,
and people to love us.
He is faithful from generation to generation.

God is always with us.
He is faithful from generation to generation.

God keeps his promises to us.
He is faithful from generation to generation.

Let us praise our faithful God.

* Hymn of Praise: LUYH #23 v. 1-4
“Children of the Heavenly Father”

1. Children of the heavenly Father
safely in his bosom gather,
nestling bird nor star in heaven
such a refuge e’er was given.

2. God his own shall tend and nourish,
in his holy courts they flourish.
From all evil powers he spares them;
in his mighty arms he bears them.

3. Neither life nor death shall ever
from the Lord his children sever;
for to them his grace revealing,
he turns sorrow into healing.



God has given, he has taken,
but his children ne’er forsaken;
his the loving purpose solely
to preserve them pure and holy.

Words: Carolina Sandell Berg (1832-1903); tr. Ernst W. Olson (1870-1958); © 1925
Board of Publication Lutheran Church in America; admin. Augsburg Fortress;
Music: Swedish folk tune; All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-711218

* God’s Greeting / We Greet Each Other

“O gratefully sing his power and his love:”

Announcements

Call to Confession:

Prayer of Confession

Words of Assurance

God’s Law: Colossians 3:1-4

Song of Thanksgiving: LUYH #709 v. 1-3 “Jesus Loves Me”
1.

Jesus loves me! This | know,
for the Bible tells me so.

Little ones to him belong;

they are weak, but he is strong.

Refrain

Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!
The Bible tells me so.

Jesus loves me—he who died
heaven’s gate to open wide.
He will wash away my sin,

let his little child come in.

Refrain

3.

Jesus loves me, this | know,

as he loved so long ago,

taking children on his knee,
saying, “Let them come to me.”



Refrain
Words: st. 1-2 Anna B. Warner, 1859, st. 3 David R. McGuire, 1971, P.D.; Music:
William B. Bradbury, 1861, P.D.; CCLI #678905

Offering: General Fund

Offertory Video: Book of Esther
(Immediately following the video children ages 3 — 37 grade
are invited to attend Children and Worship)

* Hymn of Preparation: LUYH #763 v. 1-3
“Blessed Jesus, at Your Word”
1. Blessed Jesus, at your word

we are gathered all to hear you.
Let our hearts and souls be stirred
now to seek and love and fear you.
By your gospel pure and holy,
teach us, Lord, to love you solely.

2. All our knowledge, sense, and sight
lie in deepest darkness shrouded,
till your Spirit breaks our night
with your beams of truth unclouded.
You alone to God can win us;
you must work all good within us.

3. Glorious Lord, yourself impart;
Light of Light, from God proceeding,
open lips and ears and heart;
help us by your Spirit’s leading.
Hear the cry your church now raises;

Lord, accept our prayers and praises.
Words: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1663; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1858, alt., P.D.; Music:
Johann R. Ahle, 1664, P.D.; CCLI # 678905

“Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days,”
Scripture Reading: Esther 8
Prayer of lllumination
Message: “Not Over Yet”

Time of Prayer



“Pavilioved in splendor and girded with praise.”
Ministry of Music: “Here | Am, Lord” by Craig Courtney - Choir

* Hymn of Application: LUYH #224 v. 1-4
“Rejoice the Lord is King”
1. Rejoice, the Lord is King!
Your Lord and King adore.
Rejoice, give thanks and sing
and triumph evermore.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice.
Rejoice, again | say, rejoice!

2. His kingdom cannot fail;
he rules o’er earth and heaven;
the keys of death and hell
to Christ the Lord are given.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice.
Rejoice, again | say, rejoice!

3. Hesits at God’s right hand
till all his foes submit,
bow down at his command,
and fall beneath his feet.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice.
Rejoice, again | say, rejoice!
4. Rejoice in glorious hope;
for Christ, the Judge, shall come
to gather all his saints
to their eternal home.
We soon shall hear the_archangel’s voice;

the trump of God shall sound, rejoice!
Words: Charles Wesley, 1744, alt., P.D.” Music: John Darwall, 1770; desc. Sydney
H. Nicholson (1875-1947), P.D.; CCLI #678905



* Proclamation of our Faith: Westminster Confession — Chap. VIII Sec. 1,5
Leader: God was pleased, in his eternal purpose,

to choose and ordain the Lord Jesus,
his only begotten Son,
to be the mediator between God and human beings.
As the mediator, he is the prophet, priest, and king,
the head and Savior of the church,
the heir of all things, and the judge of the world.

