Welcome to First Christian Reformed Church!
Pastor John Knoester
November 9, 2025 ¢ 10:30AM Service

* Please stand in body or in spirit
“Let all thivgs vow living a song of thanksgiving”
Prelude

Welcome

* Sung Call to Worship: LUYH #5 v. 1-2 “Let All Things Now Living”
1. Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving
to God the Creator triumphantly raise,
who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us,
who guides us and leads to the end of our days.
His banners are o’er us, his light goes before us,
a pillar of fire shining forth in the night,
till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished,
as forward we travel from light into light.

2. Hislaw he enforces; the stars in their courses
and sun in its orbit obediently shine;
the hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains,
the deeps of the ocean proclaim him divine.
We too should be voicing our love and rejoicing;
with glad adoration a song let us raise,
till all things now living unite in thanksgiving:

to God in the highest, hosanna and praise!
Words: Katherine K. Davis, 1939, P.D.; Music: (Ash Grove) Welch; desc.
Katherine K. Davis © 1939, 1966 E.C. Schirmer Music Co. CCLI #678905

* Opening Prayer

* Call to Worship
Leader: Hallelujah! Praise!
Praise God in the temple, in the highest heavens!
People: Praise! Praise God’s mighty deeds
and noble majesty.



Leader: All that is alive, praise!
People: Praise the Lord. Hallelujah!
—Psalm 150:1-2, 6, TP

* Opening Hymn of Praise: LUYH #6 v. 1-3
“Praise the Lord, Sing Hallelujah”
1. Praise the LORD, sing hallelujah,

from the heavens praise his name;
praise the LORD, our great Creator;
all his angels, praise proclaim.
All his hosts, together praise him,
sun and moon and stars on high;
praise the LORD, O heavens of heavens,
and the floods above the sky.

Refrain
Praise the LORD, sing hallelujah,
for his name alone is high,
and his glory is exalted, and his glory is exalted,
and his glory is exalted, far above the earth and sky.

2. Letthem praise the LORD their Maker:
they were made at his command.
God established them forever;
his decree shall ever stand.
Let the earth sing hallelujah:
raging seas, you monsters all,
fire and hail and snow and vapors,
stormy winds that hear his call.

Refrain

3. Allyou fruitful trees and cedars,
every hill and mountain high,
creeping things and beasts and cattle,
birds that in the heavens fly,
kings of earth and all you people,
princes great, earth’s judges all;
praise his name, young men and maidens,
Aged men, and children small.

Refrain
PSALM 148; Words: Bible Songs Hymnal, 1927, alt., P.D.; Music: William J.
Kirkpatrick (1838-1921), P.D.; CCLI #678905



* God’s Greeting and Greeting of One Another
“To God the Creator triamphavtly raise,”

Announcements

Call to Confession:
In repentance and rest is your salvation,
in quietness and trust is your strength,
but you would have none of it.
Yet the LORD longs to be gracious to you;
he rises to show you compassion.
For the LORD is God of justice.
Blessed are all who wait for him! —lsaiah 30:15, 18, NIV

Prayer of Confession

Words of Assurance:
You are a chosen race,
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people,
in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.
People of God, all of us together
have received God’s mercy in Christ.
In Christ we are forgiven, redeemed,
and made to be a community united in faith.
Thanks be to God. —based on 1 Peter 2:9-10, NRSV

The Law of God:

Leader: As we are to walk humbly with our God
in lives of gratitude, let us hear again his Word:
God commands us to serve him alone as God,
to serve him according to his Word,
to speak of him only with deep respect and love,
to attend faithfully the assembly of God’s people
on the day of rest, and every day to let the Lord
work in us through his Spirit; to respect
and cooperate with all God-given authority,



to live purely and joyfully with the gift of sex,

to nurture human life as God'’s precious gift,

to use the resources of this earth

as stewards of God’s creation,

to use the gift of speech for promoting the truth
in love, and to exercise purity of heart in all of life.

People: May the Spirit of God guide us

to be obedient to this Word. Amen!