People: God gave to him, from all eternity,
a people to be his seed and to be by him, in time,
redeemed, called, justified, sanctified, and glorified.

Leader: The Lord Jesus, by his perfect obedience and sacrifice
of himself— which he through the eternal Spirit
once offered up to God—
has fully satisfied the justice of his Father.

People: He purchased not only reconciliation
but also an everlasting inheritance
in the kingdom of heaven for all those
whom the Father has given to him.
—from Westminster Confession (MESV), Chap. VIII, Sec. 1, 5

* God’s Blessing

* Parting Praise: LUYH #926 v. 1-4
“God of Grace and God of Glory”
1. God of grace and God of glory,
on your people pour your power;
crown your ancient church’s story,
bring its bud to glorious flower.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
for the facing of this hour,
for the facing of this hour.

2. Lo! the hosts of evil round us
scorn the Christ, assail his ways!
From the fears that long have bound us
free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
for the living of these days,
for the living of these days.



Postlude

Cure your children’s warring madness;
bend our pride to your control;

shame our wanton, selfish gladness,
rich in things and poor in soul.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
lest we miss your kingdom’s goal,

lest we miss your kingdom’s goal.

Save us from weak resignation

to the evils we deplore;

let the gift of your salvation

be our glory evermore.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
serving you whom we adore,

serving you whom we adore.
Words: Harry E. Fosdick (1930), alt., P.D.; Music: John Hughes, 1907; harm. Henry
V. Gerike (B. 1948) © 1969 Concordia Publishing House; CCLI #678905

Welcome to the Lord’s house. May your soul be restored; may your
cup overflow; may you experience God’'s goodness and mercy (Psalm
23). After joining us in worship, join us in the fellowship hall next to
the sanctuary for a cup of coffee or juice and continued fellowship.

Tech Team Today: Next Week: Thanksgiving Eve
November 17 November 24 November 27
Sound: Mardy S. Henry H. Mardick S.
Projection: Tim H. Maddie D. Isaac D.
Video: France B. Isaac D. Tim H.
Offering: General Fund General Fund Designated




First CRC Bulletiv

Avvouncements
November 17, 2024

The deadline for announcements is Thursday, 9:00 A.M.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY:
This Week's Deep Q's with PB & J:

What image of God do you have in mind when you pray?

Dear Friends,

One of the unique features of the book of Esther is that it doesn’t
even mention the name of God. Yet, God's sovereignty and
intervention is visible throughout the book. The story itself is not so
much about the hero herself, but about the Bible’s bigger story of how
God deals with His people and with the world. The grace of God to the
undeserving and outcasts is prominently on display. More importantly,
the story points us ahead to Christ as the one in whom grace will fully
and finally come to redeem rebellious sinners such as us and make us
into God’s new people. May God bless us as we study this amazing
book of the Bible together!

In His Grace,

- Pastor John

1. Sept. 15 — “Like a Fiddler on the Roof” (Esther 1)
2. Sept. 22 — “A New Queen” (Esther 2)

3. Oct. 6 — “Mordecai Takes a Stand” (Esther 3)

4. Oct. 13 - “For Such a Time as This” (Esther 4)

5. Oct. 20 — “Esther’s Crafty Plan” (Esther 5)

6. Oct. 27 — “Honored By the King” (Esther 6)

7. Nov. 3 — “The One True King” (Esther 7)



8. Nov. 17 — “Not Over Yet” (Esther 8)
9. Nov. 24 — “A Great Reversal” (Esther 9-10)

The Men'’s Breakfast Bible Study will meet on Tuesday, November 26 at
7:00 am at IHOP.

"The Cadets are extremely humbled and grateful for the turn out and
support shown on Wednesday evening at our Pancake Dinner. Thanks
to all who donated to our club! It was a real blessing to see the
fellowship and support of the congregation."

Worship Service YouTube Links:
AM November 10, 2024: https://voutu.be/XPpsNDIbbys

First CRC offers the option to give your offerings online, donations. For
information on this and other ways to give please check the “Give” page
on the church’s website: https.//firstcrcmv.com/?page id=1509

There are 3 slots open yet for volunteers to pick up Shirley Boonstra for
church and bring her home. Please consider volunteering for this!
Thanks for your willingness.

CALENDAR:
Greeters/Coffee Hosts: November 17
Henry & Jayne H., Jon & Catherine VK
Next week: November 24
Mardy & Kristi S., Katie J.

Worship Team: November 17: Henry & Pam VZ, Isaac D. & Nellie VDH
Next Week: November 24: Eliot B., Heidi B., France B., Emma S.

Nursery: November 17
Juliana LC & Tess VDH
Next Week: November 24
Glenda K & France B.


https://firstcrcmv.com/?page_id=1509

Children in Worship: November 17: Julie S., Leia Visser
Next Week: November 24: Heather VH, Kenzie S.

This Week:
Sunday: November 17
Sunday School
Worship Service: 10:30 am
Youth Group: 6:30 pm
Ladies Bible Study at 6:30pm
Wednesday: November 20: GEMS at 6:30pm

Upcoming Events:
Wednesday: Nov. 27 — Thanksgiving Service at 7:00 pm
Wednesday: December 4 at 7:00 pm
Fountainview Academy Choir
Friday: December 6 at 7:00 pm NOEL Ensemble
Friday: December 13 at 7pm: Sonshine Singers Christmas Concert

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please join us at Faith Community Fellowship in Mount Vernon for a
Thanksgiving Soup, Bread & Pie Supper (Potluck Style)and Giving
Thanks Service at 5:30 PM, Monday November 25. We will share a meal
together before our Giving Thanks Service begins at 6:15 pm.

Fountainview Academy Choir and Orchestra is coming from Lillooet,
British Columbia, Canada to Mount Vernon First Christian Reformed
Church on December 4 at 7:00 p.m. Come and enjoy a free concert of
up to 100 young people praising God with voices and instruments as
they perform a variety of Christmas carols and classics. Invite your
friends.

The NOEL ensemble bringing the magic and the mystery of a
medieval Christmas with harps, flute, strings, and poetry will be held.
No tickets required . . . a free event with a freewill offering to benefit
New Earth Recovery. Will be held Friday December 6, 2024 @ 7:00
pm at Bethany Covenant Church at 1318 S. 18th Street - Mount
Vernon, WA . Warm yourself with song and story, support men and
women in recovery, and prepare your heart for the season.



You are invited to The Sonshine Singers Christmas Concert here at
First CRC on Friday, December 13 At 7:00pm. Please join them for a
night of joy-filled song as we gather to celebrate the Christmas season!

CRC COMMUNICATIONS

Thrive Faith Formation Tip - Advent begins on December 1. How will
you celebrate the season of Advent this year? Whether you light an
Advent wreath at home each week, use a Jesse Tree devotional guide,
or follow a daily Advent calendar—there are lots of ways to prepare
your heart for the celebration of Christ's coming at Christmastime.
Gather any supplies you'll need, and check out the helpful ideas in this
post: bit.ly/ThriveAdventResources. Brought to you by Thrive:
crcna.org/Thrive

Chaplaincy Sunday - Today churches throughout the CRCNA take time
to pray for and encourage the frontline work of chaplains. Thrive
endorses, trains, advocates, and provides care for these specialized
ministers and pastors as they serve in institutional settings. Support
this essential and exciting ministry focus of Thrive by giving at:
crcna.org/Chaplaincy/Donate

Kids Corner: Beatitude 7: Peacemakers- Check out this week’s kids’
devotion at www.kidscorner.net. Matthew 5:9 says, “God blesses
those people who make peace. They will be called his children! God
wants each of us to do our part to bring peace to the world. When we
do that, God’s love spreads. Check out all the great content at
kidscorner.net, like the Kids in Action video Bookmarks for Peace.

Groundwork: The Day of the Lord - Have you ever wondered what will
happen when Christ returns? Join our Groundwork conversation as we
study 2 Peter 3 to reflect on God’s divine timing and patience, and
learn from Peter what we should expect and how we can live holy,
purposeful lives in light of the coming Day of the Lord. Listen now at
GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork's weekly emails
for future episodes.