* Song of Response: “Cornerstone” v. 1-2 - Hillsong

1.

My hope is built on nothing less,
than Jesus' blood and righteousness.
| dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly trust in Jesus' Name.

Repeat Verse 1

Chorus

Christ alone. Cornerstone.
Weak made strong in the Saviour's love.
Through the storm, He is Lord. Lord of all.

When darkness seems to hide His face,
| rest on His unchanging grace.

In every high and stormy gale,

my anchor holds within the veil.

My anchor holds within the veil.

Chorus

3.

When He shall come with trumpet sound,
oh may | then in Him be found.

Dressed in His righteousness alone.
Faultless stand before the throne.

Chorus (2x)

Words by Jonas Myrin, Reuben Morgan, Eric Liljero, and Edward Mote;
Music by Jonas Myrin, Reuben Morgan, Eric Liljero, and William Batchelder Bradbury;
© 2011 Hillsong Music Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing); CCLI #678905

Offering: General Fund

Offertory

(Following the offertory children ages 3-3" grade are invited
to make their way to Children in Worship in the Fellowship Hall)



* Song of Preparation: “There is One Gospel” — CityAlight v. 1-4
1. There is one Gospel on which | stand
For all eternity
It is my story, my Father’s plan
The Son has rescued me
Oh what a Gospel, Oh what a peace
My highest joy and my deepest need
Now and forever He is my light
| stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

2. There is one Gospel to which | cling
All else | count as loss
For there where justice and mercy meet
He save me on the cross
No more | boast in what | can bring
No more | carry the weight of sin
For He has brought me from death to life
| stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

3. There is one Gospel where hope is found
The empty tomb still speaks
For death could not keep my Saviour down
He lives and | am free
Now on my Saviour | fix my eyes
My life is His and His hope is mine
For he has promised | too will rise
| stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

4. And in this Gospel the church is one
We do not walk alone
We have His Spirit as we press on
To lead us safely home
And when in glory still | will sing
Of this old story that rescued me
Praise to my Savior the King of life
| stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.



Ending
And when in glory | still song
Of this old story that rescued me
Praise to my Saviour the King of life
| stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ
Praise to my Saviour the King of life
| stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ

| stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
CCLI Song # 7199817© 2022 CityAlight MusicFor use solely with the SongSelect®
Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.comCCLI License # 678905

“Who fashioned and made ns,
protected and stayed us”

Scripture Readings: Ephesians 2:11-22, | Peter 2:4-9
Prayer of lllumination

Message: “Building Up the Body”

Time of Prayer

“Who guides us avd leads +o the end of our days.”

* Hymn of Application: LUYH #252 v. 1-4
“Church of God, Elect and Glorious”
1. Church of God, elect and glorious,
holy nation, chosen race,
called as God’s own special people,
royal priests and heirs of grace;
know the purpose of your calling,
show to all his mighty deeds,
tell of love that knows no limits,
grace that meets all human needs.

2. God has called you out of darkness
into his most marvelous light,
brought his truth to life within you,
turned your blindness into sight.
Let your light so shine around you
that God’s name is glorified
and all find fresh hope and purpose
in Christ Jesus crucified.



3. Once you were an alien people,
strangers to God's heart of love,
but he brought you home in mercy,
citizens of heaven above.
Let his love flow out to others,
let them feel the Father’s care,
that they too may know his welcome
and his countless blessings share.

4. Church of God, elect and holy,
be the people he intends,
strong in faith and swift to answer
each command your Master sends.
Royal priests, fulfill your calling
through your sacrifice and prayer;
give your lives in joyful service,

sing his praise, his love declare.
Words: based on 1 Peter 2:9-10, James E. Seddon © 1982 The Jubilate Group,
admin. Hope Publishing Company; CCLI #678905

* We Proclaim our Faith: Our World Belongs to God — Article 46
We are the family of God,
serving Christ together in Christian community.
Single for a time or a life, devoted to the work of God,
we offer our love and service to the building of the kingdom.
Married, in relationships of lifelong loyalty,
we offer our lives to the same work: building the kingdom,
teaching and modeling the ways of the Lord
so our children may know Jesus as Lord
and learn to use their gifts in lives of joyful service.
In friendship and family life, singleness and marriage,
as parents and children, we reflect the covenant love of God.

* God’s Blessing

* Parting Praise: LUYH #938 “My Friends, May You Grow in Grace”
My friends, may you grow in grace
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior.
My friends, may you grow in grace
and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ.



2X
To God be the glory, now and forever,
now and forever, amen.
To God be the glory, now and forever,

now and forever, amen.

Words: 2 Peter 3:18; Timothy James Meaney (b. 1965) and Sean Diamond (b.
1968); rev. Gregg DeMey (b. 1972) and Gregory Kett (b. 1970) © 1991, 2001
Wiseman Music CCLI #678905

Postlude

Welcome! “O singto the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous
things” (Psalm 98:1, NRSV). We gather to sing to the Lord and
celebrate his work in our lives. After joining us in worship, join us in
the fellowship hall next to the sanctuary for a cup of coffee or juice
and continued fellowship.

Tech Team Today: Next Week:
November 9 November 16
Sound: Mardy S. Henry VZ
Projection: Tim H. Emily VH
Video: Brandon S. Isaac D.

Offering:

General Fund

General Fund




First CRC

Bulletin Avuvouncements
November 9, 2025

The deadline for announcements this next week is Thursday, 9:00 A.M.

Deep Thoughts with PB & J:

What attribute or posture of Jesus do you most desire to embody?

OUR CHURCH FAMILY:

There is a meal train available for Greg and Tish Ackermann while Tish
is recuperating from blood clots in her leg. Please sign up! https:
mealtrain.com/gz659m

There is Choir practice this morning after church.

"The Cadets would like to invite everyone to a "Breakfast for Dinner"
fundraiser. We will be serving Pancakes, sausage patties and scrambled
eggs from 5:30 to 7:30pm on November 12. Bring a date to enjoy an
evening of fellowship with syrup and jelly toppings. All you can eat, free
will offering to support the local Cadet Club activities."

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study meets every other Tuesday morning and is
currently working through the books of Samuel. They will be meeting
next on Tuesday, Nov. 11.

Dear Friends,

A heartfelt "thank you" for the various cards, gifts, and many
encouraging words throughout this past month. We do indeed feel
greatly 'appreciated' and genuinely loved by our Mount Vernon church
family. Brooke and | are so grateful to God for each and everyone of
you! Serving Him together with you,

- Pastor John (for the Knoester family)

Dear First CRC Parents, OnThursday, November 20 (7:00-8:30
PM) representatives from Thrive (Congregational support agency of
the CRC) will be here at First CRC to host a listening session with all
parents of school-aged children (K to recent college graduates), church
leaders, and teachers. The purpose of the listening session is to hear


https://mealtrain.com/gz659m
https://mealtrain.com/gz659m

how the denomination can better support your family's faith formation.
Thrive wants to hear what has been beneficial, what has been hard, and
what future resources you might like to see from the
denomination. Please sign up for this evening soon!

Post High School Pizza Party! This year's yearly pizza party for post-high
school students has been scheduled for Tuesday, Dec. 30 at 6pm at
Coconut Kenny’s in Burlington. Please pass the word and then RSVP to
Pastor John (jknoes0812 @gmail.com) or to Beth at
(secretary@firstcrcmv.com) sometime before Christmas!

Pre-Profession of Faith/New Members Class: In case you missed the
opportunity this past summer - a new Pre-Profession of Faith and/or
New Members class will be available on various Sundays and/or other
days over the Christmas Break (Dec. 21-Jan. 18). If interested in
participating - please reach out to Pastor John no later than December
1. The dates are flexible and so are the study materials to be used
depending on what would work best for those participating.

Dear Friends,

One of the things we confess every time we say the Apostles Creed is
that we believe in “the communion of saints.” In other words,
Christianity is not a solitary belief system. An isolated faith not only
weakens the church within but also hinders its witness to the world.