Beyond Cash - Year End Giving - As the year end approaches and you
think about a donation to your church (and other charities), please
remember that those gifts must be received and deposited by



December 31 to count for the 2024 tax year. To learn about giving
from your IRA and other ways to give beyond cash donations visit:
crcna.org/heritagefund

A Unique Mission Trip for Teenagers - Join a group of teenagers from
multiple countries on a trip across three Central American countries
(Costa Rica, El Salvador, and Guatemala) to learn more about these
countries' histories and learn how local ministry leaders are working to
meet the needs of communities in difficult realities. This is a great
opportunity to grow in your faith and understanding of mission! Learn
more and apply online at www.resonateglobalmission.org/encounter

HOW Can People to be remembered with prayers,

cards, letters & words of encouragement.

i‘ U e Email the office at
secretary@firstcrcmv.com or call the
church office at (336-2405) by 9:00 am

Thursday of each week with your prayer

for you? iem

NEW REQUESTS:
Please pray for Joan DeVries, who will be having surgery to remove a
non-cancerous tumor from her spine this coming Thursday.

John Velasquez was recently diagnosed with a serious lung disease. He
is currently on oxygen full-time and is currently waiting to get into
therapy for greater improvement. Please pray that he can get into
therapy soon and that it will be effective!

CONTINUING REQUESTS:
Please continue to pray for those who have lost loved ones recently.

SHUT INS: Nell Annema and Marion Ekkelkamp at Birchview
Memory Care in Sedro-Woolley; Shirley Boonstra at Country Meadow
Village in Sedro-Woolley, Marjean DeGroot at Mountain Glen in Mount
Vernon; Martha Haarsma at home in Mount Vernon, Mary Koopmans
at Where the Heart is in Burlington; Clarence Vander Griend at Home
Place in Burlington; Sally Reehoorn at Creekside in Burlington.


mailto:secretary@firstcrcmv.com%20

OTHER REQUESTS: (CRC Communications)

Sunday November 3 - World Renew: World Hunger

More than a billion people in the world do not have enough to eat.
This World Hunger Sunday, pray that injustices leading to this problem
may cease and that God’s people may open their hearts to give
generously and advocate fearlessly to end hunger.

Monday November 4 - Thrive: Worship and ministry

Please pray that God will bless the worship and ministry efforts of each
congregation we serve. As we walk alongside CRC congregations, may
God’s Spirit empower them to build thriving, loving communities that
reflect his kingdom on earth, and may they be equipped to meet the
unique needs of their members.

Tuesday November 5 - Resonate: Ontario

Resonate missionaries Nasser and Sylvie Charliekaram ask you to pray
for their ministry with Farsi speakers in Toronto: "Please pray that our
ministry is blessed with divine unity and deeper faith, becoming a
beacon of light for people seeking spiritual direction.”

Wednesday November 6 - ReFrame: Loss

Pray for Mary, who has been a widow for 14 months and is struggling
to recover from her loss. She feels isolated and is asking God to bring
her a Christian friend with whom she can share fellowship and
encouragement. May God comfort her, surround her with his love, and
provide her with the companionship and support she longs for.

Thursday November 7 - Intercultural Ministry: Hiring

We are working on hiring a senior leader for Intercultural Ministry in
Canada. Please pray for the candidates and the hiring team. According
to Statistics Canada (2022), by 2041 one out of two Canadians will be
Black, Indigenous, or a person of color (BIPoC). This ministry helps the
church respond to this context.

Friday November 8 - World Renew: Hurricanes

Our hearts go out to people affected by recent hurricanes such as
Helene and Milton. We pray for recovery and strength in the wake of
destruction and devastation. As more people face the damaging effects
of disasters each year, pray for God’s provision for World Renew and
other organizations working to restore hope.



Saturday November 9 - Resonate: Michigan

Give thanks for God’s work in and through Isa, a student at Grand
Valley State University. She struggled with depression and anxiety and
thought God was angry with her. She joined a life group through
Resonate partner Campus Ministry at Grand Valley and was
encouraged to look into God’s Word. She is leading her own group
now.