Throughout the fall season we are going to spend some time digging
deep into what Scripture says about living in fellowship with the people
of God. In other words, what it really means for us to be united to
Christ, baptized into communion, and called to live with Christlike love
for one another.

The outline below is a ‘tentative schedule’ for the weeks to come.
May God bless us as we engage in this study together! In His Grace,
Pastor John

8. Nov. 9 — “Building Up the Body”
9. Nov. 16 — “All One in Christ Jesus”
10. Nov. 23 — “Global Communion”
11. Nov. 26 — “For All the Saints”

Worship Service YouTube Links:
AM, November 2 Service:
https://youtube.com/live/THd 53iLTE?feature=share



mailto:jknoes0812@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@firstcrcmv.com

First CRC’s Worship Services are now being livestreamed! Go to our
YouTube Channel at: https://www.youtube.com/@ 1stcrcmv841
You will see the option for the worship service Livestream there.

CALENDAR:

Greeters/Coffee Hosts: November 9: Weibe & Johnna VDH, Darrel &
Sunee L.

Next Week, November 16: Spencer & Janelle D., Elly C.

Worship Team November 9: Eliot B., Heidi B., France B., Emma S.
Next Week, November 16: Kevin & Glenda K., France B., Ella VH

Nursery: November 9: Jeannette F. Myra VDB
Next Week, November 16: Pam VZ & Lexi VDP

Children in Worship: November 9: Angela S., Myra VDB
Next Week, November 16: Tim VH, Macy VDP

THIS WEEK:

Sunday, Nov. 9:

NO Sunday School

10:30am Worship Service, Choir

6:30 pm Youth Group

Tues., Nov. 11, 7:00am: Men’s Bible Study at IHOP

Weds., Nov. 12, 5:30-7:30: Cadet Pancake Dinner Annual Fundraiser

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Weds., Nov. 19, 6:30-8:30pm: GEMS

Thurs., Nov. 20, 7:00pm — 8:30pm: Denomination Faith Formation
Event

Weds., Nov. 26, 7:00pm: Thanksgiving Eve Service

Sun., Dec. 21, 6:30pm: Candlelight Service

Thurs., Dec. 25, 10am: Christmas Day Service

Sun., Jan. 4: Potluck to send off Brad to lowa.

REQUESTED ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Mid-America Reformed Seminary invites you to the 2025 Fall Faculty
Lectures with Dr. James Eglinton, Meldrum Senior Lecturer in
Reformed Theology at the University of Edinburgh. Dr. Eglinton will
present a three-part series on the theological distinction between
God’s perfect self-knowledge and our creaturely understanding—a
central theme in Reformed theology from Junius to Bavinck. Join us
Nov. 20-21, in person or via YouTube livestream. Admission is free!



https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2F%401stcrcmv841&data=05%7C02%7Csecretary%40firstcrcmv.com%7C7849f255b17f45c310bd08ddb99e3615%7Ca1434b7807a4459d8013a569e2488c52%7C0%7C0%7C638870811355975266%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ

Visit www.midamerica.edu for more information and to register if you
wish to be on campus.

For the Music Lovers:
If you are looking for some beautiful Christmas music events in the
coming months:

1. Bethany Covenant Church is having a Hymn Sing Fundraiser
featuring the Bethany Choir, the Bethany Bells, and your
favorite Christmas hymns on Sunday, November 9 at 3 pm.
They are also having a Noel Harp Concert on December 5th at
7 pm, and their Christmas Musical on Dec. 12 at 7 pm and Dec.
14 at 3 pm.

2. The Liberty Quartet will be in Lynden for their “The Wonder of
Christmas” tour. It is at Faith Community Church (586 Birch
Bay Lynden Rd., Lynden” Friday, Dec. 5 at 6pm.

CRC ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Thrive Faith Formation Tip - Today is the International Day of Prayer
for the Persecuted Church. Every day, millions of Christians around the
world face persecution for their faith. Use the Open Doors
International website (opendoors.org) to learn about the top five to
ten countries in the world where Christians are persecuted. Then take
time each day this week to pray for Christians living in one of those
countries. Brought to you by Thrive: crcna.org/Thrive

Kids Corner Devotions: Faith for the Whole Family - Check out this
week’s kids’ devotion, “Faith for the Whole Family” at
www.kidscorner.net. You can make a big difference at church just by
being you—your smile, ideas, and kindness can brighten someone’s
day! Whether you're singing, helping, or asking great questions, God
can use every little thing you do to share His love. Check out all the
great content at kidscorner.net, like the KC video series, “Kids in
Action”, telling stories of kids who serve God right now!


http://www.midamerica.edu

prayers, cards, letters & words of

We encouragement. Email the office at
' secretary@firstcrcmv.com or call the
church office at (336-2405) by 9:00
for you? am Thursday of each week with your
* prayer items.

CONTINUING REQUESTS:

Please continue to pray for Hank and Jeanne Annema as she continues
with therapy. She is up and walking with a cane, but her speech is still
very affected. Pray for patience and that she may have a rapid recovery
from her stroke.

/ \ HOW CAl People to be remembered with

Please keep Tish Ackermann in prayer. She met with her doctor, and
she will be going into the hospital next Tues. to check on the blood
clots and have her knee manipulated to break up scar tissue so that it
will bend. Pray for no broken bone through the process, which can be a
side effect.

SHUT INS: Nell Annema and Shirley Boonstra at Birchview Memory
Care in Sedro-Woolley; Marjean DeGroot at Mountain Glen in Mount
Vernon; Martha Haarsma at home in Mount Vernon, Clarence Vander
Griend at Home Place in Burlington; Sally Reehorn at Creekside in
Burlington.

OTHER REQUESTS: (CRC Communications)

Saturday November 1 - from: World Renew: Ride to Renew

This week (Nov. 1-8) cyclists are riding across Florida to raise funds for
sustainable agriculture programs. Each rider will equip 15 farmers with
tools and training for food cultivation and creation care. Pray for safety,
strength, and joy for all. On this World Hunger Sunday, give thanks for
every effort to help farmers build a greener, more food-secure future.

Sunday November 2 - from: Resonate Global Mission: Argentina
Silvia was feeling spiritually dry and lonely in her community in
Argentina. Give thanks that she found friendship, a supportive faith
community, and a renewed relationship with God through a Global
Coffee Break Bible study led by Resonate missionary Elaine Lee.


mailto:secretary@firstcrcmv.com%20

Monday November 3 - from: Thrive: Growing faith

Faithful God, nurture in us a deep and living faith. Guide parents,
mentors, and teachers as they share your story with the next
generation. Fill our homes, churches, and hearts with curiosity, wisdom,
and joy in following Jesus every day. Shape us into your people of love.

Tuesday November 4 - from: ReFrame Ministries: Myanmar

Joseph asks for prayer for his ministry of serving children in an
orphanage in Yangon. Ask God to provide for every spiritual,
emotional, and physical need, and to strengthen Joseph and his team
as they care for vulnerable children. Ask for protection over this
ministry and for God’s love to be made known through their faithful
service.

Wednesday November 5 - from: Resonate: Michigan

“Ask the Lord to show up in noticeable ways during our Bible study and
community gatherings,” said Dave Ruark, interim campus minister at
Campus Edge, a Resonate partner at Michigan State University.

Thursday November 6 - from: Calvin Theological Seminary: Diversity
Our students represent 31 countries, with over 40 percent coming
from outside North America. Over 30 percent of our students are
women. It is a blessing to hear diverse stories of the church as we learn
together. Rejoice with us and pray for the beautiful diversity of our
seminary community.

Friday November 7 - from: World Renew: Disaster Response Services
(DRS)

Lord, we lift up the volunteer teams serving this month in Windsor,
N.C., and Sarasota, Fla. As they repair homes damaged by past
storms—including Hurricanes Milton and Helene—may their work and
their presence help to bring healing and hope. Please provide comfort
and restoration for all the families facing the results of these disasters.



